2021/22 SEASONe
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with special guests
Washington Performing Arts
Children of the Gospel Choir
Michele Fowlin, artistic director

FRI, OCT 15, 8pm • LINCOLN THEATRE

Marcos Robinson
guitar

Karim “Kace” Hutton
bass guitar

Isaiah Johnson
drums

Ivan Llanes
percussion

Program will be announced from the stage.
There will be one intermission.
This performance is made possible through the generous support of Tom Gallagher.
Performances by the Washington Performing Arts Children of the Gospel Choir are made possible
through the generous support of Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated.
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I’ve been looking forward to saying those words for so long! After all we’ve
collectively been through these past many months, we are excited to return to
performances in the way they’re best experienced: live, in-person, and together. And
I couldn’t think of a better way to kick off our 2021/22 Season than with the return
of the phenomenal jazz organist-pianist and Washington Performing Arts audience
favorite Matthew Whitaker, who is joined tonight by an outstanding quartet and our
own Children of the Gospel Choir.
As our 2021/22 Season gets underway, there’s plenty for you to experience that is
refreshingly familiar: the breadth of genres, the ambiance of long-beloved venues,
and many programs unique to Washington Performing Arts. There are also a number
of Washington Performing Arts “all-time favorite” artists joining us in the season
to come—such as the trio of Emanuel Ax, Leonidas Kavakos, and Yo-Yo Ma; tabla
legend Zakir Hussain; and the united choirs of Washington Performing Arts and
Choral Arts in the annual Living the Dream...Singing the Dream concert.
But there’s also much that is new in 2021/22. We’re thrilled to celebrate (one
year after an originally planned centenary tribute) the 101st birthday of the great
American artist Hazel Scott in multiple events. And we’re delighted to share with
you for the first time the talents of bass-baritone Davóne Tines, the electrifying
tap-dance ensemble Syncopated Ladies, and our newest Hayes Piano Artists, Tiffany
Poon and Martin James Bartlett. New venues in the mix include the beautiful Center
for the Arts at Prince George’s Community College and The Anthem. We also return
to two venues we haven’t visited in some time: GALA Hispanic Theatre and tonight’s
venue, the Lincoln Theatre, here in the historic heart of our city.
Join us in both the familiar and the yet-to-be-discovered—I invite you to visit our
website to explore the season, to subscribe, to become (or renew as) one of our
invaluable annual donors, and, most of all, to join us as we return to performances
throughout the Greater D.C. region. Once again: welcome back!

Jenny Bilfield, President & CEO

One of the most established and honored performing arts institutions in America, Washington Performing Arts has
engaged for more than half a century with artists, audiences, students, and civic life. The city is truly our stage: for
decades, in venues ranging from concert halls and clubs to public parks, we have presented a tremendous range
of artists and art forms, from the most distinguished symphony orchestras to both renowned and emerging artists
in classical music, jazz, international genres, and more. We also have an ever-expanding artistic and educational
presence on the internet, envisioning ongoing opportunities for online connection and community.
Washington Performing Arts deeply values its partnerships with local organizations and other arts institutions.
Through events online and in myriad performance venues and neighborhoods, we engage international
visiting artists in community programs and introduce local artists to wider audiences. We place a premium on
establishing artists as a continuing presence in the lives of both young people and adults through residencies and
education programs.
Our achievements have been recognized with a National Medal of Arts and with three Mayor’s Arts Awards from the
D.C. Government. We have now embarked upon our second half-century, ever inspired by the motto of our founder,
Patrick Hayes: “Everybody in, nobody out.”
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Excerpted from the liner notes to Matthew Whitaker’s 2021 album
Written by Ashley Kahn
As more than a year of lockdown and collective
isolation appears to be ending, Matthew Whitaker—
the twenty-year old keyboardist from Hackensack,
New Jersey—has released an exciting, expansive new
recording entitled Connections. Aptly titled for this
pivotal moment, the sixteen-track collection is his
third album and serves as both a bold declaration of
Whitaker’s maturity as a player, composer, and bandleader, and as a statement of musical connection—
and re-connection, as Whitaker points out.

Relative to past recordings, he now pulls from a
noticeably wider palette of modern jazz, Latin, and
R&B sounds, still with a heady top-note of gospel—
staying true to his roots.

Connections serves as an impressive reminder of
how far Whitaker has come‚ and how he has defied
the odds from the outset. He was born premature
by three months and blind, fighting his way to
health through his earliest years. By age three, he
exhibited an unusual musical acuity—picking out
nursery rhymes on a toy piano—and by five, blessed
with perfect pitch, he began piano lessons at The
Filomen M. D’Agostino Greenberg Music School in
New York City where he learned to play and read
Braille music as well.

“Connections is really about this idea of community,
of musicians and family and everyone really, coming
back together after being separated for so long,”
Whitaker says. “It’s about how grateful I am for the
connections we have with each other musically and
spiritually as well. More than my other albums, this
one has music that was created in the studio, improv
moments that happened live. A few of these songs
I wrote during the pandemic so I’m happy we were
able to record those, and I’m excited. This is more
expansive than anything else I’ve done!”

Whitaker’s childhood transformed the word “premature” into a term of strength and accomplishment.
With comet-like velocity, Whitaker’s musical growth
continued as his star ascended.
In early 2021, as the world neared one full year of
lockdown, the decision was made to return to the
studio; Connections is an album made possible
by, and in defiance of all that this pandemic has
engendered. “For me, life has always been about
rising to challenges,” Whitaker says.

Connections features music composed both before
and during (and in reaction to) the pandemic, and
recorded mostly between March 2 and 4, 2021. It
includes a generous mix of original compositions
with message-driven titles of uplift and instruction
(“A New Day,” “Acceptance,” “It Will be Okay,”
“Stop Fighting”), balanced with familiar melodies
by Whitaker’s musical heroes, from Duke Ellington
(“Don’t Get Around Much Anymore”), Stevie Wonder
(“Lately”), and gospel singer Richard Smallwood
(“Trust Me”), to Duke Pearson (“Jeannine”), Chick
Corea (“Spain”), and Thelonious Monk (“Bye-Ya”—a
sparkling, standout duet with pianist Jon Batiste).

“One thing I take away from this lockdown is don’t
be afraid to keep developing as a person and still be
creating, even if you’re by yourself. I’m grateful that I
have the resources available to do my thing even from
home. We’ve been doing live streams from home and
from church. I’ve also had a long time to think with so
much going on in politics and protests and the world.
I’ve learned to let the music speak—that goes with
everything that I play. Let the music speak and you
can hear it tell you how to think about this topic or
another. That’s really what Connections is about.”

The performances on Connections reveal Whitaker’s
burgeoning musical identity: one filled with deepen
ing confidence, rhythmic vigor, and a marked
melodic clarity. Dramatic entrances have become an
aspect of his musical approach. Whether on piano,
Hammond organ, Fender Rhodes, or synthesizer, he
doesn’t kick off a tune or improvisation as much as
plunge into the music, twisting time and navigating
structural shifts with fluidity.

Reprinted with permission.
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Born in 2001 in
Hackensack,
NJ,
Matthew Whitaker
grew up surrounded by music. His
love for playing
music first began
at the young age
of three, after his
grandfather gave him a
small Yamaha keyboard.

at international venues in France, Italy, Germany,
Indonesia, U.K., Australia, Switzerland, Portugal,
Japan, Spain, Morocco, and South Korea.
Matthew has performed with an array of outstanding
musicians including: Ray Chew, Christian McBride,
Dr. Lonnie Smith, Rhoda Scott, Cameron Carpenter,
Regina Carter, Jason Moran, Jon Batiste, Cory
Henry, Marc Cary, Arturo O’Farrill, James Carter,
Roy Ayers, D.D. Jackson, The New York Pops
Orchestra, EFG London Jazz Festival at Royal Albert
Hall in London (where he was a featured soloist with
their 42 piece big band), and Hamiet Bluiett and his
Bio-Electric Ensemble.

At nine, Matthew began teaching himself how to play
the Hammond B-3 organ. Four years later, he became
the youngest artist to be endorsed by Hammond in its
80+ year history. He was also named a Yamaha Artist
at 15, becoming the youngest musician to join the
stellar group of jazz pianists.

In 2010, Matthew was a winning participant in the
“Child Stars of Tomorrow” competition, as part of
Amateur Night at the Apollo. A year later, at just
ten years old, he was invited to perform at Stevie
Wonder’s induction into the Apollo Theater’s Hall of
Fame. He returned to the Apollo for FOX TV’s revival
of Showtime at the Apollo in 2016, where he won the
audience over with his rendition of Stevie Wonder’s
classic “I Wish.” Matthew has been on national and
international radio and television, which includes the
Today Show documentary series “Boys Changing the
World,” the Harry Connick Jr. Show, an appearance
on the syndicated TV talk show Ellen, and a segment
on the most watched news magazine on television,
60 Minutes.

Matthew has had years of music instruction,
including studying classical piano and drums at The
Filomen M. D’Agostino Greenberg Music School in
New York City—the only community music school
for the blind and visually impaired in the U.S. He’s
previously studied at The Harlem School of the Arts
and was a member of both the Jazz House Big Band
and the Organ Messengers at Jazz House Kids in
Montclair, NJ. Matthew also attended the Manhattan
School of Music’s Precollege Jazz Program. Matthew
is currently enrolled in the B.A. Jazz Studies program
at Juilliard in New York City.

In 2017, he was named one of the “17 people to watch
in New Jersey” by The Record, one of New Jersey’s
largest newspapers, and was added to Crain’s New
York Business breakout list of “20 under 20” as a
performing artist. In 2018, The Root added Matthew
to its list of 25 “Young Futurist Leaders,” and USA
Today network’s 201 Magazine named him as one
of seven “Rising Stars.” In 2019 and 2020, Matthew
was the winner of the ASCAP Foundation Herb Alpert
Young Jazz Composers Award for his original compositions, “Emotions” and “Underground,” respectively.

Matthew has received the “Outstanding Soloist
Award” from Jazz at Lincoln Center, the Charles
Mingus High School Competition and Festival, and
the Essentially Ellington High School Jazz Band
Competition and Festival. He was also recognized by
the Harlem International Film Festival, which named
him “Most Remarkable Young Person on Screen.”
He’s already toured both in the U.S. and abroad,
performing before The Youth Assembly at the United
Nations headquarters in New York City, and on other
world renowned stages, including: Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts, the Apollo Theater, Carnegie
Hall, and Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York City;
SFJAZZ Center in San Francisco; the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.;
The Raymond F. Kravis Center for the Performing
Arts, Monterey Jazz Festival, Newport Jazz Festival,
Playboy Jazz Festival, Telluride Jazz Festival; and

Matthew Whitaker is a Yamaha Artist. Special thanks
to Jordan Kitt’s Music and Yamaha Artist Services
New York for supplying the Yamaha piano for this
evening’s performance.
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Management for Matthew Whitaker:
Unlimited Myles, Inc.
6 Imaginary Place
Aberdeen, NJ 07747

Isaiah grew up listening to the sounds of great
drummers like Aaron Spears, Dave Weckle, Calvin
Rodgers, Dennis Chambers, Tony Royster, Thomas
Pridgen, Buddy Rich, Eddie Heyward, Lonnie
Christian, Nat Townsley, Jermaine Parrish, George
“Spanky” McCurdy, to name a few. These drummers
motivated him and inspired his passion to become
a drummer. Although gospel drumming is Isaiah’s
most prominent style of playing, he is also wellversed in hip hop, R&B, jazz, dance, pop, funk, and
rock.

Raised by a God-fearing family,
Marcos Robinson was
surrounded by gospel
music since birth. At
age 14, his mom gave
him a starter guitar
kit, and he began
taking lessons right
away. He continued
his studies, graduating
from the New School for
Jazz and Contemporary Music in
2016. He has performed with artists such as Bebe
Winans, Michelle Williams, Kelly Rowland, Mario,
and Lloyd. He has recorded with artists such as
Le’Andria Johnson, Doobie Powell, and Naomi Raine.
He is currently the guitarist for pianist/organist
Matthew Whitaker.

Some of Isaiah’s expansive work extends to Off
Broadway where he has been heard in the play, Tell It,
Sing It, Shout It. Isaiah has toured Germany with the
New York Gospel Stars, and has been the drummer
for Pastor Donnie McClurkin, Fred Hammond, The
Winans Brothers, BeBe Winans, Dorinda ClarkeCole, Hezekiah Walker, Tina Campbell, James Hall,
David Bratton, Casey J., Fifth Harmony, Chris Blue,
An Evening with Patti LaBelle (Atlanta, GA), and Nina
Sky. Isaiah is currently the drummer for Matthew
Whitaker, and when not on tour, he can be heard as
the house drummer at many venues around the New
York/Tri-state area.

New
York–native
and
Cornell
University–
alumnus Karim “Kace”
Hutton is a musician
-songwriter and multifaceted bassist who
strongly believes in the
power of music and the
role it plays in connecting
our world. He is best known
for his versatility in musical tastes
and abilities, sensibility to detail, and ability to carefully execute the artist’s vision, whether in the studio
or on stage. Karim developed a passion for music
from the age of six and has been honing his craft
ever since. He has had the pleasure of collaborating
with numerous creatives such as Omari Hardwick,
Summer Walker, Cordae, Matthew Whitaker, Vojtech
Dyk, and many others. His ultimate goal is to be a
vessel of love and hope through the gift of music and
to give back to the larger community.
Born in Brooklyn, New York
in 1991, Isaiah Johnson
has been sharpening his
drumming skills since
age five. Inspired by
his father, Isaiah gives
praise to him for his early
exposure, knowledge, and
coaching. At the age of six,
Isaiah became the primary
drummer in his local assembly, then
for other churches, groups, and ensembles.

Born in 1985 in Camaguey,
Cuba, Ivan Llanes made his
way to Havana in 2008
and joined Ricardo
Leiva y Sur Caribe and
Grammy-nominated
Orlando “Maraca” Valle
y Otra Vision.
After a U.S. tour with
Maraca in 2011, he relocated to New York to expand
his musical career with world-renowned musicians.
Since then, Ivan has become an indispensable
member of the Latin and Latin-jazz communities.
The versatility of his playing has made him a very
successful musician, collaborating with great artists
from different scenes. He has performed or recorded
with Katreese Barnes, Colin Hay, Arturo O’Farrill
and The Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra, Nella, Carlinhos
Brown, Descemer Bueno, and Mario “Mayito” Rivera,
to name a few.
Ivan is currently working on his own project, The
Cuban Way. It is an effort to reflect the wide variety
of Ivan’s musical influences, incorporating elements
from Cuba and U.S. in a creative setting that
showcases his energy and passion.
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CHILDREN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
Michele Fowlin, artistic director

SOPRANO
Arielle Asare
Katelyn Brown
Kylee Brown
Layla Bunch
Citlali Chambers
Sharli Fleming
McKayla Guthrie
Jordan Holt*
Tamia Johnson
Aniya Jones*
Elisa Quesada Sayler
Kalyani Srivastava
Abigail Traino
Vinyo Sablah

ALTO
Jessica Beaner
Sydney Broady
Alayna Brown
Aniyah Butterworth
Tyana Crider
Joel Crump
Ryleigh Francis
Nia Frazier*
Kayla Giles
Lena Hicks
Anaya JeanJulien
Cai Malone*
Kai Marshall-Villanueva
Lillian Miles
La’Myah Payne
Oni Ransom
Zaji Ransom
Ambria Reese
Taylor Williams Odom

TENOR
Zaybian Brown
Christian Inman*
Cameron King
Dillan Madison
Gabriel Pearson
Walter Pierce Pearson IV*

*section leader

Service for Nelson Mandela, both at the Washington
National Cathedral; the Washington Performing
Arts Gala with Broadway star Matthew Morrison;
the historic Howard Theatre; the U.S. Department of
State; and on NBC’s Today.

Formed in 1993, the
Washington Performing
Arts Children of the
Gospel Choir (COTG)
is one of Washington
Performing Arts’s resident ensembles. COTG has
become a destination choir for
local students who look to develop excellence in
artistry and technique as a performance ensemble.
Chosen through a competitive audition process,
choir members from D.C., Maryland, and Virginia
commit to participating in a year of choral training,
intensive workshops, and a variety of performances
on Washington Performing Arts mainstage and
community events. The COTG program provides
opportunities for youth in grades four through 12 and
promotes an environment of self-confidence, teamwork, and respect.

In June 2017, Washington Performing Arts Men,
Women, and Children of the Gospel Choirs released
a CD entitled Why Do We Sing?, marking the choirs’
25th anniversaries in 2017 and 2018, respectively.
Michele Fowlin is the artistic director for the
Washington Performing Arts Children of the Gospel
Choir. Ms. Fowlin also serves as the director of choral
programs at Eleanor Roosevelt High School (MD);
has conducted various church choirs in the area;
and holds clinics for vocal health and wellness, voice
and piano master classes, and guest directorships
for gospel music workshops. Ms. Fowlin has been
recognized with various awards including the Mayor’s
Arts Award, a Certificate of Recognition from the D.C.
Commission on the Arts and Humanities, and Who’s
Who Among American Teachers.

Under the leadership of Artistic Director Michele
Fowlin, the Children of the Gospel Choir have been
featured at the White House (with Sara Bareilles at
the Canadian State Dinner honoring Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau); the Inaugural Prayer Services for
President Barack Obama and the National Memorial
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Hazel Scott 101st Birthday Celebration: Program 1

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND

Freemance
Perfor

Col Don Schofield, commander and conductor
Michelle Cann, piano
Karen Chilton, co-narrator and co-curator
Adam Clayton Powell III, co-narrator
Murray Horwitz, writer and co-curator

SAT, FEB 5, 8pm
Co-presented with The United States Air Force Band

Special thanks: National Endowment for the Arts; Lydia Micheaux Marshall

MORE INFO & TICKET RESERVATIONS:
WashingtonPerformingArts.org · (202) 785-9727

Fierce Footwork. Female Force.

CHLOE ARNOLD’S
SYNCOPATED LADIES LIVE
SUN, FEB 20, 8pm

Special thanks: Susan S. Angell

Memphis Jookin’: The Show

LIL BUCK

FRI, MAR 25, 8pm
Special thanks: Susan S. Angell

MORE INFO:
WashingtonPerformingArts.org · (202) 785-9727
TICKETS: TheLincolnDC

Tomorrow I May Be Far Away
LARA DOWNES
with special guests

RITA DOVE, poet
and THALEA QUARTET
WED, NOV 3, 8pm • SIXTH & I

Special thanks: Susan S. Angell

Hayes Piano Artist
TIFFANY POON

SUN, DEC 12, 2pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
Special thanks: Susan S. Angell; Betty Bullock and John Silton

LIVING THE DREAM…SINGING THE DREAM
Washington Performing Arts Gospel Choirs
Michele Fowlin & Theodore Thorpe III, artistic directors
The Choral Arts Society of Washington
Scott Tucker, artistic director

SUN, JAN 30, 7pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
Co-presented with the Choral Arts Society of Washington
Special thanks: Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated;
Beech Street Foundation and Mr. Jeffrey Bauman and Ms. Linda Fienberg;
Tom Gallagher, in honor of Turnaround, Inc.; Hubert “Hank” Schlosberg and the
Schlosberg Family; and Bruce Rosenblum and Lori Laitman

MORE INFO & TICKETS:
WashingtonPerformingArts.org · (202) 785-9727

1400 K Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

