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Upcoming events at the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts

TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
WashingtonPerformingArts.org • (202) 785-9727

Washington Performing Arts’s classical music performances this season are made possible in part 
through the generous support of Betsy and Robert Feinberg.

These performances are external rentals presented in coordination with the  
Kennedy Center Campus Rentals Office and are not produced by the Kennedy Center.
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HELSINKI PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA
Susanna Mälkki, music director
Claire Chase, flute
May 8, 8:00 p.m.
Finland’s foremost orchestra salutes 
two of its homeland’s greatest 
composers: Jean Sibelius and Kaija 
Saariaho, joined by the acclaimed flute 
soloist Claire Chase.
Special thanks: Frank Islam and Debbie 
Driesman; His Excellency Mikko Hautala, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Finland

GENEVA LEWIS, violin
EVREN OZEL, piano
May 14, 2:00 p.m.
The Washington Performing Arts 
debut of a rising-star violinist from 
New Zealand, in a centuries-spanning 
program celebrating the concept of 
“home.”
Special thanks: His Excellency Hasan Murat 
Mercan, Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye
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Jenny Bilfield, President & CEO • Rudy Burwell, Chair, Board of Directors 

Presents 

This performance is made possible through the generous support of Philip R. West and Barbara Yellen.

Washington Performing Arts’s classical music performances this season are made possible in part 
through the generous support of Betsy and Robert Feinberg.

Her Excellency Christina Markus Lassen, Ambassador of Denmark, is the honorary patron of this 
engagement.  

This is one of twenty 2022/23 season performances included in Washington Performing Arts’s The 
World in Our City initiative, which promotes cross-cultural understanding and cultural diplomacy via the 
presentation of international visiting artists, globally inspired local programming, and the award-winning 
Embassy Adoption Program, a partnership with D.C. Public Schools.

Special thanks to the following lead supporters of Washington Performing Arts’s mission-driven work: 
Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated; D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities; the 
National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs Program and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts; The Morris and 
Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation; and the Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for the Performing Arts.

DANISH STRING QUARTET
FRIDAY, APR. 21, 7:30 p.m.

THE JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  
TERRACE THEATER

This performance is an external rental presented in coordination with the Kennedy Center Campus 
Rentals Office and is not produced by the Kennedy Center.
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FRANZ SCHUBERT String Quartet No. 13 in A Minor, D. 804  
(1797-1828)   “Rosamunde”
   Allegro ma non troppo
   Andante
   Menuetto e Trio. Allegretto
   Allegro moderato

INTERMISSION

FRANZ SCHUBERT String Quartet No. 12 in C Minor, D. 703  
(1797-1828)   “Quartettsatz”
   Allegro assai
   Andante
 
ANNA S. THORVALDSDOTTIR Rituals (2023) 
(b. 1977) 
 
FRANZ SCHUBERT Gretchen Am Spinnrade, D. 118
(1797-1828) 
Arr. Danish String Quartet

Rituals was commissioned by the Danish String Quartet with the support of Carnegie Hall,  
Cal Performances, Vancouver Recital Society, UC Santa Barbara Arts & Lectures,  

Washington Performing Arts, Flagey and Muziekgebouw aan’t IJ.

PROGRAM

Danish String Quartet
Frederik Øland & Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen, violins

Asbjørn Nørgaard, viola
Fredrik Schøyen Sjölin, cello
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PROGRAM NOTES

String Quartet No. 13 in A Minor, 
D.804 “Rosamunde”
FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828)
Program note by Eric Bromberger

The year 1823 was devastating for 
Schubert. He had become ill the 
previous fall (every indication is that 
he had contracted syphilis), and by 
May he had to be hospitalized. Much 
weakened, and with his head shaved 
as part of the hospital treatment, 
he required the rest of the year 
simply to regain strength to function, 
and early in 1824 he turned to 
chamber music. His friend Franz von 
Schober described him in February: 
“Schubert now keeps a fortnight’s 
fast and confinement. He looks 
much better and is very bright, very 
comically hungry and writes quartets 
and German dances and variations 
without number.” But – despite 
Schober’s hopes – Schubert had not 
made a triumphant return to life and 
strength. Instead, he entered the new 
year with the bittersweet knowledge 
that although he may have survived 
that first round of illness, he would 
never be fully well again.

Schober was right, though, that his 
friend had returned to composing 
with chamber music. Schubert first 
wrote the Octet, and then in February 
and March 1824 he composed 
two extraordinary quartets: the 
Quartet in A Minor heard on this 
program and the Quartet in D 
Minor, nicknamed “Death and the 
Maiden.” The Quartet in A Minor 
was first performed on March 14 by 
a quartet led by the violinist Ignaz 
Schuppanzigh, one of Beethoven’s 

close friends. It is nearly impossible 
to define the quality that makes this 
quartet–and much of Schubert’s 
late music–so moving. His lyricism 
has now been transformed by a new 
emotional maturity, and a quality of 
wistfulness, almost sadness, seems 
to touch even the music’s happiest 
moments. Schubert’s biographer 
Brian Newbould draws attention 
to the fact that this quartet takes 
some of its themes from Schubert’s 
own songs, and the texts of those 
songs furnish a clue to the quartet’s 
emotional content. This music is 
also full of harmonic surprises (keys 
change suddenly, almost like shifts 
of light) and is marked by a complex 
and assured development of themes. 
The Quartet in A Minor may lack 
the dramatic, hard-edged impact of 
“Death and the Maiden,” but many 
consider it Schubert’s finest quartet.

From its first instant, the Allegro 
ma non troppo shows the hand of 
a master. The accompaniment – a 
sinuous, winding second violin line 
over pulsing viola and cello – is 
static, and Newbould points out 
that this is precisely the form of the 
accompaniment of Schubert’s great 
song “Gretchen am Spinnrade” 
(1814), which begins with the words 
Meine Ruh’ ist hin: “My peace is 
gone, My Heart is sore, I shall find 
it never and nevermore.” Over this, 
the first violin’s long-lined main 
melody seems to float endlessly, 
beginning to develop and change 
harmonically even before it has 
been fully stated. The remarkable 
thing about this “lyric” theme is that 
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it can be developed so effectively 
as an “instrumental” theme: 
its long flow of melody is finally 
interrupted by a fierce trill motto 
in the lower strings that will figure 
importantly in the development. A 
second theme, shared by the two 
violins, is similar in character to the 
opening idea, and this movement 
– which arcs over a very long span 
– finally concludes with the trill 
motto. 

Listeners will recognize the theme of 
the Andante as a Schubert favorite, 
though this one is not from a song: 
he had already used this poised 
melody in his incidental music to 
Rosamunde and would later use it in 
one of the piano Impromptus. This 
song-like main idea remains simple 
throughout (it develops by repetition), 
but the accompaniment grows more 
and more complex, and soon there 
are swirling voices and off-the-beat 
accents beneath the gentle melody.

The Menuetto opens with a three-
note figure from the cello’s deep 
register, and that dark, expectant 
sound gives this movement its 
distinct character. Newbould notes 
that Schubert took the theme of the 
trio section from his 1819 song “Die 
Götter Griechenlands,” where it sets 
Schiller’s nostalgic lament Schöne 
Welt, wo bist du?: “Beautiful world, 
where are you?” The minuet returns, 
and this movement dances solemnly 
to its close.

The A major tonality of the finale 
may come as a surprise, given the 
gravity of the first three movements, 
but it does make an effective 
conclusion. This Allegro moderato 
is a rondo in which all three 
themes have a dancing character, 
though at moments one feels the 

wistfulness of the earlier movements 
creeping into the music’s otherwise 
carefree progress. Full of energy, 
this movement is also marked by 
Schubert’s careful attention to detail: 
in the parts, he notes with unusual 
care the phrasing, accents, and 
dynamic shadings and contrasts that 
give this music its rich variety.

String Quartet No. 12 in C Minor, D. 
703 “Quartettsatz”
FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828)
Program note by Eric Bromberger

Schubert composed the Quartettsatz 
– that title, which did not originate 
with Schubert, means simply 
“quartet movement” – in December 
1820, when he was just a few weeks 
short of his twenty-fourth birthday.  
He had apparently planned to write a 
standard four-movement quartet but 
completed only the first movement 
and a 41-measure fragment of 
what would have been an Andante 
second movement.  No one knows 
why he set so promising a work 
aside and left it unfinished, but like 
the “Unfinished” Symphony, what 
survives is significant enough by 
itself to stand as a satisfying whole.

Curiously, the Allegro assai opening 
movement of this quartet is similar 
to the first movement of the 
“Unfinished” Symphony: both feature 
the same sort of double-stroked 
opening idea in the first violins, both 
are built on unusually lyric ideas, and 
both offer unexpected key relations 
between the major theme-groups.   
In fact, the key relationships are 
one of the most remarkable aspects 
of the quartet: it begins in C minor 
with the first violin’s racing, nervous 
theme, and this quickly gives way to 
the lyric second idea in A-flat major, 
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which Schubert marks dolce.  The 
quiet third theme – a rocking, flowing 
melody – arrives in G major.  As one 
expects in Schubert’s mature music 
(and the 23-year-old who wrote this 
music was a mature composer), 
keys change with consummate 
ease, though one surprise is that 
the opening idea does not reappear 
until the coda, where it returns 
in the closing instants to hurl the 
movement to its fierce conclusion.

Listed as the twelfth of Schubert’s 
fifteen string quartets, the 
“Quartettsatz” is generally 
acknowledged as the first of his 
mature quartets.  The first eleven 
had been written as Hausmusik 
for a quartet made up of members 
of Schubert’s own family: his 
brothers played the violins, his 
father the cello, and the composer 
the viola.  Because he was writing 
for amateur musicians in those 
quartets, Schubert had kept the 
demands on the players relatively 
light–his cellist-father in particular 
was given a fairly easy part in those 
quartets.  But in the “Quartettsatz” 
and the three magnificent final 
quartets Schubert felt no such 
restrictions. The “Quartettsatz”, 
which makes enormous technical 
demands (including virtuoso runs 
for the first violin that whip upward 
over a span of three octaves), was 
clearly intended for professional 
performers.

Rituals (2023)
Anna S. Thorvaldsdottir (b. 1977)
Program note by Anna S. 
Thorvaldsdottir

My music emerges as a stream of 
consciousness that flows, is felt, 
sensed, shaped, and then crafted, it 
does not emerge from a verbal place 
— but when a piece is completed 
I often spend quite a bit of time 
finding ways to articulate some 
of the important elements of the 
musical ideas or thoughts that play 
certain key roles in the origin of the 
piece — with Rituals however the 
accompanying text needed to be left 
impressionistic and unfiltered.

As with my music generally, the 
thoughts and ideas associated 
with the origin or development of a 
piece is not something I am trying 
to describe through the music – it 
is a way to intuitively approach and 
work with the core energy, structure, 
atmosphere and material of the 
piece.

*

Repetition in atmosphere — going 
through motions, the same motions, 
but it is never the same — with every 
repeating breath is a new feeling, 
new vision, new life, new being, 
same life — the same but always 
different — various perspectives 
of ritualistic feelings, sensations, 
explorations, from the hymn like 
Ascension to obsessive percussive 
materials… from parts that move 
like a rigorous engine to others of 
flowing atmospheric ether — but 
all have in common the ritualistic 
approach to the material — rituals in 
lyricism — rituals in hope — rituals 
in repetition — rituals in song — 
rituals in material — rituals in prayer 
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— rituals in obsession — rituals 
in life — rituals in being — rituals 
in harmonies — bending rituals 
— rituals in difference — ritual 
as an escape — ritual as peace — 
ritual as continuation — ritual as 
burden — ritual as hope — ritual as 
obsession — ritual as being — ritual 
in harmony — each part is its own 
ritual and together the eleven parts 
form one ritual.

Gretchen am Spinnrade, D.118
FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828)
Program note by Eric Bromberger

Schubert composed Gretchen am 
Spinnrade (“Gretchen at the Spinning 
Wheel”) on October 19, 1814. As 
Gretchen spins, she thinks of Faust, 
who is coming to seduce her. She is 
restless, troubled, anxious, out of 
control, and she knows it–“Meine 
Ruh is hin,” the song begins: “My 
peace is gone.” The piano’s steady 

oscillation is the sound of the 
spinning wheel, and it is a reassuring 
sound – sort of. Because it is the 
piano that tells the tale here, 
capturing the emotion in a way that 
the words sometimes do not. Its 
shifts of key and changes of dynamic 
all underline the meaning in subtle 
ways, and at the climax of the song 
– when Gretchen thinks of Faust’s 
kiss – it stops completely: she’s 
overcome, and the wheel resumes  
its spinning falteringly as she 
collects herself. In its dramatic 
sense, insight into emotion, 
compression, and intensity, Gretchen 
am Spinnrade is a masterpiece. 
Schubert was all of seventeen years 
old when he wrote it.

This concert concludes with an 
arrangement of Schubert’s famous 
song by the members of the Danish 
String Quartet.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

The Danish String Quartet celebrates 
its 20th Anniversary in 2022-23, and 
the Grammy-nominated quartet 
continues to assert its preeminence 
among the world’s finest string 
quartets.  The ensemble, formed 
when the musicians were in their 
teens, is renowned for impeccable 
musicianship, sophisticated artistry, 
exquisite clarity of ensemble, and, 
above all, an unmatched ability to 
play as one. They exude a palpable joy 
in music-making that has made them 
one of today’s most highly acclaimed 
and in-demand classical quartets, 
with sold-out concerts around the 
world. 

This season, the Danish 
String Quartet continues its 
DOPPELGÄNGER series, an 
ambitious four-year project that 
pairs world premieres with late 
major chamber works by Schubert. 
DOPPELGÄNGER is commissioned 
by the Quartet with the support of 
Carnegie Hall, Cal Performances, 
UC Santa Barbara Arts & Lectures, 
Vancouver Recital Society, Flagey 
in Brussels, and Muziekgebouw in 
Amsterdam. 

The ensemble’s most recent 
recording project is PRISM V, the 
final disc in a series of ECM (Edition 
of Contemporary Music) New 
Series recordings that explores the 
relationships between Bach fugues, 
Beethoven string quartets, and 
works by later composers. Slated for 
release on ECM later this year is a 
disc of traditional Scandinavian folk 
music. 

Among the Quartet’s many honors 
and awards are being named Musical 
America’s 2020 Ensemble of the 
Year and being awarded the Borletti-
Buitoni Trust in 2016. 
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ABOUT WASHINGTON  
PERFORMING ARTS

One of the most established and 
honored performing arts institutions 
in America, Washington Performing 
Arts has engaged for more than half 
a century with artists, audiences, 
students, and civic life. The city 
is truly our stage: for decades, in 
venues ranging from concert halls 
and clubs to public parks, we have 
presented a tremendous range of 
artists and art forms, from the most 
distinguished symphony orchestras 
to both renowned and emerging 
artists in classical music, gospel 
music, jazz, international genres, 
and more. Washington Performing 
Arts also has an ever-expanding 
artistic and educational presence 
on the internet, addressing the 
programming challenges of this 
time of pandemic while envisioning 
ongoing opportunities for online 
connection and community in a post-
COVID world.

Washington Performing Arts 
deeply values its partnerships with 
local organizations and other arts 

institutions. Through events online 
and in a myriad of performance 
venues and neighborhoods, 
Washington Performing Arts engages 
international visiting artists in 
community programs and introduces 
local artists to wider audiences. We 
place a premium on establishing 
artists as a continuing presence in 
the lives of both young people and 
adults through residencies and 
education programs.

For its achievements, Washington 
Performing Arts has been recognized 
with a National Medal of Arts and 
with three Mayor’s Arts Awards 
from the D.C. Government. We have 
now embarked upon our second 
half-century, ever inspired by the 
motto of our founder, Patrick Hayes: 
“Everybody in, nobody out.”

For more information, please visit 
WashingtonPerformingArts.org
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  Cafritz Foundation
D.C. Commission on the Arts  
  and Humanities
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The Beech Street Foundation  
  and Mr. Jeffrey Bauman and  
  Ms. Linda Fienberg
Dallas Morse Coors  
  Foundation for the  
  Performing Arts
Dr. Gary Mather and  
  Ms. Christina Co Mather
Mr. Bruce Rosenblum and  
  Ms. Lori Laitman
Mr.† and Mrs.  
  Robert H. Winter

$35,000 - $49,999
Estate of Ms. Susan Boyd†

Lyn and Barry Chasen 
Michele and Brandon Cober
Philip L. Graham Fund
Park Foundation 
Verizon Washington, D.C. 

$25,000 - $34,999
Sunny and Bill Alsup
The Boeing Company
Trista L. P. Colbert and  
  Theodore Colbert
Galena-Yorktown Foundation
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Pepco, An Exelon Company
Billy Rose Foundation
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  Ambassador, Embassy of  
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Mr. and Mrs. John V. Thomas
Mary Jo Veverka

WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS 
SUPPORTERS

Washington Performing Arts gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and 
institutions whose generous contributions support our artistic and educational 
programming. Patrons who contribute $500 or more throughout the season are listed 
below with our thanks. (List complete as of February 5, 2023)
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Dr. David Humenansky and  
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Mr. Hilary Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Franklin Moses
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  Foreign Affairs

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Polinger
Mr. Trevor Potter and  
  Mr. Dana Westring
Elizabeth Racheva and  
  Danail Rachev
Cindy Reese
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rice
Beth N. Rom-Rymer and  
  Jeff Miles
Ms. Sara E. Sanders/Sanders  
  Foundation
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Elizabeth Locke and  
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  Bill Foster
Cara Grayer Johnson
Ms. Felecia Love Greer
Andrea L. Grimaldi
Cassidy J. Grunninger
Ms. June Hajjar
Dr. and Mrs.  
  Hermann Helgert
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Howard

Ms. Ellen Jakovic and  
  Mr. David Lipson
Kanter Kallman Foundation,  
  in memory of greater Kanter,  
  Kallman, and Plaut
S. Kann Sons Company  
  Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Heather Kaye 
Ms. Angela C.Y. King
Simeon M. Kriesberg and  
  Martha L. Kahn
Fred Krosner and  
  Linda Rosenfeld
James and Sandra Lafond
Beth Libow
Russell and Mimsy Lindner
James and Barbara Loots
Sarah Lysaker
Chase and Chris Maggiano
Kathryn McKenzie and  
  Brian McNeill
Cheryl McQueen
Dr. Glenn Nyre
Patricia Ofori
Kayla Ross Perry Memorial  
  Foundation
Richard Price and Yung Chang
Mr. David Platt
Québec Government Office in  
  Washington
Ms. Lynn Rhinehart
Shebbie R. and  
  William S. Rice, III
Hugo Rojo
George and Eva Salamon
Ms. Kimberly Schenck and  
  Mr. Craig Williams
Albert and  
  Sandra Schlachtmeyer
Prachi Shah
Ms. Grace Shen
Dr. Deborah J. Sherrill
Jeremy Skog
Aarthy Thamodaran
Ms. Ebony Thomas
Thrasher Koffey Foundation,  
  in loving memory and honor  
  of Gloria Thrasher
Héctor J. Torres and Jay 
Haddock Ortiz
Ms. Nina Totenberg
Mohit Tuteja
Mr. Sanford and  
  Dr. Beth Ungar
Ms. Vicki Wallshein
Chariese E. Walton
Drs. Anthony and  
  Gladys Watkins

Mr. and Mrs.  
  Douglas H. Wheeler
Ms. Sandra Willen
Ms. Christina Witsberger
James Beller and  
  Christopher Wolf
Mr. James Yap

$500 - $999
Anonymous (5)
Ruth and Henry Aaron
Ms. Ernestine Arnold
Paul Ashe
Janice Baker
Hon. and Mrs.  
  John W. Barnum
Robert and Arlene Bein
Bob and Sofia Blake
Ms. Francesca Britton
A’Lelia Bundles
Beth Burrous and  
  Kevin Baer Fund
The Carlyle Group
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Chapman
John C. Chester
Dr. Elizabeth R. Cheyney and  
  Mr. George Bowles
Drs. Judith and  
  Thomas Chused
Meg and Christian Clerc
Mr. John W. Cook
Soraya and  
  Stephen Coppolino
Casey Dell’Isola
Ms. Laura Drexel
Marcia Dyson and Mary Barth
Jacqueline Fitch
Ms. Margarita Gardiner
Jennifer Gentry
Jerome and Michelle Giles
Mr. and Mrs.  
  William L. Goldman
Dr. Robert J. Gottschall and  
  Ms. Yukiko Tani
Mr. Richard Grimes
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
Bonnie Hammerschalg
Jo Ann Hearld
Miss Deidre Veronica Hill
Mr. William Irwin
Mrs. Lois Jones
Dr. Vinetta Jones
Erna Kerst
Ahnika Kline
Dr. Allan Kolker
Ms. Albertina D. Lane
Michael Larkin and  
  Margaret Webster
Ms. Robin Leeds
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Angela LoRé
Mr. Daniel Marcus and  
  Dr. Maeva Marcus
Dr. Dianne McRae
Amy and Daniel Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Gaines M. Mimms
Lauren Bryant Mirza and  
  Kumail Mizra
Mr. James A. Morris
Mr. Evans Muzere
Anna Norell
Thomas J. Kim and  
  John F. Olson
Mr. Kelvin Page
Ms. Brenda A. Parker
Sharon Pauling
Stephen and  
  Mary Ann Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Peth
Morgann and Philip Reeves
Henry and Anne Reich Family  
  Foundation
Eric and Tracy Rigaud
Elise Riley and John Simson
Carolyn Roberts
Scott Rosenbloom
Richard Schottenfeld and  
  Tanina Rostain
Mr. Maurice Scott
Mr. Stephen F. Sewell
Michelle Taylor
John and Ashley Thompson
Mr. Peter Threadgill
Edward and Marcia Warren
Ms. Donna Rattley Washington
Wolfgang and Carol Wawersik
Ms. Maria Weissman
Western Presbyterian Church
Mr. and Mrs.  
  William H. Wheeler

Kathe and  
  Edwin D. Williamson
Mr. † and Mrs.  
  James D. Wilson
Njambi and Earl Wynn
Ms. Esther H. Lim and  
  Mr. John C. Yang
Paul Yarowsky and  
  Kathryn Grumbach
Sara Trautman-Yeğenoğlu and  
  Ferit Yeğenoğlu
Jacqueline Zins and  
  Gerson Zweifach

† deceased

In Kind
Anonymous 
H.E. Shaikha Aisha AlKhalifa  
  and H.E. Shaikh Ambassador  
  Abdullah AlKhalifa  
Sunny and Bill Alsup 
Anita Antenucci 
Henry Berman 
Carol and Landon Butler 
Karen Chilton 
Compass Pro Bono 
Tom and Nancy Dungan 
The Dupont Circle Hotel/ 
  Doyle Bar & Lounge 
Embassy of the Kingdom of  
  Bahrain 
Embassy of Finland 
Embassy of Japan 
Embassy of the Kingdom of  
  the Netherlands 
First Baptist Church of  
  Highland Park 
Mr. Burton J. Fishman 
Tom Foster and Steven Dahllof 

Susan and Cab Grayson 
Ashley Kennedy 
Danny Korengold and  
  Martha Dippell 
Igor Levit 
Elizabeth Locke and  
  John Staelin 
Lubin Fine Art Portraits 
Jacqueline Badger Mars 
Mars, Incorporated 
John McFadden and  
  Lisa Kabnick 
Jean Perin 
Remo Inc. 
Ridgewells Catering 
Ristorante i Ricchi 
RJ Whyte Event Production 
Ronald Reagan Building and  
  International Trade Center  
Shiloh Baptist Church 
Songbyrd Music House 
SVS | Home Audio Speakers &  
  Subwoofers 
Total Wine & More 
Tregaron Conservancy and  
  Lynn Parseghian 
Turkish Airlines 
Vermont Avenue  
  Baptist Church 
Washington Performing Arts 
Women’s Committee
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THE RUTH BADER GINSBURG  
MEMORIAL FUND

The Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Fund was established in 2021 to honor the late 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life, legacy, and passion for music with an 
annual award to a distinguished artist that includes the opportunity to choose a musical 
talent deserving of wider recognition to be presented in a Washington Performing Arts 
recital in Justice Ginsburg’s memory. 

Anonymous (3)
Linda Fienberg and  
  Jeffrey Bauman
Carole and Henry Berman
Paul Schiff Berman
Jenny Bilfield and  
  Joel Phillip Friedman
Barbara Broidy
Mr.† and Mrs. Calvin Cafritz
Henry Cao
Dr. and Ms. Abe Cherrick 
Robin Rowan Clarke
Chris Conte
Frank and Sunny Cook
Robert and Jamie Craft
Ronald Dabrowski 
Anthony DiResta and  
  Terrance Mason
Michael Dockterman 
David Ellen
Mr. and Mrs. William and  
  Michele Farquhar 
Marian and  
  Milton Carr Ferguson
Anne and Burton Fishman
Norma Lee† and  
  Morton Funger†

Barbara Myers and  
  Tom Gallagher
Barbara D. Gholz
Caroline and Mark Goldzweig
Jamie Gorelick and  
  Richard Waldhorn 
Susan R. and  
  Sanford D. Greenberg
Hannah Grove-Dejarnett
Sarah Haft

Jo Ann Hearld
Betsy C. Hegg
Hermann and Janet Helgert
Harryette and Stanley Helsel
Beth and Stephen Hess
Ms. Michelle Hoffmann
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb
Judith Richards Hope,  
  Family Partners Fund
Murray Horwitz and  
  Lisa Miller
Antonia B. Ianniello and  
  George Chuzi
Kari L. Jaksa
Kathryn and  
  J. Stephen Jones, MD
Jodie Kelley and Scott Sinder
Michael J. Klarman 
Ineke and Peter Kreeger/ 
  David Lloyd Kreeger  
  Foundation 
June and Jerry Libin
The Honorable Jan M. and  
  Elizabeth Lodal
Lucinda Low and  
  Daniel Magraw
Susan C. Lubick 
Alfred Mamlet and  
  Rochelle Bobroff
Jacqueline B. Mars
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Martin
Dr. Gary Mather and  
  Ms. Christina Co Mather
KLMorris 
Melanie Franco Nussdorf
Tom Kim and John Olson

W. Stephen and  
  Diane E. Piper
Samantha Pollack
Elizabeth Racheva and  
  Danail Rachev
Anne and Steven Reed
Gwen Renigar
Catherine B. Reynolds  
  Foundation
James E. Rocap III
Elaine Rose
James J. Sandman and  
  Elizabeth D. Mullin
Ami Scott
Peter Shields and Ace Werner
Kathleen Shurtleff
Miriam Steinberg-Egeth
Héctor J. Torres and  
  Jay Haddock Ortiz
Nina Totenberg and  
  David Reines
Rich and Kathleen Trautman
Meiyu Tsung and  
  Curtis Chang
Mary Jo Veverka
Christie-Anne and  
  Jeffrey P. Weiss
Philip R. West and  
  Barbara Yellen
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Douglas H. Wheeler
Jonathan and Ruby Zhu

List complete as of  
March 22, 2023
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JOIN OUR E-NEWS CLUB

Join the Washington Performing Arts 
E-News Club! Stay up-to-date with 
the latest concerts, special events, 
career opportunities, subscriber 
benefits and more. 

WashingtonPerformingArts.org/emailsignup

THE REGGIE AWARD

Lorraine and Edward Adams 
Jenny Bilfield and  
  Joel Phillip Friedman 
Francesca Britton 
Nicholas A. Brown 
Hans and Josie Bruland 
Dan Cameron Family  
  Foundation, Inc. 
Matthew Campbell 
Rebecca Chang 
André Coleman 
Carleen H. Dei 
Candace Dyal 
C. Lorenzo Evans III 
Betsy and Robert Feinberg 
Mrs. Rhona Wolfe Friedman  
  and Mr. Don Friedman 
Tom Gallagher 
Paula Seigle Goldman 
Erica Green 
Felecia Love Greer 
Hannah Grove-DeJarnett 
Cassidy Grunninger 
Mike and Luanne Gutermuth 
Susan B. Hepner 

Michelle and  
  Dennis Hoffmann 
Murray Horwitz and  
  Lisa Miller 
Lloyd and Patricia Howell Jr. 
Jake Jones and  
  Veronica Nyhan-Jones 
Keiko and Steven Kaplan 
Daniel L. Korengold and  
  Martha Dippell 
André O. Lewis 
Lena Scott Lundh and  
  Lennart Lundh 
Mars, Inc. / Brad Figel 
Dr. Gary Mather and  
  Ms. Christina Co Mather 
Aaron Menenberg 
Camden Miller 
Thomas J. Kim and  
  John F. Olson 
Janice J. Kim and  
  Anthony L. Otten 
Samantha Pollack 
Elizabeth Racheva and 
  Danail Rachev 

Shebbie and William Rice 
Denise Rollins 
James J. Sandman and  
  Elizabeth D. Mullin 
Ami Scott and Lucius Outlaw 
Monica Scott and  
  Cameron Hamrick 
Peter Shields and Ace Werner 
Ruth and Arne† Sorenson 
Kerrien Suarez 
Ebony Thomas 
Meiyu Tsung and  
  Curtis Chang 
Philip R. West and  
  Barbara Yellen 
Doug and Catherine Wheeler 
Roger J. Whyte II 
Carolyn Ross Wilson 
Washington Performing Arts  
  Women’s Committee 
Njambi and Earl Wynn

As of October 10, 2022

“The Reggie” is an annual award established in 2018 to honor former Washington 
Performing Arts Board Chair Reginald Van Lee, granted to a high school junior or 
senior member of the Washington Performing Arts Children of the Gospel Choir to 
pursue additional arts-related education or activities. 

For more information about Washington Performing Arts’s endowed fund 
opportunities, contact Meiyu Tsung at MTsung@WashingtonPerformingArts.org.
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS LEGACY SOCIETY

Shirley and Albert H.† Small, 
  Honorary Chairs
Stefan F. Tucker, Chair

Anonymous (6)
Mr. David G.† and  
  Mrs. Rachel Abraham
Dr.† and Mrs.†  
  Clement C. Alpert
Mr. and Mrs.† George A. Avery
Eve E. Bachrach
Mr. James H. Berkson†

Susan Boyd†

Ms. Jenny Bilfield and  
  Dr. Joel Phillip Friedman
Ms. Lorna Bridenstine†

Charlotte Anne Cameron
Samuel J. Carabetta
Sue Sloan Carlton
Dr. Mark Cinnamon
Ms. Christina Co Mather 
Chieko and Douglas Cook
Mr. and Mrs. F. Robert Cook
Ms. Josephine Cooper
Amb. William and  
  Laryssa Courtney
James and Susan Deerin
Mrs. Luna E. Diamond†

Mr. and Mrs. Edison W. Dick 
Barbara† and  
  Sidney Dickstein†

Ms. Carol M. Dreher
Leatrice and Melvin Eagle
Ms. Eve Epstein†

Burton and Anne Fishman 
Donald Flanders†

Mrs. Sophie P. Fleming†

Mrs. Charlotte G. Frank†

Rhona Wolfe Friedman  
Tom Gallagher
Mr. Ezra Glaser†

Dr. and Mrs. Michael S. Gold
Mrs. Paula S. Goldman
Barbara W. Gordon†

June Hajjar
Jay and Robin Hammer
Mr. James M. Harkless 
Susan B. Hepner

Carl D. Hobelman† and  
  Grace Hobelman
Ann M. Hoopes
Craig M. Hosmer and  
  Daryl Reinke
Charles E. Hoyt†

Josephine S. Huang, Ph.D.†

Aaron† and Alexine Jackson 
Enid Tucker Johnson
Charles† and Lois Jones
Victoria and Bruce Kimble
Daniel L. Korengold
Dr. Marvin C. Korengold†

Jane Mary Kwass
James and Sandra Lafond
Evelyn Lear† and  
  Thomas Stewart†

Marion Lewis†

Herbert Lindow†

Harry M. and  
  Judith B. Linowes
Wendy Luke
Noreen M. Lyday
Mrs. David Maginnes
Chris and Mary Mahle
Lydia Micheaux Marshall
Dr. Gary D. Mather 
Doris McClory† 
Carol Melamed
Robert I. Misbin
Glenn A. Mitchell†

Mrs. Viola Musher†

Jeffrey T. Neal
The Alessandro Niccoli  
  Scholarship Award
The Pola Nirenska Memorial  
  Award
Gerson Nordlinger†

Linda Parisi and  
  J.J. Finkelstein
Karen and Neale Perl
Gwen Petitjean†

Dr. W. Stephen and  
  Mrs. Diane Piper
Mildred Poretsky†

The Honorable† and  
  Mrs. Stephen Porter†

Betryce Prosterman†

Susan E. Roberts
Elaine R. Rose
Miriam Rose†

Linda Rosenfeld and  
  Fred Krosner
James J. Sandman and  
  Elizabeth D. Mullin
Mrs. Ann Schein
Charlotte† and  
  Hubert (Hank)† Schlosberg
Zelda Segal
Jean Head Sisco†

Mr.† and Mrs. Sanford Slavin
Shirley and Albert H.† Small
Mr. Robert Smith and  
  Ms. Natalie Moffett Smith
Mrs. Isaac Stern
Mr. Leonard Topper
Hector Torres
Sami and Annie Totah Family  
  Foundation
Marilyn and Stefan F. Tucker
Reginald Van Lee
Mary Jo Veverka
Maria Voultsides and 
   Thomas C. Chisnell II
Frederica† and Ulric† Weil
Douglas and  
  Catherine Wheeler
Mr.† and Mrs.  
  Robert H. Winter
Washington Performing Arts  
  Women’s Committee
Margaret S. Wu
  In memory of Y. H. and T. F. Wu

† deceased
As of March 10, 2023

Legacy Society members appreciate the vital role that performing arts play in the 
community, as well as in their own lives. By remembering Washington Performing 
Arts in their will or estate plans, members enhance our annual fund, endowment, or 
donor-designated programs and help make it possible for the next generations to enjoy 
the same quality and diversity of presentations both on stages and in our schools and 
community.
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Rudy Burwell, Chair*
Gary Yacoubian, Vice Chair*
Tom Gallagher, Treasurer*
Joseph May, Secretary*
Burton J. Fishman, Esq.,  
  General Counsel*
Her Excellency  
  Shaikha Aisha AlKhalifa
Sunny Alsup*
Jeffrey Bauman*
Nici Bush 
Christina Co Mather
Michele Cober
Trista L. P. Colbert*
Kelly Dibble
Debbie Driesman
Robert S. Feinberg*
Luanne S. Gutermuth* 
Vinetta C. Jones
Dina Lassow  
  (Women’s Committee)*
Leslie Luxemburg  
  (Friday Morning Music Club)
Alyssa O’Connor  
  (Junior Board)*
Lynn Parseghian*
W. Stephen Piper*
Gordon Rush*
Marc Schlosberg
Kerrien Suarez
Naboth van den Broek
Philip R. West

Jenny Bilfield,  
  President & CEO*
Douglas H. Wheeler,  
  President Emeritus*
Neale Perl,  
  President Emeritus
Patrick Hayes, Founder†

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Nancy G. Barnum
Arturo Brillembourg
Hans Bruland
Charlotte Cameron 
Josephine Cooper
The Honorable Debbie Dingell
Roselyn Payne Epps, M.D.†

Sophie P. Fleming†

Eric R. Fox
Norma Lee Funger†

Peter Ladd Gilsey†

Barbara W. Gordon†

France K. Graage
Felecia Love Greer
James M. Harkless, Esq.
Susan B. Hepner
ViCurtis G. Hinton†

Jake Jones
Steven Kaplan, Esq.
Marvin C. Korengold, M.D.†

Peter L. Kreeger
Robert G. Liberatore
Jerome B. Libin, Esq.
Dennis G. Lyons†

Dr. Gary D. Mather
Gilbert D. Mead†

Gerson Nordlinger†

John F. Olson 
Susan Porter†

Frank H. Rich†

James J. Sandman
Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan  
  and Veronica Valencia  
  Sarukhan 
Charlotte Schlosberg†

Samuel A. Schreiber
Jon Sedmak
Albert H. Small†

Shirley Small
Ruth Sorenson
The Honorable  
  James W. Symington
Stefan F. Tucker, Esq.
Mary Jo Veverka
Carol Wilner
Paul Martin Wolff

PAST CHAIRS
Todd Duncan†,  
  Past Chairman Laureate
William N. Cafritz†

Aldus H. Chapin†

Kenneth M. Crosby†

Jean Head Sisco†

Kent T. Cushenberry†

Harry M. Linowes
Edward A. Fox
Hugh H. Smith
Alexine Clement Jackson
Lydia Micheaux Marshall
The Honorable  
  Stephen W. Porter†

Elliott S. Hall
Lena Ingegerd Scott
James F. Lafond
Bruce E. Rosenblum
Daniel L. Korengold
Susan B. Hepner
Jay M. Hammer
Reginald Van Lee
Tom Gallagher

† deceased
* Executive Committee

WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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WOMEN’S COMMITTEE
Dina Lassow, President
Lorraine Paladino Adams,  
  1st Vice President
Denise Rollins,  
  Recording Secretary
Carolyn Ross Wilson,  
  Assistant Recording 
  Secretary
Elaine Rose, Treasurer
Francesca Britton,  
  Assistant Treasurer
Wendy Shapiro,  
  Corresponding Secretary
Albertina Lane, Historian
Arleen Kessler,  
  Immediate Past President
Barbara Mackenzie Gordon†,  
  Founding President

Ernestine Arnold 
Toni-jeanne Baker 
Beverly Bascomb 
Sylvia Belton 
Bunny Bialek 
Patricia Bonds 
Gwendolyn Brown 
Charlotte Cameron 
Claire Cherry-Ruiz 
Jannes Waples Gibson 
Linda Goldman 
Paula Goldman 
Ruth Reed Hodges
Loretta Huggins 
Enid Johnson 
Madelyn Elise Johnson 
Vinetta Jones
Elaine Kolodny 
Eleanor Leak 
Hilda McIntosh 
Glendonia McKinney 

Cheryl McQueen 
Dianne McRae 
Paulette Nehama 
Brenda Parker 
DeVera Redmond 
Shebbie Robinson Rice 
Changamiré Ross 
Rita Segerman 
Deborah Sewell 
Billie LaVerne Smith 
Therrell Smith 
Diana Johnson Veilleux 
Gladys M. Watkins 
Bette Davis Wooden

† deceased

Alyssa T. O’Connor, Chair 
Cassidy J. Grunninger,  
  Philanthropy & Gala 
Kevin Yen,  
  Audience Engagement
Yinhsiu Grace Lin, Secretary
Benjamin Martin,  
  Member-At-Large

Jenelle S. Coy
Devika Daga

Shari Feldman
Sascha Fishman
Troy Kallman
Angela C. Y. King
William Korengold
Andrew M. Lee
André O. Lewis*
Camden Miller*
Simon Patmore-Zarcone
Hugo Rojo
Erica Royal

Prachi Shah
Jeremy Skog
Kristen Taylor
Aarthy Thamodaran
Ebony Thomas
Mohit Tuteja
Chariese E. Walton
Raleigh Wheeler
*Past Chair

JUNIOR BOARD
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EXECUTIVE STAFF
President & CEO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jenny Bilfield
President Emeritus  . . . . . . . . Douglas H. Wheeler
Manager of the Office of the  
  President & CEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Helen Edwards
Scheduling Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashlyn Owens
 
ADVANCEMENT
Vice President of Strategic Planning &  
  Chief Advancement Officer . . .Elizabeth Racheva  
Director of Individual Giving . . . . . . . Meiyu Tsung  
Assistant Director of Advancement  
  Resources . . . . . . . . . . Sara Trautman-Yeğenoğlu
Major Gifts Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Hankins
Manager of Advancement  
  Operations & Analytics . . . . . . . . .Natalie Groom  
Advancement  
  Assistant  . . . . . . . . . . . Rebbeca Krupa Wilcoski  
Special Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stratus Firm 

MARKETING, COMMUNICATIONS, 
 AND CREATIVE MEDIA
Director of Marketing, Communications,  
  and Creative Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Beyea 
Creative Media &  
  Analytics Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scott Thureen  
Digital Content Manager . . . . . . .  Alex Galiatsatos 
Marketing and Communications  
  Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cassandra Gibson 
Bucklesweet,  
  Press & Media Relations . . . . . . . Amanda Sweet  
Inked Designs,  
  Graphic Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Elayna Speight  
 
EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Director of Education &  
  Community Engagement  . . . Michelle Hoffmann  
Manager of Choir  
  Operations  . . . . . . . . . . Katheryn R. Brewington  
Manager, Choir Curriculum  
  & Artistic Planning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Powell 
Education & Community  
  Program Manager  . . . . . . . . . . Valerie Murray  
Education Partnerships  
  Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Penelope Musto 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Interim Chief Financial Officer . . . . . Sarah Bright
Controller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DeAnna Treadway
Finance Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . .Jeanette Cortez
Operations &  
  Administration Consultant. . . . . . . . . .Karin Hong

PATRON SERVICES
Patron Services  
  Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chad Dexter Kinsman
Patron Services Associate  . . . .  Mbissane Diagne  
  
PROGRAMMING & PRODUCTION
Director of Programming  . . . . .Samantha Pollack  
Programming  
  Operations Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kayla Loree 

SPECIAL PRODUCTIONS & INITIATIVES
Supervising Producer  . . . . . . . Eric E. Richardson 
  
RESIDENT ARTISTS 
Artist in Residence  . . . . . . . . . . . . Murray Horwitz
Artistic Director,  
  Children of the Gospel Choir . . . . Michele Fowlin  
Artistic Director,  
  Men & Women of the  
  Gospel Choir  . . . . . . . . . . . Theodore Thorpe III  
Music Director,  
  Washington Performing Arts  
  Gospel Choirs . . . . . . . . .  Anthony “Tony” Walker 
Artistic Director Emeritus,  
  Washington Performing Arts  
  Gospel Choirs . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stanley J.Thurston  
  

WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS 
STAFF

21


