
2022/23 SEASON
THE WORLD IN OUR CITY



This season was such a delight to plan, and we are excited 
to share it with you! So many of our 2022/23 programming 
decisions were informed by your deep engagement and 
feedback—at the heart of it, your eagerness to see your 
Washington Performing Arts in vibrant, creative, good health. 
And on behalf of all of us, thank you for helping “make it 
happen,” as we say!

Leading an arts organization brings the pleasure and 
responsibility of imagining the future—the arts and their 
impact on our audiences—and at the same time, taking into 
account the social and economic currents that affect us all. 
While the future is “unknowable,” I feel certain that at the 
intersection of arts and community, we so often seek and 
find inspiration, connection, comfort, hope, and beauty. We 
reveled in these shared experiences when we returned to 
live performances, in person. And truly, this is central to 
the enduring mission of Washington Performing Arts: to 
“champion the arts as a unifying force.” 

With the season theme—The World in Our City—we have 
embraced the unifying force of the arts with gusto! Our 
artists are bringing bold, imaginative programs with a strong 
sense of cultural identity, personal vision, and creative voice. 
Orchestras are back (traveling from as far as 10,000 miles 
away)! Long-incubated projects are coming to fruition. New 
series, such as the intimate Terrace Theater Recitalists 
Series, have been crafted and curated to foster connection 
among artists and audience members. Beloved artists will 
return, and exciting newcomers will make their debuts. 
We also celebrate the 30th Anniversary of our gospel choir 
program and shine a spotlight on extraordinary local artists 
who make their life and work in this region through our Mars 
Arts D.C. programs. 

Please connect, engage, and join us in this kaleidoscope of 
artistry from around the world. Don’t forget our free events 
and family-friendly performances! There are many reasons 
to subscribe (from priority seating access to generous 
discounts to free exchanges—locking in the best pricing 
before single tickets go on sale). And please consider 
becoming a Friend or renewing (and upgrading!) your Friends 
gift to support our award-winning arts education programs, 
and to meet other arts enthusiasts in our Greater D.C. 
community.

On behalf of the Washington Performing Arts Team, Board, 
Junior Board, and Women’s Committee, thank you for loving 
the arts as we do. 

With gratitude and applause,

Jenny Bilfield, President & CEO

Putting on the Ritz by Hector J. Torres.  
We are grateful to Mr. Torres, a long-time supporter 
and former Board member, who is also an 
accomplished artist, for allowing us to incorporate 
his artwork imagery into our season brochure design. 
HectorJTorresArtist.com
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SUBSCRIBE 
& SAVE

Great seats. The best prices. Unlimited options.

Choose 1 of 2 formats:

Fixed Package Subscription Series
New in 2022-23: This season marks the return of our curated fixed package 
subscription series, cornerstones of our programming with maximum benefits.

a)    Orchestra Series: Awe-inspiring symphonic sounds from leading orchestras
b) Hayes Piano Series: Featuring some of the world’s finest emerging pianists
c) Recitalists Series: Industry icons and artists-on-the-rise in an intimate setting

Choose one, two, or all three of these pre-packaged series and enjoy these benefits
•   Priority access to the best seats (and the same seats by series/venue)
•   Same seats for every performance in your series (some exceptions)
•   Save up to to 20% off single tickets AND add-ons
•   Free Exchange Privlieges and Friends Advance Sales Days***

Custom Subscription Series
The choice is yours! We continue our Custom (a.k.a “choose your own”) series, 
for maximum flexibility. Select at least 3 performances—or 5 or more for greater 
savings—and receive these benefits:

•   Save up to to 15% off single tickets prices AND add-ons
•   Free Exchange Privlieges and Advance Sales Days***

Gateway Student Ticket Program
We offer a select number of $10 tickets to all performances for current 
students of all ages and grade levels, from primary school through graduate 
school! Each student may order up to two (2) tickets with a valid student ID. 
For children in primary and secondary school, a parent may order on their 
behalf. 

Email PatronServices@washingtonperformingarts.org for more information 
about this program and to be added to the student ticket distribution list.

Subscribe to secure your seats before single tickets go on sale 
September 7

Please note: Within the Orchestra Series, same seats at the Kennedy Center Concert hall 
are guaranteed for the Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal, the Taiwan Philharmonic, and 
the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra. The Sphinx Symphony Orchestra is a co-production 
with the Kennedy Center and we will seat patrons in seats of comparable quality. The City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra is at Strathmore; patrons will be seated in their requested 
locations. 

***Reserved for Friends, see page 5

HOW TO ORDER
WashingtonPerformingArts.org

(202) 785-9727

Dance Theatre of 
Harlem p. 8
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Enjoy higher subscription-seating priority and more  
great benefits!

WANT CLOSER CONNECTION? SPONSOR A PERFORMANCE!
Support the broader mission of Washington Performing Arts—and 
connect more deeply with an artist in our 2022/23 Season—by becoming 
a performance sponsor. Sponsor an event personally, on behalf of an 
organization or company, or in honor of another individual. For more 
information, contact Meiyu Tsung, Director of Individual Giving, at  
mtsung@washingtonperformingarts.org or (202) 533-1880.

Photos from top to bottom: Pianist 
Lara Downes (center) and collaborator 
Rhiannon Giddens (left) greet past 
Washington Performing Arts Board Chair 
Lydia Micheaux Marshall and guests 
backstage; Hilary Hahn (right) poses 
with Board member Christina Co Mather 
and Honorary Board member Dr. Gary 
D. Mather at a private event; Yo-Yo Ma 
(center right) with Board member Daniel 
Heider and guests.

BECOME A 
FRIEND! 

Chairman’s Circle 
($2,500+) and 19/20 
Hayes and Orchestra 
Series Subscribers

Benefactor, 
Sustainer and 

President’s Circle 
Friends
($500+)

All  
Friends
($75+)

General 
Public 
Access

Single 
Tickets

Begins  
July 12

Begins  
July 18

Begins 
July 22

Begins  
July 26 Sept 7

Visit WashingtonPerformingArts.org/Friends for more 
information. Thank you for your support!

Want to be a Friend?
Add a gift of $75+ when you place your subscription order!

Want to increase your seating priority? 
Join the Chairman’s Circle or upgrade your giving level when you place your 

subscription order.

Our annual donors group, the Friends of Washington Performing Arts, provides 
invaluable support for our artistic and education programming throughout the 
year. As a thank you, we offer Friends these exceptional subscription benefits:
• Higher seating priority: During our subscription-only period (July 12 

- July 26), Friends’ subscription orders will be seated (by donor level) 
ahead of orders from the general public (i.e. non-donors).

• Waived order fees: Friends subscribe without a handling fee– a $10 
savings. Throughout the season, Friends also enjoy waived fees for all 
single-ticket orders—a savings of 15% of the ticket order subtotal.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: ON-SALE DATES

More Friends program benefits throughout the season!
• Behind-the-scenes events with artists
• Listening parties with experts and enthusiasts
• Open rehearsals, competitions, and additional opportunities
• Guest passes for free performance tickets
• And more!
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ORCHESTRA SERIES
Experience awe-inspiring symphonic sounds from some of the 
world’s leading orchestras . 

City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra (Oct 21) 
  Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla, music director  
  Sheku Kanneh-Mason, cello  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

Sphinx Symphony Orchestra (Jan 31)  
  Tito Muñoz, conductor  
  EXIGENCE Vocal Ensemble
  Eugene Rogers, music director 
  Members of The Washington Chorus 
  Eugene Rogers, artistic director  
  Aundi Marie Moore, soprano  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal (Mar 6)  
  Rafael Payare, music director  
  Yefim Bronfman, piano .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27

Taiwan Philharmonic (Apr 19)  
  Jun Märkl, music director  
  Paul Huang, violin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29

Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra (May 8)  
  Susanna Mälkki, music director  
  Claire Chase, flute  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33

FIXED  
PACKAGE 

SERIES

City of Birmingham  
Symphony Orchestra p . 10

Orchestre symphonique de Montréal p . 27

Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra p . 33

Charles Richard-Hamelin p . 18
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HAYES PIANO SERIES
Be a part of a 57-year-old legacy as the Washington Performing 
Arts Hayes Piano Series continues, adding two new emerging 
artists’ names to its storied history.

Víkingur Ólafsson (Nov 19). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Charles Richard-Hamelin (Jan 28) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

RECITALIST SERIES
Hear both industry icons and artists-on-the-rise in the intimate 
setting of the beautiful Terrace Theater at the Kennedy Center. 

Igor Levit, piano (Oct 20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Midori, violin (Oct 30) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Leif Ove Andsnes, piano (Jan 24). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Our Song, Our Story (Feb 10) 
  Damien Sneed, piano and music director 
  Justin Austin, baritone 
  Sphinx Quartet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Cotton (Feb 28)
  John E. Dowell, photographer
  Damien Geter, composer
  Denyce Graves, mezzo-soprano
  Justin Austin, baritone
  Laura Ward, piano. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Yefim Bronfman, piano (Apr 4). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Danish String Quartet (Apr 21) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

Geneva Lewis, violin, and Evren Ozel, piano (May 14) . . . . . . . . . 35

Danish String Quartet p. 31

Midori p. 12

Geneva Lewis p. 35

Igor Levit p. 9

Special thanks to the following lead supporters 
of Washington Performing Arts’s mission-
driven work: Jacqueline Badger Mars and 
Mars, Incorporated; the National Capital Arts 
and Cultural Affairs Program and the U.S. 
Commission of Fine Arts; D.C. Commission on 
the Arts and Humanities; and the Dallas Morse 
Coors Foundation for the Performing Arts.
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2022/23  
SEASON

Sounds of Hazel:  
The Hazel Scott Ballet

DANCE THEATRE  
OF HARLEM

VIRGINIA JOHNSON,  
artistic director

FRI, OCT 7, 8pm • SAT, OCT 8, 2pm & 8pm
SIDNEY HARMAN HALL

Season opener! DTH returns to Washington Performing 
Arts with the world premiere performances of a new ballet 

honoring American music icon Hazel Scott.

We are delighted to launch our 2022/23 Season with the illustrious Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (DTH), a frequent collaborator whose very first D.C. 
performance Washington Performing Arts was honored to present back 
in 1973. Now, DTH appears in a cornerstone of our two-season Hazel 
Scott celebration: the world premiere of a new ballet, Sounds of Hazel: 
The Hazel Scott Ballet, co-commissioned by Washington Performing Arts 
and DTH, inspired by the life and work of Hazel Scott. A prodigiously gifted 
jazz and classical pianist as well as a singer and actress, Scott enjoyed 
enormous fame in the mid–20th century—a star of concerts, cabaret shows, 
recordings, the silver screen, and the fledgling medium of television. 
In one of her most famous movie roles, she performed on two pianos 
simultaneously—a daredevil feat recreated by singer/pianist Alicia Keys 
in a tribute to Scott during the 2019 Grammy Awards broadcast. But the 
career of this pioneering Black female artist was cut tragically short amid 
the hysteria of McCarthyism—although at long last, her legacy is being 
revived and celebrated afresh by Washington Performing Arts, the Library 
of Congress, and others. 

It is fitting, then, that this new appreciation of Hazel Scott is spearheaded 
by a creative team of contemporary Black female artists, including DTH 
founding member and artistic director Virginia Johnson, choreographer 
Tiffany Rea-Fisher, and composer Erica Lewis-Blunt. In Rea-Fisher’s 
words: “Hazel Scott was a diva with a capital ‘D,’ but she was also super-
grounded. She was not afraid to be raw and rough while also being 
glamorous. Her erasure from history was intentional because she was so 
audacious. People actively tried to erase her…so to be able to not only not 
erase her but celebrate her for all that she is and was is really super-super 
exciting.”

Featured in three performances this October, the new, approximately 
20-minute ballet will be joined on the program by several more of DTH’s 
signature, innovative works.  
Presented in partnership with CityDance. 

Washington Performing Arts’s Hazel Scott 101st Birthday 
Celebration is supported in part by the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

Hazel Scott

Season  
Opener!
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IGOR LEVIT, piano
THU, OCT 20, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
The long-awaited return of one of today’s most celebrated 
pianists

It has been a long wait for Igor Levit’s many fans in our region 
to experience the supremely gifted and always intriguing 
pianist’s return to the Washington Performing Arts stage. 
Originally scheduled for May of 2020, his recital was canceled 
(like most public engagements at that time) due to COVID-19. 
In the hiatus that Spring, he live-streamed concerts from 
his home in Berlin on 52 consecutive nights, becoming a 
viral sensation in classical music circles and beyond. As 
New Yorker critic Alex Ross marveled at the time, “It was no 
surprise that Levit’s inaugural live stream attracted attention, 
though I was taken aback when the number of viewers 
climbed into the tens of thousands.” In 2020, Levit also earned 
the title of Musical America’s “Artist of the Year.”

Now Levit is back on tour, characteristically exploring a 
great range of repertoire—in this recital, three classics 
(by Schumann, Wagner, and Liszt) plus a novel twist: an 
arrangement of the beloved American folksong “Shenandoah” 
commissioned by Levit from jazz pianist Fred Hersch. As the 
New York Times attested in a May 2022 review, Levit remains 
a force of nature in concert: “At the keyboard he was capable 
of conjuring not only thunder…but also the troubling calm 
that can precede it and…something like the gentle parting of 
clouds that follows.”

SCHUMANN - Waldszenen, Op. 82 
FRED HERSCH - Variations on a Folksong
WAGNER (arr. Zoltán Kocsis) -  
  Prelude from Tristan and Isolde, WWV 90 
LISZT - Piano Sonata in B minor, S.178
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
MIRGA GRAŽINYTĖ-TYLA, music director
SHEKU KANNEH-MASON, cello
FRI, OCT 21, 8pm
THE MUSIC CENTER AT STRATHMORE
“Unstoppable and mesmerizing” —Observer (U.K.) on Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla

“Fiery vibrato [and] dramatic phrasing… a compelling musical storyteller”  
—New York Times on Sheku Kanneh-Mason

Winners of “Recording of the Year” at the 2020 Gramophone Classical Music Awards, 
Britain’s City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and their acclaimed music 
director, Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla, make their first Washington Performing Arts appearance in more than 20 years in this fascinating 
program featuring the D.C. premiere of contemporary British composer Thomas Adès’s The Exterminating Angel Symphony. 
Inspired by the classic 1962 surrealist film by Luis Buñuel, and given its world premiere by the CBSO in their home venue last 
year, Adès’s symphony is an adaptation of his opera of the same name, which Britain’s Guardian hailed as “a turning point for 
Adès and, it felt, for opera itself.”

Complementing this daring new work are works that are emblematic of what an orchestra is capable of: the expanse of sounds, 
lyricism, and texture: Debussy’s La Mer and Elgar’s Cello Concerto, the latter featuring the world-renowned young English 
soloist Sheku Kanneh-Mason. Catapulted to fame by his performance in the globally televised 2018 wedding of the Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex, Kanneh-Mason has gone on to release multiple recordings on Decca Records and to perform both solo and 
with prestigious symphony orchestras in the world’s premier venues. A recipient of the British chivalric honor of M.B.E., Kanneh-
Mason also garnered the 2020 Royal Philharmonic Society’s Young Artists’ Award.

THOMAS ADÈS - The Exterminating Angel Symphony
ELGAR - Cello Concerto in E Minor, Op. 85
DEBUSSY - La Mer
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50 Years
MUMMENSCHANZ
SAT, OCT 22, 8pm
LISNER AUDITORIUM
“Mummenschanz has been delighting 
children and their taller companions since 
1972…. The group has to be seen…to be 
believed.” —New York Times

Legendary conjurers of delight and 
amazement, the great Swiss mask theater 
troupe Mummenschanz visit D.C. in 
celebration of their golden anniversary. 
Co-founded and still led by artistic director 
Floriana Frassetto, the illustrious “Musicians 
of Silence” will take their Lisner audience on 
a journey filled with imagination and visual 
poetry, revisiting beloved sketches like The 
Clay Masks, The Toilet Paper Faces, the air-
filled Giant, The Pipe Creature, and more. Not 
content to rest on their laurels, the company 
will also share new forms and characters 
that extend the tradition of surprise, humor, 
playfulness, and imagination beloved for five 
decades by audiences of all ages.
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MIDORI, violin
SUN, OCT 30, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
A rare opportunity to experience the brilliance of Midori in an intimate chamber-music setting!

We are thrilled to welcome back the peerless violinist, respected educator, committed arts advocate, and 2020 
Washington Performing Arts Ambassador of the Arts Midori in person to our concert season! Last seen under our 
auspices in a COVID-19-necessitated, pre-recorded, online-only program in July 2021, Midori now offers a next-level live 
experience, performing in a venue of rare intimacy for an artist of her premier stature.

The evening’s program is also very special, as Midori juxtaposes classics by J.S. Bach with works by 20th/21st-century 
composers. Midori’s performances of J.S. Bach are legendary, generating both popular and critical passion—as in this 
2013 Los Angeles Times rave for an evening of Bach sonatas and partitas: “This is the Everest for violinists, a test of 
fingers and feeling, and here she reached such new heights…. Something came pouring out of Midori. The violin playing 
was…phenomenal…. She played Bach as if the ink were still wet and she didn’t know where the movements were 
headed. She mined notes like an archaeologist on a dig to see what they might reveal.” Experience Midori’s latest Bach 
revelations and more this October—but please act soon, as tickets promise to go very quickly.

J.S. BACH - Solo works for violin, TBA
Additional contemporary works, TBA
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A NIGHT AT CAFÉ SOCIETY
SHELÉA, singer-songwriter
JUSTIN TRAWICK, singer-songwriter
KAREN CHILTON & MURRAY HORWITZ,  co-curators
FRI, NOV 11, 8PM
BETHESDA BLUES & JAZZ SUPPER CLUB
From ’40s NYC to today’s DMV: Step back in time for a classic Harlem 
supper club experience!

Part of our two-season tribute to Hazel Scott, A Night at Café Society 
evokes the atmosphere of the Greenwich Village and Upper East Side 
nightspot of the 1930s and ’40s—the first racially integrated nightclub  
in America. Ms. Scott held court there with the likes of Count Basie,  
Lena Horne, Django Reinhardt, Billie Holiday, Sister Rosetta 
Tharpe, Zero Mostel, and other legendary performers.

Set in the classic Art Deco ambience of the Bethesda 
Blues & Jazz Supper Club and curated by 
Karen Chilton, Hazel Scott’s biographer, and 
Washington Performing Arts’s Murray Horwitz, 
the evening will combine performances 
by the cream of D.C.’s musical society 
with historically inspired narrative, 
archival audio and video, 
 and more.
 
Washington Performing Arts’s Hazel 
Scott 101st Birthday Celebration is 

supported in part by the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Sheléa
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Hayes Piano Series
VÍKINGUR ÓLAFSSON
SAT, NOV 19, 2pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
“The new superstar of classical piano”
—Daily Telegraph (UK)

Dubbed “Iceland’s Glenn Gould” by the New York Times for his ability to play “breathlessly fast [tempi]…with crispness and 
clarity and never [seeming] hard-pressed,” pianist Víkingur Ólafsson is distinguished not only by his keyboard prowess, but by 
his creative and probing approach to programming—as in this Hayes Piano Series recital, based on his lauded 2021 recording, 
Mozart & Contemporaries. As Deutsche Grammophon, Ólafsson’s recording label, aptly described the project: “Juxtaposing 
works by Mozart, Haydn, and C.P.E. Bach with rarely recorded Galuppi and Cimarosa, Mozart & Contemporaries dispels the 
image of Mozart as the angelic and prodigious idiot savant, instead presenting a mature composer:… a resourceful, hard-
working adult who had come to know adversity.”

GALUPPI - Piano Sonata No. 9 in F minor, 1. Andante spiritoso
MOZART - Rondo in F major K 494
C.P.E. BACH - Rondo for Keyboard in D Minor, Wq 61/4
CIMAROSA (arr. Ólafsson) - Keyboard Sonata No. 42 in D minor
MOZART - Fantasie for Piano No. 3 in D minor, K397
MOZART - Rondo in D major
CIMAROSA (arr. Ólafsson) - Keyboard Sonata No. 55 in A minor
HAYDN - Sonata for Piano in B minor, No. 47, Hob XVI:32, I. Allegro moderato, II. Menuetto – Trio (Minore), III. Finale. Presto
MOZART - Kleine Gigue in G major K 574
MOZART - Sonata for Piano No. 16 in C major, K545, I. Allegro, II. Andante,  
  III. Rondo. Allegretto
MOZART (arr. Ólafsson) - String Quintet No. 3 in G minor K 516,  
  III. Adagio in E flat major
GALUPPI - Piano Sonata No. 34 in C minor, I. Larghetto
MOZART -Sonata for Piano No. 14 in C minor, K457
MOZART - Adagio for Piano in B minor, K540
MOZART (trans. Liszt) - Ave verum corpus K 618
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We’ve Come This Far By Faith: A 30th Anniversary Celebration  
WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS MEN AND WOMEN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
THEODORE THORPE III, artistic director
SUN, NOV 20, 5pm
VENUE TBA
Experience a gospel music showcase 30 years in the making!

Join us for an evening of inspiration, celebration, and commemoration as our very own Men and Women of the Gospel Choir marks 
30 years of glorious harmony. Led by Theodore Thorpe III, a bastion of choral singing and music direction in the DMV, the all-
volunteer “MWOTG” showcases many of the finest voices in our community performing contemporary and classic works of African 
American heritage. In their three-decade history, the choir has shared the stage with luminaries such as Wynton Marsalis and the 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, the late Edwin Hawkins, the late Walter Hawkins, Ramsey Lewis, and Sweet Honey In The Rock. 
For this milestone performance, they revisit favorite works from throughout their three-decade history—along with a number of 
special anniversary surprises!

Program TBA
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L-R: Ma, Kavakos, Ax

TENTHING
TINE THING HELSETH, trumpet and founder
TUE, NOV 29, 8pm
SIXTH & I
Ring in the season with a festive blend of holiday favorites and brass classics!

Enjoy a sizzling, toe-tapping start to your holiday season with the energetic sound of tenThing. Led by the “sparkling, 
passionate, and highly virtuosic” (BBC) Norwegian trumpeter Tine Thing Helseth, the 10-piece, all-female brass band 
(whose name is pronounced “ten ting”) takes the Sixth & I stage with a program mingling beloved holiday songs from 
Europe and America with classic show tunes. A breakout hit at the 2011 Norwegian Grammy Awards, tenThing went on to 
delight audiences at the BBC Proms in London and have gone on to perform in many of the world’s most prominent venues 
and festivals. Throughout the world, their performances have been celebrated for equal parts astounding artistry and 
infectious fun—as you can discover for yourself this November, right at the start of the holiday season.

Program TBA
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Season of Hope
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND
COLONEL DON SCHOFIELD, commander and conductor 
featuring WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS  
CHILDREN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
MICHELE FOWLIN, artistic director 
SAT, DEC 10, 3pm & 7pm • SUN, DEC 11, 3pm
DAR CONSTITUTION HALL
Celebrate the holidays with The United States Air Force Band!

Season of Hope marks Washington Performing Arts’s latest collaboration with longtime esteemed 
partners, The United States Air Force Band, on the heels of last season’s world premiere of 
Christopher Tin’s To Shiver the Sky. Three performances at DAR Constitution Hall—December 10 
(3pm and 7pm) and December 11 (3pm)—will lift your spirits during the most wonderful time of the 
year. Our own Children of the Gospel Choir will be featured guest artists in this holiday celebration, 
and children of all ages will be invited to join Mr. and Mrs. Claus on stage for a holiday sing-along. 
Join the fun!

Program TBA

Admission is free, but tickets are required. Go to USAFBand.Eventbrite.com to reserve your tickets – 
limit four per household.
Co-presented with The United States Air Force Band

Performances by the Washington Performing Arts Children of the Gospel Choir are made 
possible through the generous support of Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated, 
together with the Edith Glick Shoolman Children’s Foundation.

Free Event
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LEIF OVE ANDSNES, piano
TUE, JAN 24, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
Pianistic magic and intriguing variety from Gramophone 
Hall of Fame honoree Andsnes

Prepare yourself for the perfect combination of seemingly 
effortless virtuosity, penetrating insight, and emotional 
nuance as the Norwegian pianist Leif Ove Andsnes takes 
the Terrace Theater stage. Last seen by a Washington 
Performing Arts audience in 2017 in the company of fellow 
keyboard titan Marc-André Hamelin—in what the Washington 
Post celebrated as “a Grand Slam match of crack pianists”—
Andsnes returns for an intimate and wide-ranging evening 
of solo works by Beethoven, vaunted Czech composers and 
19th/20th-century contemporaries Dvořák and Janáček, and 
the more rarely performed 20th-century Russian composer 
Alexander Vustin. 

JANÁČEK - Piano Sonata 1.X.1905
ALEXANDER VUSTIN - Lamento (1974)
BEETHOVEN - Piano Sonata No. 31 in A-flat Major, Op. 110
DVOŘÁK - Poetic Tone Pictures, Op. 85 (complete)

Hayes Piano Series
CHARLES RICHARD-HAMELIN
SAT, JAN 28, 2pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
“Richard-Hamelin has bold, original ideas about the music 
he plays, the emotional reservoirs to back them up, and the 
technical equipment to convey them without distraction.”
—Gramophone

Québecois virtuoso Charles Richard-Hamelin joins the 
illustrious ranks of Hayes Piano Series artists in a program 
grounded in works by Chopin—a composer with whom he 
has been indelibly linked since winning both the Silver Medal 
and the Krystian Zimerman Prize (for sonata performance) 
in 2015’s International Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw. 
Later, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) 
ranked two of his recordings of Chopin (at #2 and #6) in 
their list of “Our 20 favourite Canadian classical albums of 
2019.” As the Toronto Star described his signature appeal: 
“This remarkable pianist shapes each phrase with careful 
attention, then links it to the next one in a way that tells a 
compelling story from beginning to end…stretching time by 
slightly slowing down and speeding up, and playing with the 
silences between notes.”

CHOPIN - Two Nocturnes, Op. 27
CHOPIN - Sonata No. 2 in B flat minor, Op.. 35
FRANCK - Prélude, Aria et Final, Op. 23 
RAVEL - Le tombeau de Couperin
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SPHINX SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
TITO MUÑOZ, conductor
EXIGENCE VOCAL ENSEMBLE
EUGENE ROGERS, music director
Members of THE WASHINGTON CHORUS
EUGENE ROGERS, artistic director
AUNDI MARIE MOORE, soprano
TUE, JAN 31, 8pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
The wait is over! Celebrate the silver anniversary of the Sphinx Organization 
with the Washington, D .C . debut of their phenomenal namesake orchestra and 
special guests .

In this monumental gathering of artistic forces, the 55-member Sphinx 
Symphony Orchestra and vocal ensemble EXIGENCE, an all-Black-and-Latinx 
ensemble of top professionals from around the country, are joined by D .C .-based, 
Grammy Award-winning The Washington Chorus, along with a special guest 
appearance by soprano Aundi Marie Moore, a veteran of the Metropolitan Opera, 
Washington National Opera, and other revered companies . Rescheduled from the 
2021/22 Season due to COVID-19 precautions, this performance offers the same 
far-reaching program, including Joel Thompson’s visceral and deeply moving 
Seven Last Words of the Unarmed; a new work commissioned by Sphinx from the 
highly regarded, D .C .-born/based and Atlanta-raised composer Carlos Simon; 
and the modern-day anthem “Glory,” composed by John Legend and Common for 
the film Selma .

CARLOS SIMON - New work TBA*
SAMUEL COLERIDGE-TAYLOR - Ballade for Orchestra
VALERIE COLEMAN - Seven O’Clock Shout
MICHAEL ABELS - Delights and Dances
TRADITIONAL (arr . Augustus Hill) - Fix Me, Jesus 
JOEL THOMPSON - Seven Last Words of the Unarmed
JOHN LEGEND/COMMON (arr . Eugene Rogers) - “Glory” from Selma
* Commissioned by the Sphinx Organization

Co-presented with The John F . Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in partnership with The 
Washington Chorus
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JOSHUA BELL, violin
PIANIST TBA
WED, FEB 8, 8pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
“Bell’s big sound is consistently beautiful, round, focused, and 
unfailingly in tune” 
—Washington Post

With a career spanning almost four decades, Grammy Award–
winning violinist Joshua Bell is one of the most celebrated artists 
of our era—and a perennial Washington Performing Arts favorite. 
Having performed with the world’s great orchestras and collaborated 
with a “who’s who” of fellow artists across a great range of genres, 
Bell continues to maintain an active performance schedule as a 
soloist, recitalist, chamber musician, conductor, and music director 
of Britain’s esteemed Academy of St Martin in the Fields. He returns 
in recital this February, once again to share what the New York Times 
has aptly dubbed his “trademark glowing sound, effortless virtuosity, 
and improvisatory freedom.”

Program TBA

Living the Dream…Singing the Dream
WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS  
GOSPEL CHOIRS
MICHELE FOWLIN & THEODORE THORPE III, 
artistic directors
THE CHORAL ARTS SOCIETY OF 
WASHINGTON
DR. JACE KAHOLOKULA SAPLAN, artistic director
SUN, FEB 5, 7pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
A must-see-and-hear annual highlight in tribute to Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

When the power of the human voice meets the spirit of community 
and the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the result is 
guaranteed to be joyous and inspiring—as thousands of Living the 
Dream attendees over the years can attest. Join us once again as 
the combined choirs of Washington Performing Arts and Choral Arts 
raise their voices in tribute both to Dr. King’s achievements and to his 
ongoing, indelible impact.
Co-presented with the Choral Arts Society of Washington

Performances by the Washington Performing Arts 
Children of the Gospel Choir are made possible through 
the generous support of Jacqueline Badger Mars 
and Mars, Incorporated, together with the Edith Glick 
Shoolman Children’s Foundation.
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Our Song, Our Story
DAMIEN SNEED, piano and music director
SOPRANO TBA 
JUSTIN AUSTIN, baritone
SPHINX QUARTET
FRI, FEB 10, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
Operatic rising stars honor Marian Anderson and Jessye Norman 

Created and directed by composer, conductor, multi-genre musician, 
and longtime friend of Washington Performing Arts Damien Sneed, along 
with co-presenter Coalition of African Americans in the Performing Arts 
(CAAPA), Our Song, Our Story presents an ensemble of leading African 
American performing artists paying tribute to two of the most revered, 
ground-breaking, and ceiling-shattering African American artists of all 
time, opera singers Marian Anderson and Jessye Norman.

In a symbolic passing of the torch, Our Song, Our Story highlights stars of 
the opera world. Justin Austin has been hailed by the Wall Street Journal 
for his “mellifluous baritone.” He and a guest soprano will perform both 
solo and duo works, with accompaniment by Sneed on piano and a quartet 
representing the prestigious Sphinx Organization.

Encompassing operatic arias, art songs, and spirituals, the repertoire for 
this expansive evening includes works by prominent African American 
composers past and present—including Margaret Bonds, Harry T. Burleigh, 
Richard Smallwood, and Sneed (in a newly commissioned work)—plus 
works by Handel, Mozart, Puccini, Verdi, Richard Strauss, and Gershwin.
Co-presented with the Coalition for African Americans in the Performing Arts (CAAPA) 

Note: Justin Austin also appears on February 28 in Cotton (see page 26). 
The Sphinx Organization’s Sphinx Symphony Orchestra appears January 31 
(see page 19).

Marian Anderson
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2022/23 SEASON  
AT A GLANCE

OCTOBER
FRI, OCT 7, 8pm • SAT, OCT 8, 2 & 8pm • HARMAN 
Sounds of Hazel: The Hazel Scott Ballet
DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM
VIRGINIA JOHNSON, artistic director

THU, OCT 20, 7:30pm • KCTT
IGOR LEVIT, piano

FRI, OCT 21, 8pm • STRATHMORE 
CITY OF BIRMINGHAM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
MIRGA GRAŽINYTĖ-TYLA, music director
SHEKU KANNEH-MASON, cello

SAT, OCT 22, 8pm• LISNER 
50 Years
MUMMENSCHANZ

SAT, OCT 29 • KCFT
FINDING RHYTHM: GROW YOUR BRAIN  
WITH GO-GO MUSIC*

SUN, OCT 30, 7:30pm • KCTT 
MIDORI, violin

NOVEMBER
FRI, NOV 11, 8pm • BETHESDA BLUES 
A NIGHT AT CAFÉ SOCIETY 
SHELÉA, singer-songwriter
JUSTIN TRAWICK, singer-songwriter
KAREN CHILTON & MURRAY HORWITZ,  
  co-curators

SAT, NOV 19, 2pm• KCTT 
Hayes Piano Series
VÍKINGUR ÓLAFSSON

SUN, NOV 20, 7pm • VENUE TBA 
30th Anniversary
WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS  
MEN AND WOMEN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
THEODORE THORPE III, artistic director

TUE, NOV 29, 8pm • SIXTH & I 
TENTHING
TINE THING HELSETH, trumpet and founder

DECEMBER
SAT, DEC 10, 3pm & 7pm • SUN, DEC 11, 3pm
DAR CONSTITUTION HALL 
Season of Hope
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND
COLONEL DON SCHOFIELD,  
  commander and conductor 
featuring WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS 
CHILDREN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
MICHELE FOWLIN, artistic director 

JANUARY
TUE, JAN 24, 7:30pm • KCTT
LEIF OVE ANDSNES, piano

SAT, JAN 28, 2pm • KCTT
Hayes Piano Series
CHARLES RICHARD-HAMELIN

TUE, JAN 31, 8pm • KCCH 
SPHINX SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
TITO MUÑOZ, conductor
EXIGENCE VOCAL ENSEMBLE
EUGENE ROGERS, music director
Members of THE WASHINGTON CHORUS
EUGENE ROGERS, artistic director
AUNDI MARIE MOORE, soprano
Co-presented with The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, in partnership with The Washington Chorus

FEBRUARY
SUN, FEB 5, 7pm • KCCH
Living the Dream…Singing the Dream
WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS  
GOSPEL CHOIRS
MICHELE FOWLIN & THEODORE THORPE III,  
  artistic directors
THE CHORAL ARTS SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON
DR. JACE KAHOLOKULA SAPLAN, artistic director
Co-presented with The Choral Arts Society of Washington
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WED, FEB 8, 8pm • KCCH
JOSHUA BELL, violin
PIANIST TBA

FRI, FEB 10, 7:30pm • KCTT
Our Song, Our Story
DAMIEN SNEED, piano and music director 
JUSTIN AUSTIN, baritone
SPHINX QUARTET
Co-presented with the Coalition for African Americans in the 
Performing Arts (CAAPA)

TUE, FEB 14, 7pm • SIXTH & I 
A Broadway Valentine
JESSICA VOSK, vocalist
MARY-MITCHELL CAMPBELL,  
  music director and piano

SUN, FEB 26, 7pm • KCCH
JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA
with WYNTON MARSALIS

TUE, FEB 28, 7:30pm • KCTT
COTTON
JOHN E. DOWELL, photographer
DAMIEN GETER, composer
DENYCE GRAVES, mezzo-soprano
JUSTIN AUSTIN, baritone
LAURA WARD, piano

MARCH
MON, MAR 6, 8pm • KCCH
ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DE MONTRÉAL
RAFAEL PAYARE, music director
YEFIM BRONFMAN, piano

SAT, MAR 18, 8pm • SIXTH & I 
CHAD LAWSON, piano
JUDY KANG, violin
SETH PARKER WOODS, cello

APRIL 
TUE, APR 4, 7:30pm • KCTT
YEFIM BRONFMAN, piano

SUN, APR 16, 4pm • STRATHMORE
EMANUEL AX, piano

WED, APR 19, 8pm • KCCH
TAIWAN PHILHARMONIC
JUN MÄRKL, music director
PAUL HUANG, violin

THU, APR 20, 8pm • STRATHMORE 
MONTEREY JAZZ FESTIVAL ON TOUR
featuring DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER,  
KURT ELLING, LAKECIA BENJAMIN,  
CHRISTIAN SANDS, YASUSHI NAKAMURA, and 
CLARENCE PENN
Co-presented with Strathmore

FRI, APR 21, 7:30pm • KCTT
DANISH STRING QUARTET

SUN, APR 23, 7pm • STRATHMORE 
BÉLA FLECK, EDGAR MEYER &  
ZAKIR HUSSAIN
with RAKESH CHAURASIA

MAY
TUES, MAY 2, 7pm • SMITHSONIAN 
ANGEL ISLAND
HUANG RUO, composer and conductor
DEL SOL QUARTET
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND’S  
SINGING SERGEANTS
COLONEL DON SCHOFIELD,  
  commander and conductor
Co-presented in partnership with the Smithsonian National 
Museum of Asian Art and The United States Air Force Band

MON, MAY 8, 8pm • KCCH
HELSINKI PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
SUSANNA MÄLKKI, music director
CLAIRE CHASE, flute

WED, MAY 10, 8pm • KCCH
EVGENY KISSIN, piano
RENÉE FLEMING, soprano
Co-presented with The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts

SUN, MAY 14, 2pm • KCTT
GENEVA LEWIS, violin
EVREN OZEL, piano

JUNE
DATE AND VENUE TBA
WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS  
CHILDREN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
MICHELE FOWLIN, artistic director

VENUE KEY
Bethesda Blues: Bethesda Blues & Jazz 
Supper Club 
Harman: Sidney Harman Hall 
KCCH: Kennedy Center Concert Hall
KCFT: Kennedy Center Family Theater 

KCTT: Kennedy Center Terrace Theater
Lisner: Lisner Auditorium
Sixth & I: Sixth & I Synagogue
Smithsonian: Smithsonian National 
Museum of Asian Art
Strathmore: The Music Center at 
Strathmore

All programs, artists, and prices are subject to change. 202.785.9727 | 23



A Broadway Valentine
JESSICA VOSK, vocalist
MARY-MITCHELL CAMPBELL, music director and piano
TUE, FEB 14, 7pm
SIXTH & I
“There are times when Jessica Vosk sings that you find yourself wondering how a sound so beautiful, so perfect, so 
pure could exist in real life.”
—Broadway World

Renowned for her star turn as Elphaba in Wicked, both on Broadway and in the hit musical’s national touring company, 
singer Jessica Vosk brings a taste of the “Great White Way” to Sixth & I in this fun-filled Valentine’s show. Vosk’s life story 
sounds like something from the magical land of Oz: trading a career on Wall Street in her late 20s for her core passions 
of singing and acting, she achieved the dream-come-true of roles on Broadway in Fiddler on the Roof, Finding Neverland, 
The Bridges of Madison County, and, of course, Wicked. For this cabaret-style Valentine’s show, she lends her soaring 
voice and sparkling personality to favorite Broadway tunes and pop hits. Bring your Valentine, your BFF, or anyone else 
who loves the sound of Broadway at its finest!

Program TBA
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JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA
with WYNTON MARSALIS
SUN, FEB 26, 7pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
Lock-step precision and stunning virtuosity unite in a 21st-century take 
on the timeless big-band sound.

Treat yourself to an evening of large-ensemble jazz at its pinnacle in 
this latest in a long series of Washington Performing Arts presentations 
of the sensational Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, led by artistic 
director, trumpeter extraordinaire, and nine-time Grammy Award-
winner Wynton Marsalis. Champions of the works of jazz immortals 
like Duke Ellington, Dizzy Gillespie, Dave Brubeck, and Charles Mingus, 
the 15-strong JLCO are also famed for showcasing the music’s New 
Orleanian roots, the many currents of Latin jazz, and new major 
works by Marsalis, including 1997’s Blood on the Fields, the first jazz 
composition ever to be awarded the Pulitzer Prize. As the Chicago 
Tribune described the exhilarating force of the band in concert: “The 
orchestra [tore] through this music as if chasing the wind. Only a group 
of musicians who have toured together for so long…could have attained 
this kind of synchronicity.”

Program TBA
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Inaugural Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Recital 
COTTON
JOHN E. DOWELL, photographer
DAMIEN GETER, composer
DENYCE GRAVES, mezzo-soprano
JUSTIN AUSTIN, baritone
LAURA WARD, piano
TUE, FEB 28, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
Outstanding artists of many disciplines unite to explore  
African American stories touched by the “soft, dangerous beauty”  
of cotton.

This first annual Washington Performing Arts Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Memorial Recital offers a powerful song cycle drawing on premier 
talents in both the performing and visual arts—including the legendary 
mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves, Washington Performing Arts’s 2016 
Ambassador for the Arts, a favorite artist of Justice Ginsburg’s, and a 
performer at the late Justice’s funeral. 

COTTON was imagined, curated, and commissioned by Philadelphia’s 
Lyric Fest recital series in commemoration of their 20th Anniversary. 
The work was inspired by photographer John E. Dowell’s similarly 
named exhibition, COTTON: THE SOFT, DANGEROUS BEAUTY OF 
THE PAST, whose own inspiration was a dream of Dowell’s, in which 
his late grandmother called upon him to visit the cotton fields of 
South Carolina, where their ancestors were likely enslaved. Dowell’s 
haunting and often surreal images situate cotton in an African 
American narrative both past and present, from rural Southern fields 
to the concrete canyons of New York City. Rising-star composer 
Damien Geter, hailed by the Washington Post for “an ambitious, 
transformative vision—one fully and radically realized,” has crafted 
an intensely moving song cycle rooted in Dowell’s work, highlighting 
poems commissioned specifically for the cycle from a phenomenal 
group of poets: Nikki Giovanni, Marc Bamuthi Joseph, Afaa Michael 
Weaver, Lauren Alleyne, Charlotte Blake Alston, Glenis Redmond, 
Alora Young, and Trapeta Mayson.

Joining Ms. Graves in performing COTTON are Justin Austin, praised 
for his “mellifluous baritone” (Wall Street Journal), who made his 
Metropolitan Opera debut in the 2021/22 Season; and pianist Laura 
Ward, an international touring and recording artist and co-founder and 
co-artistic director of Lyric Fest. With projections of images by Dowell 
accompanying the performance, COTTON promises to be a feast for 
the senses, a spark for the imagination, and a highlight of the season.

Note: Justin Austin also appears on February 10 in Our Song, Our 
Story (see page 21).

Washington Performing Arts’s presentation of this project 
is supported in part by the National Endowment for the 
Arts.

The Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Recital is inspired by Justice Ginsburg 
herself, who reveled in presenting musicales at the Supreme Court, and 
who co-curated a vocal recital on our season in 2016 after being honored 
with the Washington Performing Arts Ambassador of the Arts Award. 
WashingtonPerformingArts.org/support/rbg-fund/
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ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DE MONTRÉAL
RAFAEL PAYARE, music director
YEFIM BRONFMAN, piano
MON, MAR 6, 8pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
The celebrated Orchestre symphonique de Montréal returns to Washington 
Performing Arts at the dawn of a new era, as it welcomes the exciting 
Venezuelan-born conductor Rafael Payare as its ninth music director. A 
graduate of his home country’s renowned El Sistema, Payare has been hailed 
as “a prodigious artist who combines a rare gift of auditory perfection with a 
profound, delicate, intense, quivering sensitivity” (Le Monde, France).

Complementing this “new beginning” on the bill is a longtime favorite of 
Washington Performing Arts audiences: Yefim “Fima” Bronfman. The great 
Israeli-American pianist joins the OSM for Bartók’s intense and virtuosic Piano 
Concerto No. 2—a work featured on Bronfman’s 1997 Grammy Award-winning 
recording of Bartók concerti. The OSM rounds out the program with Mahler’s 
monumental Symphony No. 5 and with Precipice, a compact and ethereal work 
commissioned by the OSM from contemporary American-born, Canadian-
resident composer Dorothy Chang.

DOROTHY CHANG - Precipice
BARTÓK - Piano Concerto No. 2
MAHLER - Symphony No. 5

Note: Yefim Bronfman also appears in recital on April 4. See page 28.

CHAD LAWSON, piano
JUDY KANG, violin
SETH PARKER WOODS, cello
SAT, MAR 18, 8pm
SIXTH & I
Ethereal and meditative sounds from a trio of “beyond classical” innovators

In his own words, North Carolinian pianist and composer Chad Lawson is 
dedicated to “modernizing piano for the Spotify generation.” He seems well 
on the way to his goal, with more than 48 million streams of his Nocturne 
in A Minor on the platform. Known for conjuring a relaxed, meditative mood 
that draws on both the sonorities of classical music and the freedom of jazz 
improvisation, Lawson is also famed as a technical innovator, as heard on his 
#1 iTunes release re:piano (2018), an album composed of loops, effects, and 
layers of textured landscapes—all created on a piano. He comes to Sixth & I for 
an evening of original works and new arrangements of classical compositions, 
joined by two fellow “classical and beyond” luminaries: Judy Kang and Seth 
Parker Woods.

Classically trained yet well-versed in pop, jazz, hip-hop, and more, Canadian 
violinist Judy Kang was noted by the New York Times as “most likely the only 
musician to have worked with both Pierre Boulez and Lady Gaga,” with praise 
for her “lean, focused sound, pinpoint intonation, and expressively molded 
phrasing.” Most recently seen by Washington Performing Arts audiences last 
season in recital with Hilary Hahn, Seth Parker Woods is “a cellist of power and 
grace” (Guardian) and another devotedly eclectic artist, with past collaborators 
as wide-ranging as Louis Andriessen, Heinz Holliger, Peter Gabriel, Sting, and 
Dame Shirley Bassey.

Program TBA

202.785.9727 | 27



YEFIM BRONFMAN, piano
TUE, APR 4, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
“His energy emanates from his fingers and swirls out of the 
piano with such perfection that every note grabs the ear with 
an expressive, singing quality.”
—Washington Post

Famed for his commanding, powerful technique coupled with 
exceptional lyricism, the great Yefim “Fima” Bronfman makes 
his second Washington Performing Arts appearance of the 
season in this solo Terrace Theater recital—a rare opportunity 
for a D.C. audience to experience his towering presence with 
such immediacy. As the Philadelphia Inquirer described the 
all-enveloping sound of this Grammy Award-winner and Avery 
Fisher Prize honoree: “It’s safe to say there is no pianist around 
remotely like Yefim Bronfman. Labor doesn’t seem to ever  
enter the equation; he is simply everywhere, instantly and all  
the time.”

Program TBA

Note: Yefim Bronfman also appears with the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra on March 6. See page 27.

EMANUEL AX, piano
SUN, APR 16, 4pm
THE MUSIC CENTER AT STRATHMORE
“Thoughtful, lyrical, lustrous”
—Washington Post

At long last! Although beloved American pianist Emanuel Ax 
appeared in our 2021/22 Season—in the superlative company 
of cellist Yo-Yo Ma and violinist Leonidas Kavakos—it has been 
more than a dozen years since his last solo recital under our 
auspices (a recital scheduled for spring 2020 was canceled amid 
the onset of the pandemic). As he takes the stage in a program 
of works by Schubert and other composers (to be announced), 
expect to be captivated like this L.A. Times reviewer: “His 
greatness, his overwhelming authority as musician, technician, 
and probing intellect emerges quickly as he plays. Within 
minutes, we are totally captured by his intensity and pianistic 
achievement.”

SCHUBERT - Sonata in A major, Op. posth. 120, D.664
SCHUBERT - Sonata in B-flat Major, D.960 
Additional works TBA
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TAIWAN PHILHARMONIC
JUN MÄRKL, music director
PAUL HUANG, violin
WED, APR 19, 8pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
The debut Washington Performing Arts concert by one of 
Taiwan’s cultural treasures

Hailed by the Los Angeles Times as “a first-rate ensemble, one 
of Asia’s best,” the Taiwan Philharmonic makes its first-ever 
Washington Performing Arts appearance in a wide-ranging 
program combining new work from Taiwan with European 
classics, celebrating the vibrancy and diversity of cultures 
in Taiwan. Led by noted German conductor Jun Märkl, the 
orchestra’s newly-appointed music director, the Taiwan 
Philharmonic (known as the National Symphony Orchestra in  
its homeland) serves as an official ambassador of Taiwanese 
culture and regularly commissions and performs new work by 
Taiwanese composers.

 This program opens with the U.S. premiere of just such a work 
(title TBA, co-commissioned by Washington Performing Arts) 
from Ke-Chia Chen, an international award winner, a frequent 
collaborator with the Philadelphia Orchestra, and a faculty 
member of the Curtis Institute of Music. The program then travels 
some 6,000 miles and more than a century back in time with 
German Romantic composer Max Bruch’s ever-popular Scottish 
Fantasy, a work for violin and orchestra inspired by Scottish 
folk songs. Joining the orchestra as violin soloist on the Bruch 
is the Taiwanese-born Avery Fisher Career Grant honoree (and 
much-adored Washington Performing Arts veteran) Paul Huang. 
Concluding the globe-trotting program are beloved works from 
the classical canon.

KE-CHIA CHEN – New work TBA
BRUCH - Scottish Fantasy
MENDELSSOHN - Hebrides Overture
DEBUSSY - La Mer
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MONTEREY JAZZ FESTIVAL ON TOUR
featuring DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER, KURT ELLING, 
LAKECIA BENJAMIN, CHRISTIAN SANDS,  
YASUSHI NAKAMURA, and CLARENCE PENN
THU, APR 20, 8pm
THE MUSIC CENTER AT STRATHMORE
Savor the world-renowned sound of the MJF—right here in the DMV!

One of the jazz world’s most enduring and essential institutions, the 
Monterey Jazz Festival celebrates its 65th anniversary season with 
a touring ensemble that represents both the peerless artistry and 
top-tier bona fides of its namesake. Taking turns at the microphone 
are two of the most celebrated vocalists of our era: NEA Jazz Master, 
Grammy and Tony Award-winner Dee Dee Bridgewater and fellow 
Grammy winner and multiple DownBeat poll-topper Kurt 
Elling. Directing the ace ensemble is pianist, Mack 
Avenue recording artist, and five-time Grammy 
nominee Christian Sands. Rounding out 
the sizzling sextet are Lakecia Benjamin, 
2020’s DownBeat Critics Poll “Rising Star 
Alto Saxophonist,” plus the incandescent 
rhythm section of bassist Yasushi 
Nakamura and drummer Clarence Penn.

Dee Dee Bridgewater, vocals
Kurt Elling, vocals
Lakecia Benjamin, alto saxophone
Christian Sands, piano, musical director
Yasushi Nakamura, bass
Clarence Penn, drums
Co-presented with Strathmore
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DANISH STRING QUARTET
FRI, APR 21, 7:30pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
A hands-down Washington Performing Arts audience favorite, 
the Danish String Quartet members are rightly hailed both 
for their sterling technique and their adventurous approach 
to programming. Of a 2018 Washington Performing Arts 
performance, the Washington Post wrote, “They play with 
a cohesion, finesse, and precision second to none. Having 
built a solid reputation in the standard quartet repertory, 
recently they’ve turned their attention to Nordic folk music. 
The enthusiastic and vocal audience that packed the Sixth & I 
Historic Synagogue seemed glad they have.”

For this Terrace Theater performance, the DSQ present 
an equally yet no less intriguing program, juxtaposing two 
classic works by Schubert—the beloved “Rosamunde” 
quartet and a quartet arrangement of the lied Gretchen am 
Spinnrade (Gretchen at the Spinning Wheel)—with a new 
work co-commissioned by Washington Performing Arts 
from the esteemed contemporary Icelandic composer Anna 
Thorvaldsdottir. Of the previous quartet we co-commissioned 
from Ms. Thorvaldsdottir, Enigma, the New York Times wrote, 
“[Enigma] resembles dispatches emerging from the white noise 
of another world. It’s a masterly entrance to the genre, and a 
deceptively vast soundscape conjured with just four acoustic 
instruments.”

SCHUBERT - String Quartet in A minor, D.804 “Rosamunde”
ANNA THORVALDSDOTTIR - New work TBA  
  (co-commissioned by Washington Performing Arts)
SCHUBERT (arr. DSQ) – Gretchen am Spinnrade, D.188

BÉLA FLECK, EDGAR MEYER &  
ZAKIR HUSSAIN
with RAKESH CHAURASIA, bansuri
SUN, APR 23, 7pm
THE MUSIC CENTER AT STRATHMORE
“The world of music seems to have fewer and fewer borders 
these days. Béla Fleck, Edgar Meyer, and Zakir Hussain are 
three players who regularly cross the frontier.”
—NPR

If music is a universal language, then rhythm is arguably its 
vocabulary. This principle is on breathtaking display in The 
Melody of Rhythm, the 2009 genre-crossing album by Indian 
tabla legend and inveterate musical explorer Zakir Hussain, 
bluegrass-jazz-and-beyond banjo virtuoso Béla Fleck, and 
classical-meets-folk double-bass wizard Edgar Meyer. As 
in their unforgettable 2018 Washington Performing Arts 
appearance, joined then as now by the dazzling Indian bansuri 
(bamboo flute) player Rakesh Chaurasia, these renowned and 
accomplished artists—each an accomplished improviser—
combine forces at Strathmore this April to make music that 
revels in cultural convergence while leaving borders far behind. 
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ANGEL ISLAND 天使島 
ORATORIO FOR VOICES AND  
STRING QUARTET 
HUANG RUO, composer and conductor
DEL SOL QUARTET
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND’S  
  SINGING SERGEANTS
COLONEL DON SCHOFIELD, commander and conductor 
TUE, MAY 2, 7pm
SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART 
“As an Asian American artist, this opportunity to showcase a history that 
has both a direct connection to my ethnicity as well as a global connection is 
incredibly empowering.” 
- Charlton Lee, Founder & Artistic Director, Del Sol Quartet 

At San Francisco Bay’s Angel Island between 1910 and 1940, Chinese 
immigrants faced massive discrimination because of America’s earliest 
racist immigration legislation—the Page Act of 1875 and the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882. Facing imprisonment, sometimes up to years, in brutal 
conditions at the detention center, many of these immigrants searched for 
solace by inscribing poetry onto the walls of the center. Composed by Huang 
Ruo—acclaimed by The New Yorker as “One of the world’s leading young 
composers”—ANGEL ISLAND, an oratorio for voices and string quartet is 
inspired by these poems, weaving a story of immigration, discrimination and 
confinement into the reality of our current lives.
Co-presented in partnership with the Smithsonian National Museum of Asian Art and the 
United States Air Force Band

Free Event
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HELSINKI PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
SUSANNA MÄLKKI, music director
CLAIRE CHASE, flute
MON, MAY 8, 8pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
Finland’s foremost orchestra celebrates favorite composers of its 
homeland

Founded in 1882, the highly regarded Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra 
(HPO) has the distinction of having premiered most of the great Finnish 
composer Jean Sibelius’s symphonies, with the composer himself 
conducting. That is in fact the case for the Symphony No. 2, featured on 
this program and called “a confession of the soul” by the composer—although many Finns of the day interpreted the work 
as a call for national independence. Under the baton of the renowned Susanna Mälkki, a Helsinki native named Musical 
America’s “Conductor of the Year” for 2017, the HPO also performs Sibelius’s “Lemminkäinen’s Return,” the concluding 
movement of the composer’s Lemminkäinen Suite (Op. 22), based on the exploits of a Finnish mythic hero. Completing the 
program, the HPO looks to Finland’s most renowned contemporary composer, Kaija Saariaho, with a performance of her 
flute concerto L’Aile du songe (“Wing of the Dream”), featuring soloist Claire Chase, a MacArthur “Genius Grant” recipient 
praised as “the North Star of her instrument’s ever-expanding universe” (New York Times).

SIBELIUS - Lemminkäinen’s Return
KAIJA SAARIAHO - L’Aile du songe, Concerto for flute and orchestra
SIBELIUS - Symphony No. 2 in D Major, Op. 43
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EVGENY KISSIN, piano
RENÉE FLEMING, soprano
WED, MAY 10, 8pm
KENNEDY CENTER CONCERT HALL
Grammy winners perform the music of Rachmaninoff, in a 
program boasting both solo piano and piano/vocal works.

In this “dream team” duo, two of classical music’s preeminent 
artists—pianist Evgeny Kissin and soprano Renée Fleming—unite 
to showcase the emotionally powerful, ever-lyrical, and technically 
awe-inspiring work of the 19th/20th-century composer Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. A native Russian like Rachmaninoff, now with dual 
British and Israeli citizenship, Kissin is a one-time prodigy turned 
consummate master and two-time Grammy winner. The Times 
(UK) has praised his “rich, sonorous tone, the dazzling fingerwork 
and, above all, the inspired fantasy,” adding, “So compelling is 
Kissin’s pianism, so fresh his response to even the most familiar 
phrases, that one hangs on every note.” On the first half of the 
program, Kissin performs a selection of solo Rachmaninoff works. 
After intermission, Kissin is joined by superstar American soprano, 
National Medal of Arts recipient, and four-time Grammy winner 
Renée Fleming for a selection of Rachmaninoff songs. As the 
Guardian has marveled in response to Fleming performing this 
repertoire: “Her voice rolls through the surging chromaticism 
of Rachmaninoff’s songs, sustaining their rapturous lines with a 
combination of abandon and delicate poise.”

Works by RACHMANINOFF TBA
Co-presented with The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
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GENEVA LEWIS, violin
EVREN OZEL, piano
SUN, MAY 14, 2pm
KENNEDY CENTER TERRACE THEATER
“Clearly one to watch”
—Musical America

New Zealand–born violinist Geneva Lewis is an artist 
whose star is rising rapidly. Having debuted as a soloist 
with the Pasadena POPS at the age of 11, she followed up 
in her early 20s with honors including the Grand Prize in 
the 2020 Concert Artists Guild Competition, a 2021 Avery 
Fisher Career Grant, and a Musical America “Artist of the 
Month” designation.

On the theme of her repertoire choices for her Washington 
Performing Arts debut recital, Lewis stated, “This 
program celebrates home and the simple yet profound 
connections to where we come from.” The program covers 
an expansive range of both eras and geography, from 
European icons Beethoven and Bartók to contemporary 
Turkish composer Fazıl Say and one of her homeland’s 
most noted composers, the late Douglas Lilburn.

FAZIL SAY - Sonata, Op. 7 
BEETHOVEN - Violin Sonata No. 10 in G Major, Op. 96
DOUGLAS LILBURN - Violin Sonata (1950)
BARTÓK - Violin Sonata no. 1, Sz. 75
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS  
CHILDREN OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR
MICHELE FOWLIN, artistic director
DATE AND VENUE TBA
“We are a choir, but we are also so much more than that. We are a family that cares for and loves 
one another unconditionally.”
—COTG Member

Season finale! Our stellar “COTG” take the stage in a one-of-a-kind program co-curated by the choir 
members themselves, speaking and singing out on matters of social justice. One of the region’s 
most celebrated youth ensembles, the COTG have performed with Matthew Whitaker at the historic 
Lincoln Theater; at the White House with Sara Bareilles, Washington National Cathedral—at both the 
Inaugural Prayer Services for President Barack Obama and the National Memorial Service for Nelson 
Mandela—and many other prestigious venues. They are led by Michele Fowlin, a powerful singer 
in her own right, one of the region’s most respected music educators, a D.C. Mayor’s Arts Award 
recipient, and the co-host of the arts and culture podcast The Muses Behind the Music.

Program TBA

Performances by the Washington Performing Arts Children of the Gospel Choir are made possible 
through the generous support of Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated, together with 
the Edith Glick Shoolman Children’s Foundation.
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ABOUT THE WASHINGTON 
PERFORMING ARTS GOSPEL 

MUSIC PROGRAM

With a 30-year legacy of inspiring performances and scores of illustrious alumni, the Washington Performing Arts 
Men, Women, and Children of the Gospel Choirs have become the destination for D.C. area vocalists who seek 
to combine rigorous voice and musicianship study with exceptional performance experiences. Chosen through a 
competitive audition process, choir members from D.C., Maryland, and Virginia commit to a year of music making 
while honoring and exploring African American music and culture. In the true tradition of gospel music, the choirs 
cultivate moving experiences grounded in great singing, genuine connections, and hope for a brighter future.  

The Men, Women, and Children of the Gospel Choirs, Washington Performing Arts’s resident performance 
ensembles, will celebrate their 30th anniversaries this season and continue to honor the traditions and vibrancy 
of this uniquely American art form through dynamic performances featuring powerful singing, movement, 
spoken word, and renowned guest artists from across genres. Under the artistic leadership of Michele Fowlin and 
Theodore Thorpe III, with Anthony “Tony” Walker and Karon Johnson, the choirs will offer uplifting performances 
to audiences through three productions in their annual presenting season and more than 10 community 
performances throughout the year.   

Are you interested in singing with us? Are you an alumnus of our choirs? Let us know! Please 
send a message to GospelChoirs@WashingtonPerformingArts.org for more information or to 
share your Washington Performing Arts Gospel Choir stories.
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To learn more and find 
opportunities to participate, visit 
WashingtonPerformingArts.org/education

For more than 50 years, Washington Performing Arts has 
produced education programs for youth, adults, and seniors, 
fostering appreciation for and active participation in the arts. 
This is at the heart of why Washington Performing Arts was 
founded: to celebrate and spark curiosity, collaboration, and 
creativity, and to be a home for all members of our community 
to experience the arts.

• Washington Performing Arts annually produces more than 
600 education and community engagement events that 
serve more than 40,000 participants across greater D.C.

• More than 50 embassies and classrooms are paired in the 
Embassy Adoption Program, a partnership with D.C. Public 
Schools, which engages 2,000 students.

• Washington Performing Arts provides education programs 
and curricular support to 100 D.C. Public Schools through 
award-winning programs like the Capital Arts Partnerships 
and the DCPS Honor Ensembles, which include in-
school instruction, artist interaction, and performance 
opportunities.

• Washington Performing Arts is an integral partner 
in expanding music education in D.C. Public Schools 
through the innovative D.C. Keys program, which reaches 
approximately 27,000 elementary school students in all 
eight wards of D.C.

• Through the Gateway Student Ticket Program, Washington 
Performing Arts is pleased to offer a limited number of 
$10 tickets to students of all ages (up to two tickets for 
each performance with a valid ID) for our main stage 
performances. (Gateway tickets go on sale along with 
single tickets on September 7.)

• Washington Performing Arts engages dozens of D.C.-area 
Teaching Artists to present dynamic arts experiences for 
audiences of all ages, including Family Art Moments (FAM) 
performances for ages 5–8 (see October FAM performance 
at right) and Enriching Experiences for Seniors.

IMPACT THROUGH  
EDUCATION
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FINDING RHYTHM: GROW YOUR BRAIN  
WITH GO-GO MUSIC
World Premiere 
OCT 29, 2022 • KENNEDY CENTER FAMILY THEATER 
Take a journey through the musical brain with Mother Dance, Father 

Rhythm and the Curious Scientist! DC’s own go-go music and brain science come together for this 
lively show that will have kids singing and dancing to the beat. Learn the origins of human rhythm, 
how rhythm grows the brain, and where children find the source of their own power AND connection. Music 
neuroscientist and show creator Dr. Jessica Phillips-Silver drew together a team of master musicians and teaching 
artists to tell this powerful, unifying story. 

This isn’t the Mozart Effect—it’s the Go-Go Effect! 
Co-presented with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in cooperation with Growing Brains

TICKETS: Kennedy-Center.org 

Ages 5+
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Mars Arts D.C. spotlights the  vibrancy of the local arts 
community through ever-growing artist engagement and 
long-term partnerships. Through dynamic live and virtual 
programs, Mars Arts D.C. highlights the uniqueness 
the uniqueness and beauty across all eight wards of 
the District, allowing for a more in-depth, nuanced, and 
interactive showcasing of D.C. talent.

In 2022/23 Mars Arts D.C. will continue its partnership 
with Songbyrd Music House—a locally owned venue 
situated in the heart of the Union Market neighborhood. 
Intended as a monthly oasis for D.C. music lovers of all 
kinds, this series offers a variety of concerts spanning 
multiple genres. The inaugural lineup featured folk band 
Justin Trawick and The Common Good; Venezuelan 
singer, cuatro player, and composer Jonathan Acosta; 
soulful 9-piece brass band and past Mars Arts D.C. 
Ensemble-in-Residence DuPont Brass; and Broadway 
vocalist Frenchie Davis in collaboration with the multi-
genre ensemble The Experience Band & Show. 

Save the dates and join us  
the first Wednesdays in the spring!

MAR 1, 2023

APR 5, 2033

MAY 3, 2023

JUN 7, 2023

Mars Arts D.C. is a partnership of Mars, Incorporated and Washington 
Performing Arts, with support from Jacqueline Badger Mars.

MARS ARTS D.C.
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SAVE THE DATE

The World in Our City
A Gala for Washington Performing Arts

Saturday, March 11, 2023
National Building Museum

 
Gala Co-Chairs

Rudy Burwell and Mona Mohib
Kathryn and Will Korengold

André O. Lewis and Racquel Jemison
Joseph May and Brian Pesin

Denise Rollins

Auction Chair
Elaine Rose
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MISSION
Washington Performing Arts champions the arts as a unifying force. Through collaborations with artists, educators, 
community leaders, and institutional partners, we bring wide-ranging artistic programs to stages, schools, and 
neighborhoods throughout our nation’s capital and, with our virtual platform, share our work throughout the world.

ABOUT WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS
One of the most established and honored performing arts institutions in America, Washington Performing Arts has 
engaged for more than half a century with artists, audiences, students, and civic life. The city is truly our stage: for 
decades, in venues ranging from concert halls and clubs to public parks, we have presented a tremendous range of 
artists and art forms, from the most distinguished symphony orchestras to both renowned and emerging artists in 
classical music, gospel music, jazz, culturally-specific genres, dance, and more. We also have an ever-expanding 
artistic and educational presence on the internet, envisioning ongoing opportunities for online connection and 
community.

Washington Performing Arts deeply values its partnerships with local organizations and other arts institutions. 
Through events online and in myriad performance venues and neighborhoods, we engage international visiting 
artists in community programs and introduce local artists to wider audiences. We place a premium on establishing 
artists as a continuing presence in the lives of both young people and adults through residencies and education 
programs.

Our achievements have been recognized with a National Medal of Arts and with three Mayor’s Arts Awards from the 
DC Government. We have now embarked upon our second half-century, ever inspired by the motto of our founder, 
Patrick Hayes: “Everybody in, nobody out.”

Washington Performing Arts is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and is exempt from Federal income tax as a public charity under 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

ABOUT WASHINGTON 
PERFORMING ARTS

VISION
Our community is unified and enriched through vibrant performing arts experiences.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Cultivate Artists and Arts Patrons: Be the organization that artists want to partner with and that arts patrons trust 
for lifelong enjoyment and learning.

Pursue Inclusion: Seek, represent, and welcome a multiplicity of voices in everything we do.

Collaborate with Communities: Build strong partnerships with local, national, and international organizations to 
make the performing arts accessible to communities in the nation’s capital.

Build a Lasting Legacy: Balance risk-taking with fiscal rigor, sustaining a healthy organization that will last for 
generations.

Washington Performing Arts @WashPerformArts @washingtonperformingarts Washington Performing Arts
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Bethesda Blues & Jazz Supper Club
7719 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20842
Parking: Cheltenham Parking Garage
Metrorail: Bethesda (Red Line) 

DAR Constitution Hall
1776 D Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20006
Parking: Metered street parking surrounding the Hall
Metrorail: Farragut North (Red Line) or Farragut West 

(Blue Line) 

Lisner Auditorium
730 21st Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20052
Parking: Area garages and street parking
Metrorail: Foggy Bottom/GWU (Blue/Orange/
    Silver Lines) 

Sidney Harman Hall -  
Shakespeare Theatre Company

610 F Street NW Washington, D.C. 20004
Parking: Area garages and street parking
Metrorail: Gallery Place/Chinatown (Red, Yellow/

Green lines); Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter 
(Orange, Blue, Yellow Lines)

Sixth & I
600 I Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20001
Parking: Limited street and garage parking in area
Metrorail: Gallery Place-Chinatown (Red, Green/Yellow 

Lines), 7th & H Street exit

Smithsonian National Museum  
of Asian Art 

1050 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, D.C. 
20560

Parking: Limited street parking in the area, guaranteed 
with ParkWhiz app

Metrorail: Smithsonian Metro (Blue/Orange/Silver  
    Lines) 

The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
   Performing Arts (Concert Hall,  
    Family Theater, Terrace Theater)
2700 F Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20566
Parking: Kennedy Center, Watergate, and Columbia 

Plaza garages
Metrorail: Foggy Bottom/GWU (Blue/Orange/Silver 

Lines), free shuttle available from station to venue

The Music Center at Strathmore
5301 Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda, MD 20852
Parking: Complimentary parking at the Grosvenor 

Metro Station
Metrorail: Grosvenor-Strathmore (Red Line) 

2022/23 SEASON  
VENUES
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1400 K Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

WashingtonPerformingArts.org


