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CAN YOU TELL US A FEW THINGS ABOUT YOURSELF 
THAT NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW?
A lot of people don’t know that art in general is a passion 
of mine whether that be in any field. I’m known as a 
dancer but before I even started dancing I was a visual 
artist. I was drawing really well and did a little painting but 
I was a really good drawer. I used to draw anime pictures 
growing up in Middle School and High School and I was 
really good at it and could have made a career out of it but 
once I got into dance, it totally took over. Another thing is, 
I’m hyper flexible. I can fold myself into a ball. I’m a bit of 
a contortionist. Everyone knows I moved to Los Angeles to 
try to make a career out of Memphis Jookin’ and show the 
world what we got here in Memphis and in that journey 
there was a lot of hard times. I moved to LA when I was 19 
years old going on 20. I had to learn on my own the hard 
way at that young age - being in a whole new world and 
new place I’ve never been or lived or didn’t know anybody. 
I had to struggle a lot. I had to sleep outside. I had to go 
through a lot for five or six years before I finally got the 
hang of being in that whole industry out there and knowing 
the business. It took a long journey. A lot of people saw me 
do one commercial and thought that I was made but that 
definitely wasn’t the case.

WHY DO YOU WANT TO BRING MEMPHIS JOOKIN’ TO 
THE WORLD?
I want to bring Memphis Jookin’ to the world because it’s a 
super special dance style. I grew up around this and it was 
just one of the most amazing dance styles I’ve ever seen. 
A lot of dancers in general around the world are inspired 
by Michael Jackson and he was definitely one of my 
inspirations. But to see someone in Memphis do Memphis 
Jookin’ and glide across the floor like that - a lot of these 
dancers out here surpass what Michael Jackson could do 
physically with his body and I think that’s amazing that it’s 
attainable. When I was younger and had those aspirations 
of getting on that level of a Michael Jackson, I never knew 
it was attainable especially being from where I’m from. 
But when I saw guys moving like that, it inspired me 
more than Michael Jackson to be honest. I think that if 
you got people moving in that way of course it’s going to 
be inspiring to people around the world, not just people 
in the communities that it comes from. I thought it was 
something special. I thought it was a diamond in the 
rough. I wanted the world to see what we got going on 
here in Memphis. Another reason is because social media 
has allowed people to hit the ground running on their own 
artistry in a good way as far as being entrepreneurs and 
getting the hang of that at a young age but at the same 
time, there’s a lot of people out there that live in places 
with opportunities to book jobs or gigs and a lot are 
benefitting off seeing Memphis Jookin’ on social media 

and trying it themselves and they are racking up views. 
But then a lot of people who actually start the trends here 
in Memphis don’t get the same amount of love. So I think 
just the world knowing that Memphis Jookin’ is something 
coming out of Memphis and is native to the city and seeing 
the people out here and being able to appreciate them out 
here doing it on the ground floor, it could spark the world 
to want to come and see what we all about. I want the 
world to know about what we doing out here. Just because 
it deserves that global credibility.

HOW HAVE THE ARTS ALLOWED YOU TO EXPRESS 
YOURSELF AND WHY IS THAT A POWERFUL/
VALUABLE/IMPORTANT THING?
The arts have allowed me to express myself in so many 
amazing ways. Through movement I use the arts to express 
myself. Like I said, I used to draw when I was younger. It’s 
just a channel. We can use art as a channel to a lot of 
our emotions and pain and joy and grief and everything. 
We can use this to channel bad and good things we 
experience in life and make something beautiful out of it. 
There’s a lot of hardship here in Memphis where I’m from, 
the streets of Memphis. I’m from Westwood, and you know 
South Memphis and all over Memphis it’s hard out here 
and we need something like art, like Memphis Jookin’ 
to be able to channel a lot of the pain we go through out 
here. Without these mediums to channel these emotions 
and experiences through, it could be channeled in a whole 
different way and most of the time that other way is not 
positive. The arts are vital to us knowing who we are and 
getting to express ourselves and be comfortable with who 
we are when we are people trying to find our way in life 
- like I was trying to do when I was younger. Art literally 
saves lives because without art, there are a lot of people 
who could channel that energy in a whole different way 
that probably wouldn’t be as positive.

WHAT HAVE BEEN SOME OF YOUR HARDEST 
STRUGGLES ON YOUR JOURNEY AS AN ARTIST?
Getting people to understand that street dance is really 
an art. I really consider it that. A lot of people tend to 
put street dancing in a certain box and hip hop as well 
but I think it’s more vast than people know and has the 
potential to reach the hearts and minds on a global scale 
and on a social and political scale as well. I think street 
dance is a super powerful tool that if channeled right and 
put out there in a strong way, has the power to change 
the world. It can really shift a lot of people’s perspectives 
on life and on different social issues happening in the 
world and beyond. For me personally, I have a company 
with my partner Jon Boogz called Movement Art Is and 
we use it to show people the true art of street dance 
and how we can speak on a lot of things, whether it’s 
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political or social issues that really hit home for us and 
are really important for people’s awareness. And we use 
our platform to express ourselves and reach the hearts 
and minds of people who sometimes talking won’t. When 
you talk to certain people, it can get argumentative or 
debatable but experiencing arts through movement – 
which is one of the most innate forms of communication 
- it doesn’t just hit your mind, it reaches your heart and 
soul. Sometimes that can be a very challenging thing to 
get people to understand but once they do, their lives 
are changed forever just like mine was when I first 
experienced Memphis Jookin’.

CAN YOU TALK ABOUT YOUR ROLE IN THE EVOLUTION 
OF MEMPHIS JOOKIN’ AND HOW IT’S SIMILAR TO THE 
STORY IN THE SHOW? 
I believe my role in Memphis Jookin’ is a simple role. I 
see myself as an ambassador for the style – as a leading 
ambassador for the culture. I see myself as a student still 
and a fan. I’m just doing as much as I can for the art and 
for the dance and for the movement and the culture. I’m 
not the only one doing things. There are lots of people 
here on the ground floor in Memphis that are playing a 
big role in Memphis Jookin’ and it being what it is. I’ll 
never give myself too high of a position because I’m not 
the only person doing things. There’s been people taking 
and running point on that back in the day back before I 
even knew about Memphis Jookin.’ I’m just one person 
in a whole lineage of the culture that is playing my part 
and trying to show the world what we got going on here 
in Memphis.I will say as far as the evolution of the dance 
style I believe a lot of people in this new generation after 
me have really adopted a lot of the ways that I move if 
that makes any sense. Growing up I tried to develop, all 
Jookers really try to, develop their own style and way 
that they approach the dance style. For me having such 
a unique style and what I do and all of the success that 
I have been blessed enough to experience in the culture 
and through Memphis Jookin’ has inspired a lot of people 
to want to take the way I move. I inspired a lot of people 
to wanna be able to take that to new levels. A lot of young 
people right now are doing certain moves that I was doing 
when I started and taking that to the next level and making 
it their own and now this next generation of Jookers are 
moving in ways I never imagined moving in. As far as the 
evolution of the dancestyle, it will continue to evolve as 
long as we keep this culture alive.I think when I was a 
kid – it was weird. I was that dancer that could move good 
but wasn’t really considered a Jooker or authentic Jooker 
yet. I just fell in love with the dance style and tried to learn 
as much as I possibly could. I lived in Westwood on the 
other side of town and there wasn’t a lot of people Jookin’ 
in Westwood, only a few really well known. That’s what 
pushed me to try to be as great as I can be. I wanted to get 
the attention of the people I look up to, that I used to watch 
on DVDs and VHS growing up. That’s what kinda made 
me go so hard when I was growing up. And to reach this 
level now where I’m respected in this way - I don’t know 

how to feel about it. I’m still a fan of a lot of these guys. 
A lot of this happened really fast for me - not so fast but 
actually really fast if that makes sense. Personal success 
happened through the movement fast and I still get wide 
eyed when I see a lot of the people that I was dancing 
with back when I was growing up doing this dance style. 
I ‘m still such a fan of a lot of people in the movement 
and Memphis Jookin’ in general. I say it’s a great feeling 
because I know how bad I wanted it, how bad I wanted to 
be recognized in the culture – especially being born in 
Chicago and raised in Memphis. My family moved here 
when I was 7 years old and I always wanted to be a part 
of a group, to be accepted. The fact that this community 
accepted me and this culture accepted me with open arms 
was an amazing thing and helps drive me to keep this 
lineage going as best as I can.

WHAT DO YOU WANT PEOPLE TO TAKE AWAY FROM 
THE MEMPHIS JOOKIN’ SHOW?
I just want people to be inspired. Inspiration. To see that 
this is not just a street dance style. We can take this as far 
as being a show at the Orpheum Theatre and beyond.This is 
going on tour. I want the show to inspire the youth that will 
come out and see it so they aspire to be a part of something 
like this or to go as far as we’re going and we’re taking 
it.There’s still a lot of people who see me as this anomaly 
in a way of people that’s made it as far as I made it but I 
don’t see it like that at all because there was people like 
G-force – a group that I was a part of - that was  taking it to 
new heights and before that it was G-style, back in the day 
who signed with P-Diddy and they took it above and beyond 
with music and dance. I just want people to understand 
that this is something that’s definitely attainable as far as 
taking it as far as you want to take it and making a career 
out of doing something that you love like dance. And I 
want people to know what we are about out here. I want to 
give people a glimpse of the culture and the authenticity 
of the dance style and of the culture of Memphis Jookin.’ 
Some have their own perception especially with new social 
dances that are out there and social media - all these quick 
Instagram and TikTok dancers and people embed a few 
Memphis Jookin’ moves within it and people are confused 
about what Memphis Jookin’ really is. People think THAT’s 
Memphis Jookin and it’s so much more to the culture and I 
think people deserve to know that, and Memphis deserves 
people to be able to see it in that light. I want people to 
leave the show having that much more information and 
knowledge and education about Memphis Jookin. There is 
an educational component to the show. You will learn about 
the dance and the music it came from, the different DJs 
that made the music for us to move like this. You’ll learn so 
much from the show and have fun while you’re doing it. I 
want people to take the knowledge of the Memphis culture 
and how we turned this dance into a global phenomenon 
and the authenticity of what we do here in Memphis and I 
want them to take great inspiration as well.
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WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
WHO MIGHT BE MISUNDERSTOOD  BY OLDER 
GENERATIONS?
I would say that history is important but evolution is 
important as well so try to find balance. Find balance in 
your life. Respect what came before and what’s helped 
pave the way but be open minded enough to not be afraid 
to change the game and evolve. Life is about growth, 
right? It’s not just about staying the same forever. I try to 
practice that as much as possible in my life. Continuous 
growth but with also respecting the people that came 
before me. Find that balance.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WHO 
WANT TO PURSUE THE ARTS?
Stay consistent with what you want out of life and believe 
in yourself more than anybody else because nobody else 
will do that. Only you can get yourself there. Believe in 
yourself at the highest level. Have that drive and ambition 
that no one can stop. If you really love and want to do 
what you love to do, take your passion to the next level. 
Go for it no matter what, no matter what anybody says. 
Even if anybody calls you crazy. If they say you can’t do 
that or it’s never been done – go for it and go for it hard 
with all of your heart. Fully invest yourself to the end and 
stay consistent. Consistency and drive and that ambition 
will get you so far in life. There’s a lot of people who don’t 
think so but I personally am a living testimony to that. If 
it wasn’t for the drive and persistence and passion and 
love that I have for this dance form, I probably would 
have came home a long time ago when I was dealing 
with my hardships when I moved from Memphis and if 
so I never would have reached the heights I reached. 
Love what you’re doing hard - hard enough to where 
nobody can - nothing will waiver that passion or drive 
that you have to succeed.

Courtesy of The Orpheum Theatre Group, Memphis, TN
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Charles “Lil Buck” Riley, Dancer, Choreographer, 
Producer
Charles “Lil Buck” Riley is a movement artist known for 
bringing a freestyle-based street dance involving intricate 
footwork, called Memphis Jookin, to a mainstream 
audience across the world.  Raised in Memphis, TN he 
was introduced to the urban street dance style around the 
age of 13 years old; after moving up in the Jookin ranks, 
he studied ballet for two years on scholarship.  He quickly 
made a niche for himself by adding his own style and 
imagination to create signature moves – which include 
gliding across space as if gravity doesn’t exist. 

In 2011, Lil Buck performed with YoYo Ma to his rendition of 
Camille Saint-Saëns’ “The Swan.”  Spike Jonze happened 
to be in the audience and was so blown away by the 
performance, he taped it on his phone and posted it on the 
internet.  The video quickly went viral with over 3 million 
views on YouTube. Since then, he’s performed with Cirque 
du Soleil’s Michael Jackson: One, Benjamin Millipied, 
Janelle Monae and Madonna to name a few.

His dancing abilities combined with his unique style 
has made him a fashion icon. Lil Buck was awarded the 
Wall Street Journal Innovator award in 2014. In 2015 he 
collaborated alongside Mikhail Baryshnikov in a campaign 
for Rag & Bone’s Fall/Winter campaign and has appeared 
in ads for brands such as Jordan, Karl Lagerfeld, Chanel, 
Kaporal Jeans, Gap and more. He also designed a capsule 
collection for Versace.  

Lil Buck continues to defy gravity in Apple’s AirPods 
commercial which garnered over 8 million views on 
YouTube within two weeks.  He also starred in Lexus’ 2017 
Super Bowl commercial, and you can see some of his 
moves through the role of the “Mouse King” in Disney’s 
feature film The Nutcracker and the Four Realms.

Buck is Co-Founder of MOVEMENT ART IS, an organization 
focused on using movement artistry to inspire change in 
the world. Lil Buck collaborated with dancer Jon Boogz and 
artist Alexa Meade to create Color of Reality, a short film 
addressing gun violence.  The film won CNN’s Great Big 
Story “Art as Impact” Award and Toronto Short Festival’s 
“Best Experimental Film” and was also nominated for 
World of Dance’s “Concept Video of the Year”. Buck also 
starred in the nature inspired short film Honor Thy Mother 
which addresses the need for humans to take better care 
of our planet. Lil Buck continues to share his Art, Activism, 
and one-of-a-kind style of movement with the world.

Amy “Catfox” Campion, Director
Amy “Catfox” Campion is a dance art maker, activist, and 
educator who empowers people through Hip-Hop Culture. 
Her work crosses artistic and cultural boundaries: 
transplanting hip-hop dance from street to stage, remixing 
street dance vocabularies, and telling stories through a 
multimedia intersection of dance, theater, film, poetry, 

graffiti art, and music. Through a collaborative creative 
process, Campion partners with performers to create 
choreography that is both virtuosic and expressive. Her 
work showcases the innate capacity of Hip-Hop art forms 
to advocate for positive social change. Campion’s dance art 
experience spans two decades and includes multiple dance 
styles, most prominently, Breaking, Hip-Hop, and Capoeira. 
In 2006, Campion graduated from UCLA’s Department of 
World Arts and Cultures with an MFA in Choreography. 
From 2007 to 2019, Campion founded and directed Antics, 
a multimedia hip-hop dance theater company. Campion’s 
work has been presented internationally, nationally, and 
extensively throughout greater Los Angeles. She is a part-
time faculty member at California State University Long 
Beach Dance Department. Anticsperformance.com

Ameenah Kaplan, Writer
Ameenah Kaplan holds a BFA in directing from the 
Academy of Art University Film School. She also attended 
New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts for acting. 
She has served as Resident Director for Disney’s The Lion 
King on Broadway and on the show’s North American tour, 
and appears on the ABC+ show Encore! as a choreographer 
and director. She spent her early career working as an 
actor, choreographer, and drummer. Her acting credits 
include Avengers: Infinity War, guest star and recurring 
roles on The Office and Grey’s Anatomy, and she was in 
the original American cast of Stomp. She’s been a drum 
coach with Blue Man Group for 18 years and has played 
drums for Rihanna, Macy Gray, Adam Lambert, and Rod 
Stewart. Other directing credits include The Wiz for First 
Stage Milwaukee, Our Country’s Good at American Players 
Theatre, Meet Vera Stark at Purdue U., How to Break for 
the Village Theater Seattle, The Royale at ACT Theatre 
Seattle, and Bash’d for LA’s Celebration Theatre. She 
directed Molodi: Up Close and Personal for Las Vegas’ 
premiere body percussion group and consults for Antics 
Hip Hop Theater Company in LA. She has twice directed for 
Noah Wylie’s Young Playwright’s Festival. Her short film, 
Man with a Movie Camera premiered at Hollyshorts Film 
Festival in 2014. She directed an award-winning short, The 
American Failure, hosted by multiple film festivals. She 
has choreographed more than two-dozen shows for stage 
and TV, including Dancing with the Stars. She originated 
the choreography for The Royale at the Kirk Douglas 
Theatre in LA and for The Dancing Granny by Ashley Bryan 
at the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta. Ameenah is the recipient 
of Gregory, Ovation, Sherwood, Queen of Angels, and 
multiple NAACP and LA Weekly awards for choreography, 
fight choreography, and directing.
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Malcolm Barrett, Writer
Malcolm Barrett is a veteran stage and screen actor/
playwright who most recently can be seen in the Emmy-
nominated series Genius: Aretha Franklin opposite Tony-
Award winner Cynthia Erivo. Known for television series like 
The Boys, It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia, The Sopranos 
and series regular roles on Better Off Ted, Preacher, and 
Timeless, he’s also made numerous film appearances in 
movies like Tom Hanks’ Larry Crowne, Dear White People, 
Peeples, the Academy-Award winning The Hurt Locker, 
etc. More recent credits include Disney Plus’ Just Beyond 
and Shudder’s Black horror anthology Horror Noire. A 
former Nuyorican Poetry Cafe national team member, 
he also wrote, produced and acted in the play, Brain 
Problems (The Pico), which was nominated for an Ovation 
writing award and produced by Ammo Theatre, of which he 
is a founding member and former Artistic Director. Short 
plays he’s written include Trial By Fury (MCC Theatre) 
and The Board Room (Acme Theatre). He is an Ovation-
Award winning actor for the play, The Recommendation. 
He is thankful to the performers who gave their whole 
spirit to this production and to the creative team behind 
Memphis Jookin - The Show for this opportunity, including 
Lil Buck, Jai, Amy, the Mulherins, Helena, Terran,  
Dr. Rico and decades long friends and family, co-
writer Ameenah Kaplan, Producer Alex Barnes and the 
Orpheum’s Jen McGrath.

Terran Noir Gary, Choreographer
A native of Memphis, TN Terran Gary is currently the Dance 
Team Manager for the Memphis Grizzlies NBA Basketball 
team where she is responsible for the management, 
direction, choreography & staging of Grizzlies Dance 
Entertainment Teams including Grizz Girls, Blue Bunch 
and Grannies & Grandpas.

In addition to her work with the Grizzlies, Terran is Owner 
and Artistic Director of SubRoy Studios in Memphis where 
she is responsible  for the professional development of 
aspiring professional performers in the greater Memphis 
area. SubRoy Studios offers a diverse dance curriculum, 
preparing dancers for the commercial market. As a dance 
collective, Subculture Royalty fosters the development 
of dynamic choreographers and performers. SubRoy 
requires calculated marketing and promotional strategies 
as well as athletic training for performances.

Marico “Dr. Rico” Flake, Jookin Choreographer/
Movement Creator
Memphis native Marico “Dr. Rico” Flake is one of the most 
influential dancers and teachers in urban dance, especially 
known for helping develop and promote Memphis Jookin, a 
street style that carries the spirit of the Blues City. Dr. Rico 
has been featured on Fox’s So You Think You Can Dance, 
Dancing with the Stars and was nominated for a Grammy 
for Best Choreography for his work with Janelle Monae on 
her music video “Tightrope.” He choreographed the first 
Memphis Jookin Dance Tour and is a founder and leading 
member of the legendary Jookin crew G-Force, responsible 
for establishing the first known Jookin academy. He also 

helped form the international dance crew The Assassins – 
Warriors of Light. Dr. Rico is the co-author of “The Jook,” 
the book that codified Jookin and ballet, and he authored 
an online Memphis Jookin certificate program with the 
International Urban Dance Academy. He’s particularly 
known for his focus on learning and exploring what dance 
teaches us about life, and what life teaches us about dance. 
Now, as a member of Urban Artistry based in the D.C. area, 
his goal is to further the Human Genome Project through 
the anthropology of dance. He has traveled to a number of 
countries around the world sharing the various cultures 
of dance he represents, in a quest to simultaneously keep 
traditions alive and innovation ever present.

Marshall and Parker Mulherin, Composers & Music 
Directors
Marshall and Parker Mulherin are twin brothers from 
Memphis, where they grew up surrounded by music –– 
their father is a professional musician and their mother 
a knowledgeable fan with wide-ranging musical tastes. 
While marinating in the rich musical environment at home, 
they grew up as percussionists in middle school and high 
school band. Early in their college years at Loyola New 
Orleans, they discovered their vocations as composers, 
songwriters, and singers, and began releasing original 
songs online as Mulherin and playing live in New Orleans 
clubs and college venues.

Lil Buck entered the Mulherins’ lives when they were 
commissioned to create music for his performances with 
Memphis’s New Ballet Ensemble in 2014 and again in 2016. 
They moved to Los Angeles the next year to pursue their 
musical career, but stayed creatively engaged with Buck, 
contributing music to “Love Heals All Wounds,” the first 
production from his Movement Art Is organization, and a 
composition for the Vail Dance Festival. They’ve toured 
nationally and were finishing up their next Mulherin EP and 
music video when Buck invited them to join the creative 
team for Memphis Jookin: The Show. They were delighted 
to dive back into his unique creative world, composing and 
producing a wide stylistic range of music for the show.

Their career as Mulherin also continues full steam, with a 
new EP and plenty of other songs available on all the music 
streaming services (Spotify, Apple Music, etc.), videos on 
YouTube, and more live performances on the horizon.

Joe Mulherin, Video Producer
Joe’s smorgasbord of a career has served up video 
projects, music, writing, live events, and other savory 
adventures that have arisen over the decades. He has 
written, produced and directed 40+ years of video projects 
for live shows, television, corporations, non-profits and 
other clients.  He’s probably written most things there 
are to write – articles, scripts, speeches/presentations, 
ads, all-purpose prose, even a TED Talk (but no book yet). 
His eclectic array of gigs as a trumpeter/arranger cover 
broad musical territory, from Jackie Wilson to The Band, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, Brenda Lee, Levon Helm, Keith Richards, 
and Toots Hibbert, among many, some more famous than 
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others. He’s served as music supervisor, consultant, 
composer or score producer on over 50 feature films, 
documentaries, and TV shows. As a music director he’s 
logged that many live events and stage musicals. His live 
productions have likewise run the gamut, from Fortune 
500 corporate events to award shows, galas, NBA halftime 
shows, music and dance concerts, and lots of etcetera.  
His work has thankfully taken him to many countries on 
three continents. But as productive as all these years have 
been, by far his finest productions are Marshall and Parker 
(see above).

Craten “Jai Pro” Armmer, Producer/Tour Manager/Music 
Jai Pro is a Memphian first before everything. He has an 
extreme love for his city and all it has contributed to the 
world. His love for Memphis and protection of its assets 
was the biggest factor that led him to his involvement in 
helping establish Memphis Jookin to the world. 

Jai Pro began his career in television and music early.  By 
the age of 20, he had worked “hands on” in the Television 
Industry for over 6 years and created his own music as 
early as 15 years old.  By 2008, after seeing a lot of fly-
by-night dances become popular, Jai scoured the city for 
anyone Jookin. “I couldn’t find anything on the web about 
Jookin, Gangsta Walking, anything “ 

In 2006 Jai released Memphis Jookin Vol 1 featuring 
the premiere Jookers of the city. Thanks to the DVD, in 
addition to promotion on an emerging new platform called 
“Youtube”, Memphis Jookin hit the city and the entire world 
instantly. By 2010, Jookin had spread to all continents and 
was beginning to get recognized in the dance industry. 

Since 2010, Jai has continued to push this dance style for 
his city and it has taken him all across the world. Since 
then, Jai has booked on Memphis Jookers on commercials, 
music videos, movies and managed the most influential 
Jooker, Lil Buck. Months before the pandemic shut down 
the world, Jai and Lil Buck were introduced to CAMI Music 
in Paris and 2 1/2 years later we are here. Lookout for 
the non-profit Memphis Jookin Arts Academy which will 
be opening later in 2022 and more big things involving 
Memphis Jookin Globally. @MemphisJookin EVERYWHERE

CAST

Dai’Vian “Stro” Washington (JJ)  
Dai’Vian, a 22-year-old native Memphian, has been 
dancing since he was six years old. A ninth grade theater 
class revealed his acting talent that he has since developed 
by performing in plays through high school and college. 
He followed Jookin on the internet, but developed his 
own style in the likes of Chris Brown/Michael Jackson, 
and only began to learn Jookin in the past several years. 
Working with top-flight Jookers in the show has been very 
motivating: “I’ve gotten so much advice from them, so 
much inspiration about how to be myself and incorporate 
that into the way that I dance.” @Stro.901

Eric “Surf” Taylor, (Double OG, Rehearsal Director)
Surf, one of the show’s real OG’s at 30, was born and 
raised in Memphis. He was all about sports until dancing 
got his attention at 15, first in hip-hop, the last 13 years 
as a jooker, inspired by his older brother, Memphis Jookin 
pioneer (and the show’s co-choreographer) Dr. Rico. 
Surf has been a member of the seminal Memphis Jookin 
groups G-Force and 2 Live Crew. “I’ve been in the game so 
long, I’m not just Jookin for myself any more,” he says. I’m 
Jookin for the ones who couldn’t make it to this point in 
their career or in their life. I put them in my heart and just 
move forward with that.” @Surf_Taylor

Bradley “Geno” Davis (DJ Fly)    
Geno is 28 and grew up dancing for fun. By the mid-2000s, 
with Jookin all around him in Memphis and on brand-new 
YouTube, he started teaching himself through videos and 
practicing on his own. His independent approach gives 
him a unique style, and he competed on Fox’s So You 
Think You Can Dance, Season 12. He’s a member of 901.
ent/The DreamTeam and says that Jookin has taught him 
vital lessons: “I learned the best thing you can do in life 
is be yourself –– a hundred percent,” he says. “And you 
have to work hard at anything that you’re serious about, 
because it’s only going to give you what you give it.” Now 
he’s passing along those lessons to his five-year-old son 
Ethen. @LGENO901

Jerame “Dome De Geai” Braden (Ensemble)
Dome is only 18 but he’s been involved in Jookin since he 
was a toddler. His father DJ Kojack DJed Jookin events 
around Memphis and he tagged along: “I was that little 
kid just sitting in the back, just watching,” he says. “I 
got inspired.” Soon he was dancing himself, studying 
at several studios, and joined the M Town Image crew, 
where his freestyle flourished. Dome is also active as a 
photographer/videographer, painter, clothing designer 
and studies graphic design. But, he says, there’s “a certain 
type of love that I get from dancing that I don’t get from 
anything else.” uuglyalien.com @domedegeai

Ryan Haskett (Ensemble, Social Media Manager)
Ryan is a 29 year-old artist and entrepreneur from 
Memphis. He’s studied dance since he was 10 –– tap, jazz, 
ballet, hip-hop –– and joined the Memphis Grizzlies junior 
dance team before he hit his teens, but he says, “Memphis 
Jookin is my home.” He met Lil Buck in 2007 when Jookin 
was just hitting YouTube, and he jumped headfirst into the 
Jookin scene. Ryan is also one of Memphis’s top DJ’s and 
is an active photographer, videographer, musician, and 
a budding entrepreneur in all his fields of interest. Ryan 
credits his spirituality and his daily practice of meditation 
for the balance and success in his life. @RyanTheMindTV
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Dra’em Hines (Ensemble) 
A 19-year-old Memphis native, Dra’em was inspired 
to dance by his father, an amateur Gangsta Walker. He 
showed Dra’em the basics and took him to his first Jookin 
sessions. He says, “I’ve been inspired by every Jooker old 
and new as I was introduced to the culture.” He’s a member 
of the crew 901.ent/The Dream Team, and appeared with 
them in a Kerwin Frost Adidas TV commercial. Dra’em is 
committed to meditation as a daily practice and feels it has 
made a real difference in his life: “When you get on the 
floor after meditating, it’s like you’re in the flow. Meditating 
is definitely the way to go.” @draem901

Elise “DanceBeastElise” Landrum (Ensemble)
Elise earned the title Queen of Memphis Jookin in 2019. 
She fell in love with the style at 7, watching YouTube videos, 
and once she started lessons she never looked back. 
Home-schooled, she spends time practicing or “labbing” 
every day. She won Heavy Hittas Battlefest Tournament 
and competed in the national finals in Washington, DC. For 
Elise, this tour puts it all together: “I’m getting paid to do 
what I love to do with people who I’ve been dancing with 
for years… people who’ve helped me. It’s really lovely.” @
GangstaE901

Jadyn “Smooth” Nathan (Ensemble)
Jadyn’s family moved from Boston to Memphis when he 
was 3, and the city’s dancing culture caught his interest 
right away. He started taking lessons, and by 6 he was in 
one of the first Jookin academies, learning from the city’s 
best. Soon he was competing in local battles, and now at 
18 he’s one of the city’s finest young Jookers –– he won the 
2021 Memphis regional Red Bull Dance Your Style event 
and competed in the national finals in Washington, DC. 
Jadyn feels the Memphis Jookin tour is the next step: “I’m 
ready to just to keep going. Any opportunity that’s after 
this, I’m ready for it!” @iamjadynsmooth

Wes “King Wes” Stewart (Ensemble)
Wes has danced since he was 3 years old and at 23, his 
broad dance background includes studies at almost every 
hip hop and Jookin studio in Memphis, and a couple of 
ballet academies. He has worked professionally for the 
past 9 years, most recently as a member of the Memphis 
Grizzlies dance team. Wes also has entrepreneurial 
plans, especially as a clothing designer. After dancing 
in choreographed styles, returning to Jookin has been a 
liberating experience for him: “It’s an empowerment thing 
–– it’s freedom!” @Kvngs.island_

Jasina “Sina Trendin” Tate (Ensemble)
Sina began Jookin 8 years ago and now at 22 she’s found 
her creative path. Like many dancers, she first learned 
from YouTube videos, but found that live sessions with 
experienced Jookers were important: “they know how to 
move and flow with the music. It’s all different live.” As one 
of the few women Jookers, she encourages more women 
to get involved, for the creative and the personal benefits: 
“I learned from Jookin to be confident within yourself, you 
know, love yourself and love the craft and what you do.” @
Sinatrendin901

Larray Curry Walker (Ensemble)
Larray says his family noticed his budding dance ability 
when he was only 2, but he started taking it seriously at 
age 12, when he joined one of the top Memphis dance 
studios. The key was taking what he learned there home, 
practicing and practicing some more. Now 18, Larray 
describes his personal style as a combination of hip hop, 
freestyle, and Jookin. He also appreciates the life lessons 
he’s learned. “Jookin has taught me a lot, especially to 
have a mind of my own and take the path that I want to 
take.” @larraycurry

CAMI MUSIC
Merging the worlds of live event production and artist 
management, Columbia Artists Music LLC (CAMI Music) has 
swiftly become an international leader in the performing 
arts. CAMI Music specializes in the general management 
and touring of prominent musicians and performing 
artists, as well as providing production and consultation 
services for large-scale events and festivals worldwide. 
Recognizing the global stature of the performing arts, 
CAMI Music has allied many of its Artists and Events with 
distinguished global brands through endorsement and 
sponsorship opportunities. 

Established in 2004 by Ronald A. Wilford, Founder, and 
CEO of Columbia Artists Management, and Jean-Jacques 
Cesbron, then EVP of Columbia Artists Management, 
CAMI Music is an independently owned and operated 
management company. CAMI Music’s dedicated booking 
and production departments specialize in the fulfillment 
of the roster’s touring specifications while satisfying the 
demand for performances around the world.

ORPHEUM THEATRE GROUP 
(Co-Producer) Memphis-based, four-time Tony Award 
winning non-profit performing arts institution, under 
the leadership of President & CEO Brett Batterson. 
With a mission to Entertain, Educate, and Enlighten, the 
organization presents year-round entertainment featuring 
concerts, Broadway, dance, and special events as well 
as accessible education and community engagement 
programming.
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EXECUTIVE STAFF

Jenny Bilfield 
  President & CEO 

Douglas H. Wheeler 
  President Emeritus

Helen Edwards 
  Special Assistant to the  
  President & CEO 

ADVANCEMENT

Elizabeth Racheva  
  Chief Advancement Officer 

Meiyu Tsung  
  Director of Individual Giving  

Sara Trautman-Yeğenoğlu  
  Assistant Director of  
  Advancement Resources  

Natalie Groom  
  Manager of Advancement  
  Operations & Analytics 

Rebbeca Krupa Wilcoski  
  Advancement Assistant 

RJ Whyte Event Production  
  Special Events  

Reilly Lincavicks  
  Advancement Intern 

Nate Reilly  
  Advancement Intern

Lauren Wycoff  
  Advancement Intern

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE MEDIA

Ceylon Mitchell  
  Assistant Director of Communications  
  & Creative Media 

Scott Thureen  
  Creative Media & Analytics Manager  

Amanda Sweet  
  Bucklesweet,  
  Press & Media Relations 

Elayna Speight  
  Inked Designs, Graphic Designer  

EDUCATION &  
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Michelle Hoffmann  
  Director of Education &  
  Community Engagement  

Trisha Taylor  
  Assistant Director of Education  

Katheryn R. Brewington  
  Manager of Choir Operations  

Raynetta Wiggins-Jackson  
  Manager of Choir  
  Curriculum & Performance 

Valerie Murray  
  Education & Community  
  Program Manager  

Alex DeTour  
  Cultural Diplomacy & Education Intern

Matt Hoffmann  
  Education & Community  
  Engagement Intern

Sage Lang  
  Choral Education & Performance Intern

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

Eric James  
  Chief Financial Officer 

Karin Hong  
  Director of Operations & Administration  

Erica Mucci  
  Controller 

Kamyar Fardshisheh  
  Finance & Administration Coordinator 

Jacob Wang  
  Business Administration Intern

PATRON SERVICES

Tyler Teagle  
  Patron Services Manager 

Mbissane Diagne  
  Patron Services Associate

PROGRAMMING & PRODUCTION

Samantha Pollack  
  Director of Programming 

Kayla Loree  
  Manager of Programming Operations 

Madeline Redding  
  Programming & Production Intern

SPECIAL PRODUCTIONS & INITIATIVES

Eric E. Richardson  
  Supervising Producer  

Alex Galiatsatos  
  Manager of Creative Media &  
  Mars Arts D.C.  

RESIDENT ARTISTS 

Murray Horwitz 
  Artist in Residence  

Michele Fowlin  
  Artistic Director, 
  Children of the Gospel Choir  

Theodore Thorpe III  
  Artistic Director,  
  Men & Women of the Gospel Choir 

Stanley J.Thurston  
  Artistic Director Emeritus,  
  Washington Performing Arts  
  Gospel Choirs

Anthony Walker  
  Music Director,  
  Washington Performing Arts  
  Gospel Choirs 
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One of the most established and honored performing arts institutions in America, Washington Performing Arts has 
engaged for more than half a century with artists, audiences, students, and civic life. The city is truly our stage: for 
decades, in venues ranging from concert halls and clubs to public parks, we have presented a tremendous range of 
artists and art forms, from the most distinguished symphony orchestras to both renowned and emerging artists in 
classical music, gospel music, jazz, culturally-specific genres, dance, and more. We also have an ever-expanding 
artistic and educational presence on the internet, envisioning ongoing opportunities for online connection and 
community.

Washington Performing Arts deeply values its partnerships with local organizations and other arts institutions. 
Through events online and in myriad performance venues and neighborhoods, we engage international visiting 
artists in community programs and introduce local artists to wider audiences. We place a premium on establishing 
artists as a continuing presence in the lives of both young people and adults through residencies and education 
programs.

Our achievements have been recognized with a National Medal of Arts and with three Mayor’s Arts Awards from the 
DC Government. We have now embarked upon our second half-century, ever inspired by the motto of our founder, 
Patrick Hayes: “Everybody in, nobody out.”

From event sponsor Susan S. Angell:

"Whether a player or audience member,  
we participate in the universe of the arts."

I recently ran across a paragraph by country singer Willie Nelson that struck me. 
He said, “We are all the same. There is no difference anywhere in the world. People 
are people. They laugh, cry, feel, and love, and music seems to be the common 
denominator that brings us all together. Music cuts through all boundaries and 
goes right to the soul.”

Thank you for saying it so well, Willie. What we hear grew from what came before. 
Some pieces and stories we can hear hundreds of times and never tire of. They 
always speak to us. New sounds and words take us to worlds unexplored in 
our imaginations. Whether a player or audience member, we participate in the 
universe of the arts.

Enjoy and peace to all.

—Susan S. Angell

Washington Performing Arts
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

@WashPerformArts @washingtonperformingarts
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MORE INFO & TICKETS:  
WashingtonPerformingArts.org · (202) 785-9727

LIVING THE DREAM…SINGING THE DREAM
Washington Performing Arts Gospel Choirs

Michele Fowlin & Theodore Thorpe III, artistic directors
The Choral Arts Society of Washington

Scott Tucker, artistic director
SUN, APR 10, 7pm • KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL

Co-presented with the Choral Arts Society of Washington

Special thanks: Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated; The Edith Glick Shoolman 
Children’s Foundation; the Beech Street Foundation and Mr. Jeffrey Bauman and Ms. Linda 

Fienberg; Barbara Myers and Tom Gallagher, in honor of Turnaround, Inc.; Trista L. P. Colbert 
and Theodore Colbert; Hubert “Hank” Schlosberg and the Schlosberg Family; Rudy Burwell 

and Mona Mohib, in loving memory of Rudolph Burwell, Sr.; Bruce Rosenblum and Lori 
Laitman; Mrs. Paula Seigle Goldman; Alison Francis; and Mr. and Mrs. Glen Howard. 

Migguel Anggelo’s  
ENGLISH WITH AN ACCENT

Music and Lyrics by Migguel Anggelo and Jaime Lozano
Musical Direction and Arrangements by Jaime Lozano

Directed,  Choreographed and Developed by Avihai Haham
FRI, APR 1, 8pm • GALA HISPANIC THEATRE

Co-presented with GALA Hispanic Theatre. Commissioning support from the 
Cultural Arts Center at Montgomery College.

Special thanks: Susan S. Angell; Pepco, An Exelon Company; and  
Jenny Bilfield and Joel Phillip Friedman.

An Evening with Itzhak Perlman
ITZHAK PERLMAN, violin 
ROHAN DE SILVA, piano
SAT, APR 2, 8pm 
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
Special thanks: Dr. Gary Mather and Ms. Christina Co Mather; 
Frank Islam and Debbie Driesman; and Dr. Mark Cinnamon and 
Ms. Doreen Kelly.

Tickets

$40 

Tickets

$45+ 

Tickets

$25+ 


