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Special thank you to The Washington Ballet for its generous support of Dance Theatre of Harlem's DC residency.
As they celebrate 50 years, we invite you to join them for

Go-Go 50, October 30–November 1 at the Warner Theatre.
WashingtonBallet.org
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DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM HOST COMMITTEE

Dance Theatre of Harlem salutes and thank our Host Committee Members and 
Ambassadors for their generous, early support for this partnership and the 
performances and educational events we have held this week.

Lead Partners
DowntownDC BID
Norma Barfield
Shelia C. Whiteman and Raymond Whiteman
Supporting Partners
Jerry & Hélène Dreskin
Dr. Philip Marion & Tanya Lumpkin
Host Committee Members
Terri Prettyman Bowles
Charles DeSantis
Dr. Lucia Edmonds
Wanda Felton
Karen Horton
Mr. & Mrs. Garry �

and Bernice Hutchinson
Carmen Perkins
Kimberly Richardson / Richardson 

Family Foundation

Joe Scarborough & Mika Brzezinsk
Shera Higgs Thompson
Rodney Trapp
University of the District of Columbia 

Foundation
Edwin Walker
Zuhaira Washington
Daniel Wilson

Dance Theatre of Harlem Season Sponsors

Generous support for Dance Theatre of Harlem is provided by Alliance Bernstein 
Foundation; Alphadyne Foundation; Arnhold Foundation; BET Networks; Bloomberg LP; 
Bloomberg Philanthropies; Booth Ferris Foundation; Citigroup; Creativa; Dance/NYC; 
Davis/Dauray Family Fund; DTE Energy Foundation; Jarvis and Constance Doctorow 
Family Foundation; First Merchants Foundation; Ford Foundation; GCM Grosvenor; 
GEICO; Howard Gilman Foundation; Grain Management; The Harkness Foundation for 
Dance; Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation; Huntington National Bank; Hyde and Watson 
Foundation; IQVIA; Jeep; The Jockey Hollow Foundation; Johnson Shapiro Slewett & Kole 
LLP; JPMorgan Chase; Kantar; Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts; Klein Family 
Foundation; Kresge Foundation; Kojaian Companies; Legal Defense Fund; The Lenat 
Foundation; The Reginald F. Lewis Foundation; MacMillan Family Foundation; Madison 
Square Garden; The Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation; John L. McHugh Foundation; 
Mellon Foundation; Margaret T. Morris Foundation; Morgan Stanley; Henry and Lucy 
Moses Fund; The New York Community Trust; Paramount; Tatiana Piankova Foundation; 
Principal Financial Group; Jerome Robbins Foundation; (continues next page)



4 WashingtonPerformingArts.org

Continued from page 3: The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation; The SHS 
Foundation; The Shubert Foundation; Siebert Williams Shank & Co., LLC; Thomas & 
Birdie C. Smith Arts Foundation; Sony Music Group; The Thompson Family Foundation; 
Twelve Days of Christmas; The Venable Foundation; Warner Music Group & Blavatnik 
Family Foundation Social Justice Fund, a sponsored project of Moore Impact; 
Wealthspire; Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP; West Harlem Development Corporation; one 
anonymous donor. Dance Theatre of Harlem is supported, in part, by public funds from 
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, by 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and 
the New York State Legislature, and the National Endowment for the Arts.

WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS HOST COMMITTEE

Washington Performing Arts salutes and thank our Host Committee Members 
and Ambassadors for their generous, early support for this partnership and the 
performances and educational events we have held this week.

Lead Support
Dallas Morse Coors Legacy Endowment at Washington Performing Arts
Host Committee
Dr. Gary Mather† and 

Ms. Christina Co Mather
Mr. Lamont Akins
Ms. Trista L. P. Colbert
Mr. Jeff Bauman and

Mrs. Linda Fienberg
Everett E. Hamilton, Jr.
Ms. Deidra Jackson
Mr. Jake Jones and

Ms. Veronica Nyhan Jones

Mrs. Dina Lassow
Dr. W. Stephen and Diane E. Piper
Ms. Denise Rollins
Ms. Fera Simone
Ami Scott and Lucius Outlaw III
Dr. Wesley Delaine Thomas & 

Dr. Eric Jones
Jessica and Alexander Yergin
Ms. Maggalean W. Weston
Anonymous

Host Committee Ambassadors
Ms. Sybongile Cook
Mr. André O. Lewis and Dr. Racquel Jemison
Ms. Cheryl C. McQueen
Njambi
Mr. Eric E. Richardson
Ms. LaMeka and Mr. Dorjan Short
Corporate and Foundation Sponsors
Events DC; Pepco, an Exelon company; The University of the District of Columbia 
Foundation.

Washington Performing Arts Season Sponsors
Washington Performing Arts's 60th Anniversary year is generously sponsored by 		
Dr. Gary Mather† and Ms. Christina Co Mather.

Special thanks to the following lead supporters of Washington Performing Arts’s 
missiondriven work: Jacqueline Badger Mars and Mars, Incorporated; D.C. Commission 
on the Arts and Humanities; the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs Program and 
the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts; The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation; and 
Events DC.

† deceased
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to this special presentation, which marks the return of Dance Theatre of Harlem 
to Washintgon, D.C., and the launch of the 61st Washington Performing Arts season. The 
arts thrive on partnership, and our most impactful programs are nourished by the trust 
and goodwill of those who take the big leaps with us to create something remarkable. This 
weekend's exclusive D.C. engagement by Washington Performing Arts and Dance Theatre of 
Harlem is the latest chapter in a 50-year history of collaboration first established in 1973. Our 
work emphasizes the transformative power of live performance to revitalize individuals and 
communities, inspire discovery, and forge meaningful connections among audiences.

Today's program opens with Return, and from the first beat you will feel the room shift. 
The music of James Brown and Aretha Franklin propel the dancers through a celebration 
that is as joyful as it is fierce, choreographed by DTH Artistic Director Robert Garland. 
From there, George Balachine’s Donizetti Variations resets the stage for something else: a 
study in precision and stamina, where classical technique is pushed to its most exacting 
and exhilarating. As the evening builds to its piece de resistance, Firebird, blazing sets and 
costumes conjure world of myth and transformation. Taken together, the three works trace 
the full range of what DTH does better than any other: honoring where ballet has been while 
insisting, unmistakably, on where it can go.

There is an additional point of resonance in our selection of The National Theatre as our venue 
for these performances: it was here, in 1935, that Todd Duncan—the eminent baritone, first 
interpreter of Gershwin's Porgy in Porgy and Bess, and the founding board chair of Washington 
Performing Arts—led a strike to desegregate audiences attending performances of Porgy and 
Bess. This history reminds us that excellence and inclusion are inseparable.

To make this extraordinary weekend possible, we extend our gratitude to the members of 
our Host Committee and sponsors for their generous support of these performances, and to 
the Kenan Institute for the Arts and the University of North Carolina School of the Arts for 
their leadership support in the remounting of Firebird. In remembering Dallas Morse Coors 
with this Legacy Performance this weekend, we also celebrate a visionary who understood 
that supporting the arts is supporting excellence, the human spirit, and connection. This 
presentation of Dance Theatre of Harlem is the third-annual Dallas Morse Coors Legacy 
Performance, made possible through the Dallas Morse Coors Legacy Endowment at 
Washington Performing Arts.

This weekend is about so much more than what happens on stage, but how we connect with 
the artists, our community, and one another. We are so glad to have you with us!

With gratitude,

 

JENNY BILFIELD 
President & CEO
Washington Performing Arts 

ANNA GLASS 
Executive Director
Dance Theatre of Harlem

ROBERT GARLAND 
Artistic Director
Dance Theatre of Harlem

WELCOME
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THE DALLAS MORSE COORS LEGACY ENDOWMENT 

A HISTORY OF ARTISTIC PATRONAGE &
A TRANSFORMATIONAL ENDOWMENT GIFT

Dallas Morse Coors embodied the spirit of quiet philanthropy that transforms cultural 
landscapes. For decades, Dallas Morse Coors—a former member of the Foreign 
Service and a Bank of America executive—set a noble standard for nurturing the arts 
in Washington, chief among them the work of Washington Performing Arts and the 
Washington National Opera.

His commitment to artistic excellence across genres was profound and personal. 
He delighted in international orchestras, celebrated vocalists, instrumentalists, and 
dance companies that graced Washington’s stages. Coors became a pivotal patron of 
Washington Performing Arts, developing a friendship with President Emeritus Doug 
Wheeler, and his interest and investment in our organization grew.

In Spring of 2025, after several decades of grantmaking throughout the capital region, 
the Dallas Morse Coors Foundation made a final endowment distribution to several 
organizations per Mr. Coors’s original wishes. Washington Performing Arts was 
among the beneficiaries, receiving a generous gift of $8.5 million. The Dallas Morse 
Coors Legacy Endowment will principally support premier Classical Music and Dance 
at Washington Performing Arts—including a named performance annually—as well as 
operational expenses, reinforcing and invigorating our mission and ensuring that Mr. 
Coors’s legacy of service to the performing arts is long remembered.

This endowment gift is a testament to his belief in the transformative power of art 
and ensures that future generations will experience outstanding performances. 
At Washington Performing Arts, we are energized and grateful for this visionary 
generosity. Coors’s life exemplifies how individual passion can create lasting 
cultural impact, connecting generations through the universal language of music. 
In remembering Dallas Morse Coors, we celebrate a visionary who understood that 
supporting the arts is supporting the human spirit and connection.

Performances designated as Dallas Morse Coors Legacy Performances have included 
recitals by Yefim Bronfman and Yo-Yo Ma, and Dance Theatre of Harlem.

Read more about this transformational gift by scanning the QR code.

To make a meaningful impact on the future of Washington Performing Arts, email
giving@WashingtonPerformingArts.org. 
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RETURN
World Premiere: September 21, 1999

Choreography: Robert Garland 
Music: James Brown, Alfred Ellis, Aretha Franklin, Carolyn Franklin 

Costume Design and Execution: Pamela Allen-Cummings 
Lighting: Roma Flowers 

SEPTEMBER 25 & 26  /  7:30 P.M 

“Mother Popcorn” 
Carly Greene 

Ariana Dickerson, Lindsey Donnell, Amber Harper, 
Alexandra Rene Jones, Delaney Washington 

Micah Bullard 
Derek Brockington, Julian Cottrell, Kouadio Davis, 

Andre McGregor II, Sean Miller 

"Baby, Baby, Baby" 
Lindsey Donnell, Derek Brockington 

Alexandra Rene Jones, Andre McGregor II, Delaney Washington, 
Kouadio Davis 

“I Got The Feelin’” 
Carly Greene, Julian Cottrell, Sean Miller

Amber Harper, Andre McGregor II, Ariana Dickerson 

“Call Me” 
Delaney Washington, Kuouadio Davis 

"Superbad" 
Micah Bullard 
The Company 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26  /  2:00 P.M. 

“Mother Popcorn” 
Lindsey Donnell 

Eunhye Darbouze, Ariana Dickerson, Alexandra Rene Jones, 
Michaela Martin-Mason, Kira Robinson 

David Wright 
Julian Cottrell, Andre McGregor II, Jhaelin McQuay, 

Sean Miller, Michael Shavelle 

"Baby, Baby, Baby" 
Ariana Dickerson, Jhaelin Mcquay

Michaela Martin-Mason, Andre McGregor II, Alexandra Rene Jones, 
Julian Cottrell 

This performance is 2 hours, including two 15-minute intermissions.

PROGRAM
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“I Got The Feelin’” 
Lindsey Donnell, Julian Cottrell, Sean Miller

Eunhye Darbouze, Andre McGregor II, Michaela Martin-Mason 

“Call Me” 
Alexandra Rene Jones, Julian Cottrell 

"Superbad" 
David Wright 
The Company 

Return was choreographed for Dance Theatre of Harlem's 30th anniversary. 
Choreographer Robert Garland calls the ballet's style "post-modern urban 

neoclassicism—an attempt to fuse an urban physical sensibility and a neoclassical 
one." Staged for 12 dancers to songs performed by James Brown and Aretha 

Franklin, Return is "... a witty fusion of ballet technique and street gait whose irony 
toward rhythm-and- blues had the audience in stitches." (The New York Times) 

"Mother Popcorn " and “Superbad” performed by James Brown 
"Baby, Baby, Baby" performed by Aretha Franklin 
By arrangement with Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 

“Call Me” performed by Aretha Franklin 
Courtesy of Pronto Music and Fourteenth Hour Music, Inc. 

"I Got the Feelin’" performed by James Brown 
By arrangement with Round Hill, Inc. 

Intermission 

DONIZETTI VARIATIONS 
World Premiere: November 16, 1960, City Center of Music and Drama, NY, NY 

Choreography: George Balanchine, ©The George Balanchine Trust 
Music: Gaetano Donizetti 

Costumes: Katy A. Freeman 
Lighting: Andrea Sala 

Staged for DTH by Kyra Nichols Gray 

SEPTEMBER 25 & 26  /  7:30 P.M. 

Kamala Saara, Kuouadio Davis 
Delaney Washington, Sean Miller, Hope Roberts, Alexandra Rene Jones, Julian 

Cottrell, Kira Robinson, Ariana Dickerson, 
Michael Shavelle, Michaela Martin-Mason 

SEPTEMBER 26  /  2:00 P.M.

Alexandra Hutchinson, Kuouadio Davis
Eunhye Darbouze, Sean Miller, Hope Roberts, Carly Greene, 

Jhaelin McQuay, Kira Robinson, Ariana Dickerson, Ethan Wilson, 
Michaela Martin-Mason 

The cheerful 26-minute Donizetti Variations sets a series of effervescent dances 
to music from the opera Don Sebastien, offering choice but technically challenging 

roles for two bravura dancers and three supporting trios. 
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This ballet (originally titled Variations from Don Sebastian) was created for "Salute 
to Italy," a 1960 New York City Ballet program celebrating the 100th anniversary of 

Italy’s unification. 
The performance of Donizetti Variations, a Balanchine® Ballet, is presented 

by arrangement with The George Balanchine Trust and has been produced in 
accordance with the Balanchine Style® and Balanchine Technique® Service 

standards established and provided by the Trust. 

Intermission 

FIREBIRD 
World Premiere: January 12, 1982

Dance Theatre of Harlem, City Center, New York, NY
Choreography: John Taras

Music: Igor Stravinsky (Firebird Suite, 1945) 
Original Costume & Scenic Design: Geoffrey Holder
Original Costume Execution: Grace Costumes, Inc.

Costume Recreation: Katy A. Freeman & Vernon Ross
Costume Execution for Firebird / Princess of Unreal Beauty: 

John Kristiansen New York Inc
Lighting Design: Clifton Taylor

Repetiteurs for Beautiful Maidens & Creatures of Evil: Naimah Kisoki, Iyun 
Harrison, and Misha Tchoupakov*

* Invited Guest with University of North Carolina School of the Arts

SEPTEMBER 25 & 26  /  7:30 P.M. 

"Young Man" 
Derek Brockington 

"Firebird" 
Alexandra Hutchinson 

"Beautiful Maidens" 
Noelle Anches, Cadance Barnes*, Ava Carlson*, Eunhye Darbouze,

Lindsey Donnell, Isabella Fisher*, Amber Harper, Sarah Kluthe*, Michaela Martin-
Mason, Ella McMurtrie*, Hope Roberts, Kira Robinson 

"Princess of Unreal Beauty" 
Kamala Saara 

"Creatures of Evil" 
Ethan Wilson, Michael Shavelle 

Caleb Burks, Cameron Caldwell*, Sergio Fernando-Lopez*, Brayden Hundt*, Nate 
Jennings*, Andre McGregor II, Sean Miller, Joshua Ponton, Jeremy Villas, David 
Wright, Avery Clear*, Brynn Copeland*, Lily Durand*, Violet Dubreuil*, Tannin 

Forsyth*, Skylar Saragusa*, Lydia Wyatt* 

"Prince of Evil" 
Jhaelin Mcquay 

"Apotheosis" 
The Ensemble
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SEPTEMBER 26  /  2:00 P.M. 

"Young Man" 
Micah Bullard 

"Firebird" 
Ariana Dickerson 

"Beautiful Maidens" 
Noelle Anches, Cadance Barnes*, Ava Carlson*

Eunhye Darbouze, Lindsey Donnell, Isabella Fisher*
Amber Harper, Sarah Kluthe*, Michaela Martin-Mason

Ella McMurtrie*, Hope Roberts, Kira Robinson 

"Princess of Unreal Beauty" 
Delaney Washington 

"Creatures of Evil" 
Ethan Wilson, Michael Shavelle 

Caleb Burks, Cameron Caldwell*, Sergio Fernando-Lopez*,
Brayden Hundt*, Nate Jennings*, Andre McGregor II, Jhaelin McQuay, Sean Miller, 
Joshua Ponton, Jeremy Villas, David Wright, Avery Clear*, Brynn Copeland*, Lily 

Durand*, Violet Dubreuil*, Tannin Forsyth*,
Skylar Saragusa*, Lydia Wyatt* 

"Prince of Evil" 
Jhaelin Mcquay 

"Apotheosis" 
The Ensemble

*University of North Carolina School of the Arts Student

Magic. Love. Liberation. 

In the legendary Firebird, the Russian folk tale about the triumph of love over evil is 
reimagined in a luscious Caribbean setting. John Taras’ choreography, paired with 
Stravinsky’s iconic score, comes to life through the inimitable Geoffrey Holder’s 
vibrant sets and costumes. 

This production, a DTH signature classic, was first created in 1982 and captivated 
audiences when it toured across the world. “… it does one thing other versions do 
not—send its audience into a whooping spell of delirium.” 

– The New York Times
Prepare to be enchanted. 

Visionary support for Firebird provided by Jody and John Arnhold and the Virginia 
Arts Festival, with major support from the Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts as 
part of a multi-year partnership between Dance Theatre of Harlem and University of 
North Carolina School of the Arts. 

Firebird was recreated courtesy of the Holder Estate under the supervision of Leo 
Holder, Clifton Taylor, Don Padgett and Paul Moore. 

Stravinsky's Firebird Ballet Suite was performed by the UNCSA Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Mark A. Norman, and released on UNCSA Media.
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The Firebird Suite (1945) by Igor Stravinsky used by arrangement with European 
American Music Distributors Company, U.S. and Canadian agent for Schott Music, 
publisher and copyright owner.

Firebird and Princess of Unreal Beauty costumes executed by John Kristiansen 
New York Inc.

Performer flying effects created by Vertigo ™ www.getvertigo.com 

Firebird is made possible in part by a multi-year partnership between Dance 
Theatre of Harlem and the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, with 
support from the Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts. This initiative unites three 
esteemed institutions to elevate educational and professional opportunities for 
UNCSA conservatory students to revitalize iconic works from the DTH canon as well 
as co-curate new works and creative projects. 

The University of North Carolina School of the Arts (UNCSA) is celebrating 60 
years as a top-ranked arts conservatory and America’s first state-supported arts 
school. The nation’s only public university with five arts disciplines on one campus, 
UNCSA prepares emerging artists for careers in dance, design and production, 
drama, filmmaking, and music at the undergraduate through post-graduate 
levels, as well as through a specialized high school with free tuition for in-state 
residents. UNCSA provides industry-leading instruction in an inclusive environment 
where students are encouraged to leverage the arts as a mechanism for change. 
Interdisciplinary opportunities arising from the unique arts ecosystem on campus 
at UNCSA prepare artists to enter an evolving global arts and entertainment 
industry. Established by the N.C. General Assembly in 1963, the School of the Arts 
opened in Winston-Salem (“The City of Arts and Innovation”) in 1965 and became 
part of the University of North Carolina System when it was formed in 1972. For 
more information, visit www.uncsa.edu/KenanArts. 

Brian Cole, Chancellor 
Endalyn T. Outlaw, School of Dance, Dean 
Saxton Rose, School of Music, Dean 

Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts (Kenan Arts) - Artists change the way we 
see the world. At the Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts, we make space for that 
change to happen. From our home at the University of North Carolina School of the 
Arts, we support artists, spark collaboration, and connect creative communities 
across the Southeast and beyond. For more than three decades, Kenan Arts has 
backed bold ideas, nurtured partnerships, and helped the arts thrive in times of 
challenge and transformation. By expanding pathways to creativity for artists, 
students, and communities, we continue that work with a clear vision for a world 
where artists are valued and creativity is a driving force for change. For more 
information, visit www.uncsa.edu/KenanArts.

Kevin Bitterman, Executive Director 
Liza Vest, Associate Director 
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In this legendary tale, a prince wanders into an enchanted forest 
where he encounters the radiant Firebird, a mystical creature with 
shimmering plumage. Though he captures her, the prince 
releases the Firebird when she begs for her freedom. Grateful, 
she offers him a magical feather, promising to return if ever 	
he calls.

Soon after, the prince discovers a Princess (the Princess of Unreal 
Beauty) and a group of hand maidens held captive by an evil 
wizard. He falls in love with one, but the wizard and his monstrous 
followers attack. Facing certain doom, the prince summons the 
Firebird with her feather. She returns in a blaze of color, casting a 
spell that forces the wizard and his creatures into a frenzied, 
otherworldly dance. Guided by the Firebird, the prince learns the 
secret of the wizard’s power and destroys it, breaking the spell 
and freeing the princesses. The ballet concludes with a sweeping 
vision of renewal, love, and triumph.

Dance Theatre of Harlem first brought Firebird to life in 1982 with 
choreography by John Taras, set to Igor Stravinsky’s iconic score. 
Geoffrey Holder’s dazzling costumes and sets reimagined the 
Russian folktale in a lush Caribbean dreamscape, infusing the 
classic with vibrant color, rhythm, and spirit. Today, Firebird 
stands as one of the company’s most beloved signature works—a 
fusion of myth and magic that embodies Dance Theatre of 
Harlem’s bold artistry and cultural vision.

ABOUT FIREBIRD
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DEREK BROCKINGTON 

Born: Chicago, IL, and raised 
in Holland, MI. Training: The 
Dance Asylum, Grand Rapids 
Ballet School, Interlochen Arts 
Academy, Ballet West, and 
Pennsylvania Ballet Summer 
Intensives. Professional Experience: 
Dance Theatre of Harlem (ninth 
season), Cincinnati Ballet, Grand 
Rapids Ballet, and guest artist 
with Houston Ballet. Repertoire 
includes works by George 
Balanchine, William Forsythe, 
Robert Garland, Claudia Schreier, 
Stanton Welch, Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa, Darrell Grand Moultrie, 
and Jodie Gates. Choreography 
includes works created for Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, Columbia 
Ballet Collaborative, and New 
Jersey Festival Orchestra at Soho 
House New York. Additional Work: 
Recognized by Crain’s New York 
Business as one of its 20 in Their 
20s for his contributions to Dance 
Theatre of Harlem’s digital media 
presence.

MICAH BULLARD 

Born: Houston, TX. Training: The 
Dance Center of Baytown, University 
of Oklahoma School of Dance (BFA 
2019), Jacob’s Pillow Contemporary 
Ballet Program, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem Summer Intensive, Texas 
Ballet Theater Summer Intensive. 

Professional Experience: Oklahoma 
City Ballet and Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (sixth season). Repertoire 
includes works by: Robert Garland, 
George Balanchine, William 
Forsythe, Geoffrey Holder, Helen 
Pickett, Nacho Duato, Annabelle 
Lopez Ochoa, Alejandro Cerrudo, 
Merce Cunningham, Jodie Gates, 
Amy Hall Garner, Trey McIntyre, 
Colin Connor, Stanton Welch, 
Claudia Schreier, and Tiffany Rea-
Fisher.

JULIAN COTTRELL 

Born: Fort Worth, TX. Training: 
The University of Oklahoma School 
of Dance, Fort Worth Academy 
of Fine Arts, Margo Dean School 
of Ballet, Texas Ballet Theater 
School. Professional Experience: 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet, Colorado 
Springs Philharmonic, Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (third season). 
Repertoire: Works by George 
Balanchine, Robert Garland, Jodie 
Gates, John Taras, Jiří Kylián, 
William Forsythe, Penny Saunders, 
Yury Yanowsky, Robin Mineko 
Williams, and Ryan Nye. Education: 
Graduated Magna Cum Laude, 
Pre-Veterinary track, University of 
Oklahoma’s Weitzenhoffer School 
of Dance, Bachelor of Arts in Ballet 
Performance. Recipient of the OU 
School of Dance Ovation Award, 

MEET THE ARTISTS
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and the Corp de Ballet International 
Basil Thompson Memorial 
Scholarship.

KOUADIO DAVIS 

Born: Oneonta, NY. Training: 
Holbrook-Wade School of Dance, 
Fokine Ballet, New York State 
Summer School of the Arts with 
Daniel Ulbricht, New York City 
Ballet, Carolyn Adams, Alvin Ailey, 
Nutmeg Ballet, Charlotte Ballet, 
Alonzo King Lines, French Academie 
of Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, 
and Springboard Danse Montreal. 
A 2019 graduate of Ellison Ballet. 
Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (eighth season). 
Awards: Youth America Grand Prix 
in 2017 and 2018, where he and his 
partner won second and then first 
place in the contemporary Pas de 
Deux category.

ARIANA DICKERSON 

Born: Pensacola, FL, raised in 
Dayton, OH. Training: Interlochen 
Arts Academy, and summer 
intensives with Alonzo King 
Lines, Boston Ballet, Indianapolis 
Ballet, and Cincinnati Ballet. 
Education: Indiana University 
Bloomington Jacobs School of 
Music, Bachelor of Science in 
Ballet and Media Advertising. 
Professional experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (fourth season). 
Repertoire includes works by 
Robert Garland, Jodie Gates, John 
Taras, William Forsythe, Justin 
Peck, Dwight Rhoden, Ulysses 
Dove, Pytor Ilych Tchaikovsky, and 

George Balanchine. Ariana is the 
recipient of the IU Premier Young 
Artist Award, the Brown Girls Do 
Ballet Scholarship for Change, 
Interlochen Young Artist Award, and 
the Interlochen Arts Academy Fine 
Arts Award.

LINDSEY DONNELL 

Born: Midland, TX. Training: La 
Petite Dance Studio, Midland 
Festival Ballet under Susan Clark. 
Education: cum laude graduate of 
Butler University, degrees in Dance-
Arts Administration and Journalism. 
Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (15th season), 
Guest Artist with Houston Ballet, 
Nashville Ballet (trainee). Repertoire 
includes works by George 
Balanchine, Nacho Duato, William 
Forsythe, Ulysses Dove, Annabelle 
Lopez-Ochoa, Geoffrey Holder, 
Donald Byrd, Dianne McIntyre, 
and Robert Garland. Awards and 
Honors: featured artist at opening 
of One World, Trade Center, TEDx 
Broadway 2016, performer at 
Kennedy Center Honors 2016 and 
2022, and White House performance 
for Michelle Obama.

CARLY GREENE 

Born: Flower Mound, TX. Training: 
The Ballet Conservatory, The 
Ailey School, Jacob’s Pillow 
Contemporary Dance Ensemble, 
Summer Intensives with Houston 
Ballet, The School of American 
Ballet, Boston Ballet, and Colorado 
Ballet. Education: Magna Cum 
Laude graduate of Fordham 
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University, Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Dance and Bachelor of Arts in 
Digital Technology and Emerging 
Media. Professional Experience: 
Dance Theatre of Harlem (fourth 
season). Repertoire: George 
Balanchine’s Donizetti Variations, 
Allegro Brillante, and Pas de Dix; 
Robert Garland’s New Bach, Return, 
The Cookout, Higher Ground, Tumbao, 
Hailstork, and Nyman String Quartet 
No. II; William Forsythe’s Blake 
Works IV (The Barre Project); John 
Taras’s Firebird. Carly is a two-time 
YAGP New York Semi-Finalist and 
was a recipient of the Dance Council 
of North Texas Scholarship and the 
Alvin Ailey Artistic Scholarship.

AMBER HARPER 

Born: Cincinnati, OH. Training: 
Cincinnati Ballet. Professional 
experience: Cincinnati Ballet Second 
Company, Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(second season). Repertoire: George 
Balanchine’s Jewels, Gerald Arpino’s 
Confetti, George Balanchine's Valse 
Fantasie, Devon Carney’s Giselle, 
George Balanchine's Raymonda, 
Anna-Marie Holmes's Don Quixote.

ALEXANDRA HUTCHINSON 

Born: Wilmington, DE. Training: 
The Washington School of Ballet, 
Wilmington Academy of Dance; 
Summer Intensives with Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater, Alonzo 
King Lines Ballet, Carolina Ballet, 
Ballet Chicago, and Nashville 
Ballet. In 2015, she accompanied 
teacher and mentor Violette Verdy 
to Paris to train and perform. 

Education: Bachelor of Science in 
Ballet, Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music. Professional 
Experience: Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (ninth season), Nashville 
Ballet 2. Repertoire includes works 
by George Balanchine, William 
Forsythe, John Taras, Robert 
Garland, Arthur Mitchell, Stanton 
Welch, Pam Tanowitz, Helen Pickett, 
Jodie Gates, Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa, Darrell Grand Moultrie, 
Nacho Duato, and Septime Webre. 
Featured role in Gustave le Gray No. 
1 by Pam Tanowitz with New York 
City Ballet, 2022. She is the first 
African-American guest artist with 
New York City Ballet to perform the 
principal role of Dew Drop in George 
Balanchine’s The Nutcracker. Artist 
captured in Movement at Still Point 
by Mark Mann. Awards and Honors: 
Recipient of the Pierians Foundation 
Incorporated 2018 Emerging Young 
Artist Award. Named the Virginia 
Johnson Scholar at TWSB three 
consecutive years. Appointed to the 
Board of Directors of Ballet and 
Books.

ALEXANDRA RENE JONES 

Born: Indianapolis, IN. Training: 
Jordan Academy of Dance at Butler 
University; Indianapolis School of 
Ballet; Summer Intensives with 
Joffrey Ballet, Pacific Northwest 
Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, 
American Ballet Theatre & 
Philadelphia Ballet. Education: 
Indiana University Jacobs School 
of Music (B.S. in Ballet with an 
Outside Field in Kinesiology, Minor 
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in Psychology, and EMT Certification 
through the National Registry). 
Professional Experience: Guest 
Artist with Indianapolis Ballet and 
Dance Kaleidoscope; Ballet Rhode 
Island (2021-2023); Rhode Island 
Women’s Choreography Project; 
Revolve Dance Project; Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (fourth season). 
Repertoire: George Balanchine’s 
Valse-Fantaisie, Walpurgisnacht, 
Concerto Barocco, Allegro Brillante, 
Donizetti Variations, Pas de Dix; 
Christopher Wheeldon’s Carousel: 
A Dance; Antony Tudor’s Dark 
Elegies; Jerome Robbins’ The 
Concert; Robert Garland’s Return, 
New Bach, The Cookout*, Higher 
Ground, Nyman String Quartet No. II; 
William Forsythe’s Blake Works IV 
(The Barre Project), The Vertiginous 
Thrill of Exactitude; Jodie Gates’ 
The Passage of Being*; John Taras’ 
Firebird. (*Originated Role) . Awards 
& Honors: Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music Premier Young 
Talent Scholarship, Music Faculty 
Award, and Carmack OEM Music 
Scholarship; Featured in the book 
People of Indiana University.

MICHAELA MARTIN-MASON 

Born: Philadelphia, PA. Training: 
Indiana University Jacobs School of 
Music; Bachelor of Science in Ballet 
with an Outside Field in Kinesiology. 
Scholarship recipient for Walnut 
Hill School for the Arts (Boston 
Ballet Pre-Professional Division), 
and Alvin Ailey Junior Division. 
Summer Intensives: Charlotte 
Ballet, Kansas City Ballet, Alvin 

Ailey, NYSSSA Ballet. Professional 
Experience: Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (third season). Repertoire: 
George Balanchine’s Allegro 
Brillante, Donizetti Variations, and 
Serenade; Justin Peck’s Heatscape; 
Michael Vernon’s The Nutcracker; 
Robert Garland’s Return, Nyman 
String Quartet No.II, and New Bach. 
Awards & Honors: Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music Premier 
Young Talent Scholarship, John P. 
Garrahan Leadership in Diversity 
Award, Global Citizens Award at St. 
Marks Institute, A Better Chance 
Alumni.

JHAELIN MCQUAY 

Born: Los Angeles, CA. Training: 
Debbie Allen Dance Academy, The 
Rock School of Ballet, San Francisco 
Ballet, Ballet West, Bolshoi School. 
Professional Experience: Ballet 
West, Cincinnati Ballet, The Oscars, 
Mariah Carey, Debbie Allen, guest 
artist and master teacher for the 
DAP Festival, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (second season). Repertoire: 
Works by Robert Garland, William 
Forsythe, Val Caniparoli, George 
Balanchine, Alexander Ekman, 
Juri Kylián, Jodie Gates, Don 
Quixote, Giselle, Valse Fantasy, 
Walpurgisnacht, Cinderella, Fredrick 
Ashton, Twyla Tharp, Ohad Naharin, 
La Fille Mal Garde, Anabelle Lopez 
Ochoa, Petit Mort, Blake Works II, 
Jewels, Cacti, Minus 16, Alejandro 
Cerrudo.
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ANDRE MCGREGOR II 

Born: Savannah, GA. Training: 
Grainger Academy of the Joffrey 
Ballet, Kelly & Company Studios. 
Professional Experience: Ballet 
West II, Charlotte Ballet II, Joffrey 
Ballet, Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(first season). Repertory: Gerald 
Arpino's Kettentanz and Viva Vivaldi, 
Frederick Ashton's Cinderella and 
Jazz Calendar, Yuri Possokhov's Don 
Quixote, John Neumier's The Little 
Mermaid, Val Caniparoli's Jekyll & 
Hyde, Alejandro Cerrudo's Wings, 
Pamela Robinson's Aladdin and 
Beauty & the Beast, The Nutcracker 
by Christopher Wheeldon, Willem 
Christensen, and Jean-Pierre 
Bonnefoux. Awards & Honors: 1st 
place in Classical and Contemporary 
in 2021 YAGP Boston Semifinals.

SEAN MILLER 

Born: Atlanta, GA. Training: Paris 
Opera Ballet School, CNSMD of 
Paris, Sarasota Cuban ballet school. 
Professional Experience: Miami City 
Ballet 2021-2025, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (second season). Repertoire: 
Works by George Balanchine, 
William Forsythe, Ratmansky, 
Jerome Robbins, John Cranko, 
Annabelle Lopez-Ochoa, Jamar 
Roberts, Claudia Schreier, Durante 
Verzola, Petipa, Bournonville, Saint-
Leon. Awards and honors: YAGP 
Toronto Grand Prix Award 2020, 
YAGP 2021 Finals top 12, YAGP 2021 
International Finals second place 
pas de deux.

KIRA ROBINSON 

Born: Atlanta, GA. Training: Atlanta 
Ballet Centre for Dance Education; 
University of Oklahoma (BFA in 
Ballet Performance, magna cum 
laude, 2024); Summer Intensives: 
Alonzo King LINES Ballet, Atlanta 
Ballet, Boston Ballet, Charlotte 
Ballet, and Kansas City Ballet. 
Professional Experience: Oklahoma 
City Ballet II, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (third season). Repertoire: 
Works by Jiří Kylián, William 
Forstythe, Jerome Robbins, Ryan 
Nye, Yury Yanowsky, George 
Balanchine, Septime Webre, Bruce 
Wells, Yuri Possokhov, and Robert 
Garland. Education: Awards & 
Honors: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Incorporated Fruit of the Spirit 
Award. Recipient of the OU School of 
Dance four-year Merit scholarship, 
Outstanding Senior award, and the 
Juli Busken Dance Scholarship 
award.

KAMALA SAARA 

Born: Los Angeles, CA. Training: 
Yuri Grigoriev School of Ballet, 
School of American Ballet. 
Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (sixth season). 
Kamala is a recipient of the Grow 
Annenberg Fellowship and a full 
scholarship for the School of 
American Ballet. She received 1st 
place Award for Training and the 
Performance Scholarship at the 
2018 Bolshoi Ballet Academy and 
placed 2nd in the Classical category 
at the 2016 Youth American Grand 
Prix Paris, France.
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MICHAEL SHAVELLE 

Born: Los Angeles, CA. Training: 
Up Studio under the direction of 
Alicia Head, the Colburn School 
under the direction of Silas Farley, 
Dance Theatre of Harlem School, 
Barnard College Dance Department. 
Professional experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (second 
season). Repertoire: George 
Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, Merce 
Cunningham, Silas Farley, Antonio 
Carmena, Houston Thomas, Durante 
Verzola, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, 
Da’Von Doane, Emily Kikta.

DELANEY WASHINGTON 

Born: Redwood City, CA. Training: 
Lise la Cour's LaCademy, Fordham 
University/The Ailey School. 
Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (sixth season). 
Repertoire: Works by George 
Balanchine, William Forsythe, 
Nacho Duato, Robert Garland, 
Annabelle Lopez-Ochoa, Robert 
Bondara, & Arthur Mitchell. Ms. 
Washington was in the music 
video “Witchy” by Kaytranada with 
Childish Gambino and the Amazon 
Prime series Étoile. She is the 
recipient of the Alvin Ailey Artistic 
Scholarship.

ETHAN WILSON 

Born: Houston, TX. Training: 
Chamberlain School of Ballet, 
Booker T Washington HSPVA , Miami 
City Ballet School, Jacob's Pillow 
Summer Program. Professional 
experience: Guest Artist, 

Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (second season). 
Repertoire includes works by Robert 
Garland, Jodie Gates, Durante 
Verzola, Alexei Ratmansky, and 
Margarita Armas.

DAVID WRIGHT 

Born: Louisiana. Training: Infiniti 
Performing Arts Center, Indiana 
Ballet Conservatory, Orlando Ballet 
School. Professional Experience: 
Orlando Ballet, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (sixth season). Repertoire 
includes work by Robert Garland, 
George Balanchine, William 
Forsythe, Claudia Schreier, Geoffrey 
Holder, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, 
Helen Pickett, Tiffany Rea-Fisher, 
Nacho Duato, Jodie Gates, Stanton 
Welch, Victoria Morgan, and Jessica 
Lang. Awards & honors: David was a 
finalist at Beijing International Ballet 
and Choreography Competition 2019.

THE DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM 
GUEST ARTISTS

NOELLE ANCHES 

Born: Seattle, WA. Training: Pacific 
Northwest Ballet School, Joffrey 
Ballet Trainee Program, NY.  
Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, (first season, 
guest artist). Repertoire: Swan Lake, 
Birthday Variations, and George 
Balanchine’s Nutcracker.

CALEB BURKE 

Born: Southfield, MI. Training: The 
Zone Dance Center, Eisenhower 
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Dance Detroit, and Peggy Wright. 
Education: Currently pursuing 
a Dance BFA at The Juilliard 
School. Professional experience: 
Dance Theatre of Harlem (first 
season Guest Artist), Shades 
Dance Theatre, Complexions 
Contemporary Ballet(apprentice). 
Repertoire: Love Rocks by Dwight 
Rhoden, "Red Man" in Martha 
Graham's Diversion of Angels, DUO 
by William Forsythe, and works 
choreographed by Jamar Roberts, 
Jenn Freeman, Rennie Harris, 
Lauren Lovette.

EUNHYE DARBOUZE 

Born: Brooklyn, NY. Training: School 
of American Ballet. Professional 
experience: Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (second season guest 
artist). Repertory includes George 
Balanchine's Serenade, Coppelia, 
Raymonda Variations, Concerto 
Barocco. Awards and honors: 
The American Dance Initiative 
Scholarship to attend The School of 
American Ballet. The Carolyn Lewis 
Wright Scholarship by The School of 
American Ballet, and Grant of Merit 
from the Arthur Mitchell Foundation.

HOPE ROBERTS 

Born: Pittsburgh, PA. Training: Abby 
Lee Dance Company, Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, Central Pennsylvania 
Youth Ballet, Richmond Ballet 
Trainee. Summer Intensives: Joffrey 
Ballet, ABT, Central Pennsylvania 
Youth Ballet, Richmond Ballet. 
Professional experience: Conflux 
Dance Theater, Charlotte Ballet, 

Dance Theatre of Harlem (second 
season guest artist). Repertoire: 
Works by George Balanchine, Robert 
Garland, Keith Lee, Shannon Alvis, 
Stoner Winslet and Edward Stierle. 
Awards & Honors: 2018 Changing 
lives through Dance Full scholarship 
granted by Marcia Dale Weary.

JEREMY T. VILLAS 

Born: New York, NY. Training: 
The Professional Performing 
Arts School, The Ailey School, 
MOVE|NYC| Young Professionals 
Program, The Juilliard School. 
Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (first season 
guest artist) Staatsballett Hannover, 
Sharon Eyal's R.O.S.E at the Park 
Avenue Armory, Kinky Boots on 
Broadway, Nickelodeon's Black 
History Month Campaign Honoring 
Misty Copeland, Macy's Back to 
School Dance Commercial, Sesame 
Street. Repertoire:  Duo (Extended) 
by William Forsythe, R.O.S.E by 
Sharon Eyal, Studies on a Farewell by 
Kyle Abraham, In Creases by Justin 
Peck, I'm Afraid to Forget Your Smile 
by Imre & Marne VanOpstal, Falling 
Empire by Johannes Wieland, Swan 
Lake by Goyo Montero, and works 
by Ethan Colangelo, Aszure Barton, 
Caili Quan, Micaela Taylor, Sidra 
Bell, Amos Ben-Tal, Yin Yue. Awards 
and honors: 2021 YoungArts Finalist 
(Modern/Contemporary), 2024 Lorna 
Strassler Student Excellence Award.
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JOSHUA PONTON 

Born: Berkeley, CA. Training: 
Oakland School for the Arts, 
Contemporary Undergraduate 
Program at UNCSA. Professional 
experience: Dance Theatre of 
Harlem, (first season) Vitacca 
Ballet (three seasons). Repertoire: 
Includes works by Garret Smith, 
Autumn Eckman, Alana Jones, 
Robyn Mineko, Micaela Taylor, 
Cherie Barton, Hélène Simoneau, 
Robert Battle, Martha Graham, 
& José Limón. Awards & honors: 
Pointe Magazine - 12 Standout 
Performances of 2023, Vitacca 
Ballet, Hypnotic Forces by Garrett 
Smith.

MADISON WILSON

Born: Michigan. Training: Grand 
Rapids Ballet, Berrends Dance 
Center.   Education: B.F.A University 
of North Carolina School of the Arts. 
Professional experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (first season 
Guest Artist). Repertoire: Concerto 
Barocco by George Balanchine, 
Ben Stevenson's Sleeping Beauty, 
Shostakovich Suite by Endalyn T. 
Outlaw, Gardens That We Watered for 
Us by Sidra Bell, Ilya Kozadayev's 
The Nutcracker.
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ABOUT DANCE THEATRE
OF HARLEM

"What does dance give you? The freedom to be who you are and do 
what you want to do."               

Arthur Mitchell - Co-Founder, Dance Theatre of Harlem

Dance Theatre of Harlem is a leading dance institution of 
unparalleled global acclaim, encompassing a world-class company, 
a professional studio school, a leading arts education program—
Dancing Through Barriers®, and community engagement activities.  

Each component of Dance Theatre of Harlem carries a deep 
commitment towards enriching the lives of young people and adults 
around the world through the arts. Founded in 1969 by Arthur 
Mitchell and Karel Shook, Dance Theatre of Harlem was considered 
“one of ballet’s most exciting undertakings” (The New York Times, 
1971). Shortly after the assassination of The Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mitchell was inspired to start a school that would 
offer children—especially those in Harlem, the community in which 
he was born—the opportunity to learn about dance and the allied 
arts. Now in its sixth decade, Dance Theatre of Harlem has grown 
into a multicultural dance institution with an extraordinary legacy 
of providing opportunities for creative expression and artistic 
excellence that continues to set standards in the performing arts.  
For more information about Dance Theatre of Harlem, please visit 
www.dancetheatreofharlem.org. Follow Dance Theatre of Harlem on 
Instagram and Facebook: @DanceTheatreOfHarlem; and YouTube: 
Dance Theatre of Harlem.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIALS

EXPLORE PERFORMANCES AND MORE AT 

DanceTheatreOfHarlem.org

    
DanceTheatreOfHarlem



22 WashingtonPerformingArts.org

Groups of 10 or more: groupsales@broadwayatthenational.com

Facebook: @BroadwayAtTheNational Instagram and TikTok: @BroadwayNatDC
BroadwayAtTheNational

Located on Pennsylvania Avenue, The National Theatre opened in 1835 and is the nation’s oldest 
venue still presenting touring Broadway. Nederlander manages and programs the theatre, including 
the Broadway at The National series. The name “Nederlander” has been synonymous with great 
entertainment since 1912. Led by James L. Nederlander, President, Nederlander continues the 
tradition of operating historic theatres, as well as producing and presenting the best in theatrical 

entertainment and concert events. To learn more, please visit Nederlander.com.

James L. Nederlander 
President & Chief  
Executive Officer 

Nick Scandalios 
Chief Operating  
Officer

Jack Meyer 
Vice President, Programming

Backstage and Front of the House Employees 
are represented by the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees (or I.A.T.S.E.).

LESLI MARGHERITA 

Senior Vice President ................ Suzanne Bizer
Vice President ..................... Deborah Barrigan
Senior Director of Marketing & 
Audience Services .......................... Ryan Baker
Director of Production ................... John Ward
Director of Season Tickets ............ Lesli Bandy
Senior Manager of 
Marketing & Sales .......Stephanie Deutcbman
Operations Manager .................Liz Colandene
Marketing Manager .................. Abby Berman
Season Ticket Manager .......... Michelle Fowler
Marketing Associate &
President's Club Coordinator...Caroline Jessup
Group Sales Associates ............. Nardia Boodoo,  

Katie Rowe
BVD Awards Administrator  
and Operations Associate .............  Daria Butler 
Operations Associate .....................Erin Taylor
Audience Services Assistant ........ Katie Stabile
Marketing Operations
Assistant............................Sarine Christianian

Senior Staff Accountant .......................Jill Hilty
Staff Accountant ....................... Lisa Matthews
Digital Advertising ......................SINE Digital/

Scott Lupi, Darby Lunceford,
Nathan Godshell, Devyn Young,

Alice Reynolds, Gaby Castilla-Schimdt
Graphic Design ................Barbie Butterworth,

Freeman the Artist
Stephanie Millner, Gloria Roh

House Managers ........................... Karin Long,
Darlene Brown

Box Office Treasurers ................. Adria Gunter,
Cory Kirk, Jerry Wiser

Head Electrician .......................John Daley, Jr.
Head Carpenter .......................Brendan Collie
Head Flyman ...................................Joe Corbin
Head Audio ...........................David Berkowitz
Head of Properties .................. Philip Goshorn
Assistant Department Head .....Curren Bennett
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LIFE  

WITHOUT 
BALLET 

WOULD BE 
POINTELESS!

DONATE TODAY
to help Dance Theatre of Harlem continue its 
legacy of access, excellence, and opportunity for 
this generation of dancers and the next.  

Photo: Company Artist Alexandra Rene Jones by Steve Pisano.

DTH Donate Now 4.75x7.625.indd   1DTH Donate Now 4.75x7.625.indd   1 9/14/26   11:20 AM9/14/26   11:20 AM
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ARTHUR MITCHELL, CO-FOUNDER 

Arthur Mitchell is known around the world for 
creating and sustaining Dance Theatre of Harlem, 
the internationally acclaimed ballet company he 
co-founded with Karel Shook in 1969. Following a 
brilliant career as a principal artist with the New 
York City Ballet Mitchell dedicated his life to 
changing perceptions and advancing the art form 
of ballet through the first permanently established 
African American and racially diverse ballet company.

Born in New York City in 1934, Mitchell began his 
dance training at New York City's High School of the Performing Arts where 
he won the coveted annual dance award and subsequently a full scholarship 
to the School of American Ballet. In 1955, he became the first male African-
American to become a permanent member of a major ballet company 
when he joined New York City Ballet. Mitchell rose quickly to the rank of 
Principal Dancer during his 15-year career with New York City Ballet and 
electrified audiences with his performances in a broad spectrum of roles. 
Upon learning of the death of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and with 
financial assistance from Mrs. Alva B. Gimbel, The Ford Foundation, and his 
own savings, Mitchell founded Dance Theatre of Harlem with his mentor and 
ballet instructor Karel Shook.

With an illustrious career that spanned over 50 years, Mitchell was the 
recipient of the Kennedy Center Honors a National Medal of the Arts a 
MacArthur Foundation Fellowship the New York Living Landmark Award 	
the Handel Medallion the NAACP Image Award and more than a dozen 	
honorary degrees.

Photo of Arthur Mitchell courtesy 
of Dance Theatre of Harlem.

DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM 
LEADERSHIP
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KAREL SHOOK, CO-FOUNDER 

Karel Shook played a key role as teacher and 
mentor to African-American dance artists in New 
York in the 1950s. In addition to cofounding Dance 
Theatre of Harlem with Arthur Mitchell in 1969, 
Shook also was a ballet master choreographer 
and author. Born in 1920, Shook was a native of 
Renton, Washington. Encouraged to study ballet 
at age 13, he was a protégé of Nellie Cornish and 
received a scholarship to the Cornish School of 
Allied Arts in Seattle. While his performance 

career was brief, Shook appeared on Broadway and danced with the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and New York City Ballet. Shook’s brief 
performance career led to teaching and choreographing mainly in Europe 
but also in New York. In the early 50s, Shook opened Studio Arts, one of 
the few dance studios in the city where African-Americans could study 
ballet. Among his students were Carmen de Lavallade, Pearl Primus, 
Geoffrey Holder, Louis Johnson, Alvin Ailey, and Arthur Mitchell, who first 
came to him at age 17. Shook left New York in 1959 to become the ballet 
master of the Dutch National Ballet where he was when his former student 
Arthur Mitchell asked him to return to New York to help create the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem. Shook was an advocate of the universality of classical 
ballet. His book Elements of Classical Ballet explores the development of 
classical ballet in such countries across the globe as China, Turkey, Iran, 
Japan, Cuba, and Mexico. In 1980, Shook was awarded the United States 
Presidential Award for Excellence and Dedication in Education.

ROBERT GARLAND, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

Robert Garland was appointed Artistic Director 
of Dance Theatre of Harlem in 2023, following 
a distinguished career as a principal dancer, 
Resident Choreographer, and Director of the 
DTH School. A member of the company from 
1985 to 1998, Garland was invited by founder 
Arthur Mitchell to choreograph for the main 
company after creating a work for the DTH 
School Ensemble—an invitation that led to his 

Photo of Karel Shook courtesy of 
Dance Theatre of Harlem.

Photo of Robert Garland by
Nir Arieli.
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appointment as the organization’s first Resident Choreographer.

His choreographic works for DTH include Higher Ground, New Bach, Return, 
Nyman String Quartet No. 2, and The Cookout, among others. These ballets 
reflect his signature postmodern-urban-neo-classical style, blending 
classical technique with contemporary cultural influences.

Garland has also created works for New York City Ballet, The Royal Ballet 
(UK), Oakland Ballet, and numerous other companies. His commercial 
credits span music videos, television, and film, including Sesame Street, 	
a Nike campaign featuring Derek Jeter, the NAACP Image Awards, a short 
film for designer Donna Karan, and the “Charmin Cha-Cha” for 		
Procter & Gamble.

He holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from The Juilliard School.

ANNA GLASS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Anna Glass has been involved in the performing 
arts as both an artist and arts administrator 
for over 25 years. She currently serves as the 
Executive Director of the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem, recently named an “American Cultural 
Treasure” by the Ford Foundation and recent 
recipient of $18.5 million combined gifts from 
the Mellon Foundation, Ford Foundation, and 
MacKenzie Scott and Dan Jewett—the largest 
gift amounts in DTH’s history. Together with 

Artistic Director Virginia Johnson, Glass co-launched a collaborative 
initiative addressing racial inequity in ballet—The Equity Project. In May 2013, 
Glass began her own endeavor dedicated to preserving and documenting 
the legacies of prominent Black artists and cultural institutions, and 
reinterpreting those legacies onto multiple platforms, including live 
performance. She recently produced Carmen de Lavallade’s newest solo 
show Carmen de Lavallade: Life of a Legend for Jazz at Lincoln Center and 
prior to that As I Remember It—an intimate portrait of this legendary artist, 
which toured across the country.

Glass has also served a consultant providing strategic planning and 
fundraising guidance to various non-profit arts organizations across 
the country and has served as an advisor for the DeVos Institute of Arts 

Photo of Anna Glass by Nir Arieli.
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Management supporting New York City non-profits. Glass currently 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Association of Performing 
Arts Professionals and the International African American Museum in 
Charleston, SC. Glass received her undergraduate degree from Oberlin 
College and her JD from the University of Dayton School of Law. She is a 
licensed attorney in the State of New York. Glass lives in Harlem with her 
husband and daughter.

JUAN CARLOS PEÑUELA, 
REHEARSAL DIRECTOR 

A native of Cali, Colombia, Juan Carlos Peñuela 
began dancing at the age of 12 with Incolballet, 
a ballet-centered secondary school. After 
graduation, Peñuela was invited by Artistic 
Director Gloria Castro to join Ballet de Cali 
Colombia's National Company as a soloist where 
he performed in a variety of leading roles in 
contemporary works as well as classical pieces. 
Peñuela has danced with Ballet Arizona, Dance 

Theatre of Harlem, Pennsylvania Ballet, Maximum Dance, Ballet Gamonet, 
Chamber Dance Project, and Ballet NY.

Peñuela has served as guest Ballet Master and Repetiteur with Compania 
Colombiana de Ballet, Incolballet in Colombia, Chamber Dance Project, 
Lexington Ballet, The Ajkun Ballet Theatre in New York City, Alvin Ailey’s 
American Dance Theatre, Ena Ballet Company in Japan, and Earl Mosley's 
Institute of the Arts International Summer Intensive in Kent, CT. In 2011 
he was invited to Malaysia where he taught at their international festival, 
restaged Don Quixote, and coached artists from all over the world for their 
International Gala of the Stars.

From 2014 to 2018, Peñuela held the position of Ballet Master with Ballet 
Hispanico in New York City as well Senior Ballet Teacher for their School 
of Dance. He has served as a faculty member at Joffrey Ballet School, 
Marymount Manhattan Collage Ballet, Academy East in New York City, Alvin 
Ailey, and as a guest teacher at The Juilliard School and Dance Theatre of 
Harlem’s professional company.

Peñuela holds a Romana’s Pilates certification and teaches Pilates designed 
for dancers. In 2011, he became certified in The American Ballet Theatre 

Photo of Juan Carlos Peñuela by 
Nir Arieli.
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National Training Curriculum. During the summer of 2013, Peñuela was 
invited to teach in Italy as a faculty member of Alvin Ailey School. Since 
2017, Peñuela has taught at the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet summer 
program. In 2014 and 2017 he attended the CPYB teacher’s workshop and 
2017 was featured in the August edition of Dance Teacher Magazine. For 
the last 7 years, he has been invited to Panama City as guest teacher and 
as adjudicator to Danza Activa Competition and the Ecuador Danza Ciad 
competition. Peñuela continues to return, as a guest teacher, to Columbia 
where his journey began.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

The University of North Carolina School of the Arts (UNCSA) is celebrating 
60 years as a top-ranked arts conservatory and America’s first state-
supported arts school. The nation’s only public university with five 
arts disciplines on one campus, UNCSA prepares emerging artists for 
careers in dance, design and production, drama, filmmaking, and music 
at the undergraduate through post-graduate levels, as well as through 
a specialized high school with free tuition for in-state residents. UNCSA 
provides industry-leading instruction in an inclusive environment where 
students are encouraged to leverage the arts as a mechanism for change. 
Interdisciplinary opportunities arising from the unique arts ecosystem 
on campus at UNCSA prepare artists to enter an evolving global arts and 
entertainment industry. Established by the N.C. General Assembly in 1963, 
the School of the Arts opened in Winston-Salem (“The City of Arts and 
Innovation”) in 1965 and became part of the University of North Carolina 
System when it was formed in 1972. For more information, visit uncsa.edu.

BRIAN COLE, CHANCELLOR 

Endalyn T. Outlaw, School of Dance, Dean

Saxton Rose, School of Music, Dean

The Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts (Kenan Arts)

Artists change the way we see the world. At the Thomas S. Kenan 
Institute for the Arts, we make space for that change to happen. From our 
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home at the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, we support 
artists, spark collaboration, and connect creative communities across 
the Southeast and beyond. For more than three decades, Kenan Arts has 
backed bold ideas, nurtured partnerships, and helped the arts thrive in 
times of challenge and transformation. By expanding pathways to creativity 
for artists, students, and communities, we continue to work with a clear 
vision for a world where artists are valued, and creativity is a driving force 
for change.

For more information, visit www.uncsa.edu/kenan.

KEVIN BITTERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LIZA VEST, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM INC.
Everett Center for the Performing Arts
466 West 152nd Street New York NY 10031-1814
(212) 690-2800 (212) 690-8736 fax. www.dancetheatreofharlem.org
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DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ackneil M. Muldrow III, 

Chairman
Leslie Wims Morris, Vice-

Chairman
Martino R. Moore, Secretary
Terri Prettyman Bowles
Marcie Cleary
Kevin M. Cofsky
Richard Constable III
Charles DeSantis
Stephanie Horton
Sunny Hostin
Isabel Kallman
Aliya LeeKong
Sharon Madison
Erika Munro
Carmen Perkins
Peter Sung
Janice Vickers
China White
Jaime Wynn

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Robert Garland, Artistic 

Director
Anna Glass, Executive 

Director
Jeanine Reynolds, Chief 

Philanthropy Officer
Sharon Duncan, Director of 

Individual Giving
Kristine Liwag, Director of 

Institutional Giving
Madeline Sproat, Manager of 

Institutional Giving
Conor Flynn, Asst. Mgr. 

Development Operations
Fatima Jones, Chief 

Marketing Officer
Keyana K. Patterson, 

Marketing Manager
David-Edward Brown, Digital 

Marketing Associate

Derek Brockington, Ariana 
Dickerson, Alexandra Jones, 
Social Media Coordinators

Marc Martin, Senior Director 
of Finance & Administration

Stephen Foster, Manager of 
Finance and Administration

Hero Doucas, Human 
Resources Manager

Jordan Oldham, Events & 
Venues Operations Manager

Marino Ferreras, Director of 
Building Operations

Kenneth Thomas, Buildings 
Operations Manager

Alan Bell, Marco Recinos, 
Henry Recinos

COMPANY STAFF
Juan Carlos Peñuela, 

Rehearsal Director
Derrick McBride, Senior 

Director of Artistic Planning
Melinda Bloom, Company 

Manager
Stanley Lee Ralph III, Director 

of Production
Jaadyn Rogers, Production 

Stage Managers
Malcom Foster, Lighting 

Supervisor
Garrett Deutsch, Assistant 

Lighting Supervisor
Katy Freeman, Wardrobe 

Supervisor
Azael Acosta, Assistant 

Wardrobe Supervisor Donald 
J. Rose, M.D., Director of the 
Harkness Center for Dance 
Injuries, NYU Langone 
Orthopedics

Hailey Calkins, Athletic 
Trainer

Alison Deleget & Joshua 
Honrado, Harkness Center 
for Dance Injuries, Physical 
Therapy & Wellness 
Consultants

DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM SCHOOL & 
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Tai Jimenez, School Director
Augustus van Heerden, 
Associate Director Lower/
Upper School
Rachel Sekyi, Associate 
Director, Tendu Program
Danielle Thomas, Manager of 
Student Affairs
Gwendolyn Kingsberry, 
Director, Community 
Programs & Arts Education
Rachael Davidson, Manager, 
Community Programs & Arts 
Education
Najeree Wallace, School 
Accountant
Amanda Parache, Virtual 
School Monitor
Alexis Andrews, Marsha 
Fay Knight, Darryl Quinton, 
Danielle Thomas, Sarah 
Wingo, DTH School Teachers
Rachael Davidson, Tabitha 
Kelly, Dancing Through 
Barriers Teachers

For more information about 
Dance Theatre of Harlem
please visit
www.dancetheatreofharlem.org
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ABOUT WASHINGTON  
PERFORMING ARTS

One of the most established and honored performing arts 
institutions in America, Washington Performing Arts has engaged 
for over 60 years with artists, audiences, students, and civic life. The 
city is truly our stage: for decades, in venues ranging from concert 
halls and clubs to public parks, we have presented a tremendous 
range of artists and art forms, from the most distinguished 
symphony orchestras to both renowned and emerging artists in 
classical music, gospel music, jazz, international genres, and more. 

Washington Performing Arts deeply values its partnerships with 
local organizations and other arts institutions. Through events in 
a myriad of performance venues and neighborhoods, Washington 
Performing Arts engages international visiting artists in community 
programs and introduces local artists to wider audiences. 

We place a premium on establishing artists as a continuing presence 
in the lives of both young people and adults through residencies and 
education programs.

For its achievements, Washington Performing Arts has been 
recognized with a National Medal of Arts and with four Mayor’s Arts 
Awards from the D.C. Government. We have now embarked upon 
our second half-century, ever inspired by the motto of our founder, 
Patrick Hayes: “Everybody in, nobody out.”

Follow Washington Performing Arts on social media for artist insights, 	
behind-the-scenes content, music news, and more. 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIALS

EXPLORE PERFORMANCES AND MORE AT 

WashingtonPerformingArts.org

    
WashingtonPerformingArts
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Special Thanks: Dr. Gary Mather† and Ms. Christina Co Mather; Ellen and Michael Gold; and Betsy and Robert Feinberg.

ITZHAK PERLMAN, VIOLIN
ROHAN DE SILVA, PIANO 
Wednesday, October 14, 2026 / 7:30 p.m.
Music Center at Strathmore

A friend of Washington Performing Arts since the 1960s, 
Perlman returns to The Music Center at Strathmore 
alongside frequent musical collaborator, pianist Rohan 
De Silva. Fresh off their wildly successful 2025/26 North 
American tour, An Evening with Itzhak Perlman, the 
internationally beloved violinist performs a program 
announced from stage.
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Tickets and Information at WashingtonPerformingArts.org

Special thanks: Dr. Gary Mather† and Ms. Christina Co Mather; Lynn Rhomberg; Susan Angell; and Betsy and 		
Robert Feinberg.

Hayes Piano Series
ÉLISABETH PION, PIANO 
Saturday, October 3, 2026 / 2:00 p.m.
Hopkins Bloomberg Center Theater

Named the Gold Laureate and Audience Choice Award 
winner at the 2025 Honens International Piano Competition 
in Canada, 30-year-old pianist Élisabeth Pion has appeared 
on international stages as a recitalist, chamber musician, 
and guest artist. In her Washington Performing Arts debut, 
Pion presents a program featuring works by Schubert 
arranged by Liszt, Brahms, and Chopin.
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Special Thanks: Dr. Gary Mather† and Ms. Christina Co Mather; Betsy and Robert Feinberg; and donors to the Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg Memorial Award and Recital Fund.

Recitalist Series
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Recital
SIMONE DINNERSTEIN, PIANO 
Sunday, October 18, 2026 / 7:30 p.m.
Sixth & I

Lauded by The Washington Post as “an artist of strikingly 
original ideas and irrefutable integrity,” Simone Dinnerstein 
returns to Washington Performing Arts for an evening of 
distinctive artistry at Sixth & I.P
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JOIN WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS
FOR AN UPCOMING PERFORMANCE!



34 WashingtonPerformingArts.org

CELEBRATING OUR ARTS 
EDUCATION IMPACT!

Did You Know? In FY26, Washington Performing Arts...

	⭐ served 10,000+ students through free programming
	⭐ provided 490+ free education and community offerings
	⭐ engaged 46 teaching artists/ensembles
	⭐ 76% of schools served are Title 1

Who we served:

Want to support? Interested in us working with a school near you?
Email Education@washingtonperformingarts.org OR

visit WashingtonPerformingArts.org/education-programs

MD 39.4%

DC Ward 1
4.6%DC Ward 2

7.3%

DC Ward 3
5.9%

DC Ward 4
7.6%

DC Ward 5
11.5%

DC Ward 6  2.8%
DC Ward 7  2.9%

DC Ward 8  3.6% VA 14.5%

Photo of 2026 DCPS Dance Festival students with the Washington Wizards Dancers by Jen Packard.
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Trista L.P. Colbert, Chair*
Sunny Alsup, Co-Vice Chair * 
Nici Bush, Co-Vice Chair *
Tom Gallagher, Treasurer*
Joseph May, Secretary*
Burton J. Fishman, Esq.,  

  General Counsel*

Faria Abedin
Her Excellency  

  Shaikha Aisha AlKhalifa
Dina Al Sabah
Jeffrey Bauman*
Jenny Bilfield, 		

President & CEO*
Rudy Burwell*
Peter Buscemi
Christina Co Mather
Michele Cober
Debbie Driesman
Robert S. Feinberg*
Brad Figel*
Rachana Garg
Ellen Stark Gold
Albert Hunt, President, 

FMMC—Classical Music for 
All

Deidra L. Jackson
Vinetta C. Jones
André O. Lewis
Mary Mahle
Gigi Maniyatte
Benjamin Martin, Chair, 

Junior Board*
Lynn Parseghian*
W. Stephen Piper*
Olwen Thorpe Pongrace
Denise Rollins, President, 

Women’s Committee* 
Gordon Rush*
Marc Schlosberg
Kerrien Suarez
Ebony D. Thomas
Douglas H. Wheeler, President 

Emeritus*
Zaminah D. Williams
Kevin Yen*

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Nancy G. Barnum†

Arturo Brillembourg
Hans Bruland
Charlotte Cameron
Josephine Cooper
Kelly Dibble
The Honorable Debbie Dingell
Roselyn Payne Epps, M.D.†

Sophie P. Fleming†

Eric R. Fox
Norma Lee Funger†

Peter Ladd Gilsey†

Barbara W. Gordon†

France K. Graage
Felecia Love Greer, Esq.
Luanne Gutermuth
James M. Harkless, Esq.
Susan B. Hepner
ViCurtis G. Hinton†

Jake Jones
Steven Kaplan, Esq.†

Sherman E. Katz, Esq.†

Marvin C. Korengold, M.D.†

Peter L. Kreeger
Robert G. Liberatore
Jerome B. Libin, Esq.†

Dennis G. Lyons†

Dr. Gary D. Mather†

Gilbert D. Mead†

Gerson Nordlinger†

John F. Olson
Susan Porter†

Frank H. Rich†

James J. Sandman
Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan 

and Veronica 		
Valencia Sarukhan

Charlotte Schlosberg†

Samuel A. Schreiber
Jon Sedmak
Albert H. Small†

Shirley Small
The Honorable James W. 

Symington
Stefan F. Tucker, Esq.
Mary Jo Veverka
Philip R. West
Carol Wilner
Paul Martin Wolff†

PAST CHAIRS
Todd Duncan†,  
  Past Chairman Laureate
William N. Cafritz†

Aldus H. Chapin†

Kenneth M. Crosby†

Jean Head Sisco†

Kent T. Cushenberry†

Harry M. Linowes†

Edward A. Fox
Hugh H. Smith
Alexine Clement Jackson†

Lydia Micheaux Marshall
The Honorable  
  Stephen W. Porter†

Elliott S. Hall
Lena Ingegerd Scott
James F. Lafond
Bruce E. Rosenblum
Daniel L. Korengold
Susan B. Hepner
Jay M. Hammer
Reginald Van Lee
Tom Gallagher
Rudy Burwell

PAST PRESIDENTS
Douglas H. Wheeler,  
  President Emeritus
Neale Perl,  
  President Emeritus
Patrick Hayes, Founder†

† deceased

* Executive Committee
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WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

JUNIOR BOARD

Denise Rollins*, Chair

Lorraine Adams*
Toni-jeanne Baker
Beverly Bascomb
Sylvia Belton
Patricia Bonds
Francesca Britton
Gwendolyn Brown
Claire Cherry-Ruiz
Jannes Gibson

Linda Goldman
Paula Goldman
Ruth Hodges
Loretta Huggins
Vinetta Jones
Arleen Kessler
Elaine Kolodny
Dina Lassow*
Eleanor Leak
Glendonia McKinney
Cheryl McQueen

Dianne McRae
Paulette Nehama
Njambi
DeVera Redmond*
Shebbie Rice
Elaine Rose*
Deborah Sewell
Wendy Shapiro*
Marilyn Tucker†

Gladys Watkins
Bette Wooden

Benjamin Martin*, Chair

Kennedi Alsop
Christopher Bird*
Mickaela Carter
Dion Cheatham
Ida Claude
Kiarah Cooper
Antony Daley
Leah Deskins
Shirley Diaz
Tia Di Salvo*
Simone Earle
Daniela Fernandez
Linda Foinding*
Ersian François
Anne Friend

Megan Gailes
Hannah Gross
Cassidy Grunninger
Donovan Harris
Alisha Henderson
Charles L. Holloway
Will Hudson
Amanda Keiser
Shannon Kellman
Angela King Thompson
Olivia Kozlevcar
Gabby Malek
Elyse Martin-Smith
John McCann
Nic Nivison
Alyssa O'Connor

Liz O'Neil
Olubukola Oriowo
Simon Patmore-Zarcone
Kyle Shernuk
Eiman Siddiqui
Olivia Stam
Kristen Taylor
Lee S. Templin
Michaela Tummings
Martin Uribe-Francia
Sarat Varanasi
Olivia Vega
Cierra Wells
Jessica Yergin*

*ex officio

† Deceased
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING 
ARTS SUPPORTERS

Washington Performing Arts gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and 
institutions whose generous contributions support our artistic and educational 
programming. Patrons who contribute $600 or more throughout the season are listed below 
with our thanks. (List complete as of September 1, 2026.)

Washington Performing Arts's 60th anniversary year is generously sponsored by
Dr. Gary Mather† and Ms. Christina Co Mather.

$100,000+
Sunny and Bill Alsup
The Morris and Gwendolyn 

Cafritz Foundation
Estate of John W Cook† 
D.C. Commission on the Arts 

and Humanities 
Betsy and Robert Feinberg 
Mrs. Jacqueline Badger Mars, 

and Mars, Incorporated 
Dr. Gary Mather† and 	

Ms. Christina Co Mather 
National Capital Arts and 

Cultural Affairs Program/
U.S. Commission of Fine 
Arts

$50,000 - $99,999
Susan S. Angell 
The Beech Street Foundation 

& Mr. Jeffrey Bauman and 
Ms. Linda Fienberg

Events DC 
Public Welfare Foundation 
Mr. Bruce Rosenblum and 

Ms. Lori Laitman 

$25,000-$49,999
Ms. Eve Bachrach
Lyn and Barry Chasen 
Trista L. P. Colbert and 

Theodore Colbert 
Galena-Yorktown Foundation
Ellen and Michael Gold 
Debbie Driesman and 	

Frank F. Islam 
Pepco, An Exelon Company 
Olwen and Don Pongrace
The Pohanka Family 

Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Gordon and Lisa Rush 
Mr. Hubert M. Schlosberg† 
Drs. Marc Schlosberg and 

Doreen Moreira 
Marilyn† and Stefan F. Tucker
Jessica and Alexander Yergin

 $15,000 - $24,999
Dina Al Sabah and 		

David Alden
Rudolph L. Burwell, Jr.
Mr. Peter Buscemi and 	

Ms. Judith Miller
Dr. Mark Cinnamon and 	

Ms. Doreen Kelly
Drs. Elliot and 		

Lily Gardner Feldman
Joyce and Brad Figel
Anne and Burton Fishman
Tom Gallagher and 		

Barbara Myers
Mike and Luanne Gutermuth
Lucia and Fred Hill
Rebecca Klemm, PhD
Mary and Chris Mahle
The Nancy Peery Marriott 

Foundation
Dr. Joseph May and 		

Mr. Brian Pesin
Dr. Robert Misbin
Dr. Marian Osterweis
Ourisman Automotive of VA/

Mr. Daniel L. Korengold and 
Ms. Martha Dippell

Lynn Parseghian and 	
Nat Cohen

Dr. W. Stephen and 		
Diane E. Piper

The Linda and Isaac Stern 
Charitable Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John V. Thomas
Mr. Reginald Van Lee
Verizon
Gary and Silvia Yacoubian/SVS  

$10,000 - $14,999
Mr. Stanley Asrael
Nici and Toby Bush
Helen Darling and 		

Bradford Gray
Sally and Edison W. Dick†

Drs. Gilbert and Rona Eisner†

Ms. Ann M. Hoopes

The Law Offices of 		
Kenneth R. Feinberg PC and 
Camille S. Biros

Glenmede Trust Company
Mrs. Paula Seigle Goldman
Mr. and Mrs. Jay M. Hammer
Ms. Dina Lassow
Ms. Lydia Micheaux Marshall
Mr. Benjamin Martin and the 

Martin Family Charitable 
Foundation

Ndu Family Fund
Denise Rollins
Elaine Rose
Matthew Rowley Memorial 

Fund
Doris Matsui and Roger Sant
Mrs. Fera Simone
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Sonnenreich
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Tommer
Maria Voultsides and 	

Thomas C. Chisnell, II
Deborah Weinberger

$7,500-$9,999
The Dan Cameron Family 

Foundation
The Dimick Foundation
Rachana and Rishi Garg
Thomas J. Kim and 		

John F. Olson
The Nora Roberts Foundation
Washington Gas Light 

Company
Mr. James Yap
Reem Zawawi
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Supporters (cont.)

$5,000 - $7,499
Dr.† and Mrs.† Clement C. 

Alpert 
Hon.† and Mrs. John W. 

Barnum†

Ms. Josephine S. Cooper
Ms. Judith A. Henderson
CHIME and 		

Dorothy Marschak†

Jess and Sherri Crawford
D.C. Office of Cable 

Television, Film, Music, & 
Entertainment

Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 	
Alison Francis

Mr. Michael and 		
Mrs. Roberta Gottesman

Ms. Jessica Graham
Everett E. Hamilton, Jr.
Ana R. Harvey
Ms. Susan B. Hepner
Sally and Stephen Herman
Frances Holland
Mr. Jake Jones and 		

Ms. Veronica Nyhan-Jones
Troy Kallman
Robert and Arlene Kogod
James and Sandra Lafond
André O. Lewis and 		

Dr. Racquel Jemison
James and Barbara Loots
Lena Scott Lundh and 

Lennart Lundh
Mr. and Mrs. David O. Maxwell
John and Joan McAvoy
Mr.† and Mrs.† Herbert 

Milstein/The Greene-
Milstein Family Foundation

Kevin O'Connor and 		
Alexine von Keszycki

Ami Scott and Lucius 	
Outlaw III

Richard Price and 		
Yung Chang

Mrs. Lynn Rhomberg
Ms. Alice N. Rogoff
Teneo
Dr. Wesley Delaine Thomas 

and Dr. Eric Jones
Ms. Nina Totenberg
University of the District of 

Columbia Foundation
Van Van Auken
The Venable Foundation
Mrs. Judith Weintraub
Wiley Rein LLP
Zaminah D. Williams
David and Deborah Winston
Dr. Linda Stillman

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Yasmin Abadian and 	

Jimmy McWhorter

Lisa and James Baugh
Linda and Jim Beers
Riley Berg and Austin 

Weatherford
Debra Bergoffen
Jenny Bilfield and 		

Joel Phillip Friedman
Mr. Andrea Broggini and 	

Ms. Jennifer Bullard-
Broggini

Capitol Hill Community 
Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Abe Cherrick
Amb. William and 		

Laryssa Courtney
Sir and Mrs. Peter R. Crane
The Charles Delmar 

Foundation
Mr. Mark Sterling Determan
John Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dungan
Charles and Jennifer Ellison
Ms. Wanda Felton
Patricia Roberts & 		

William Foster
Thomas Foster and 		

Steven Dahllof
Mr. Michael Frankhuizen
Mr. Donald and 		

Mrs. Irene Dunn Gavin
Ms. Jannes Waples Gibson
Jesse Goodman and 	

Nicole Lurie
Maria J. Hankerson, PhD
Sam Hobbs
Deidra Jackson
Ms. Leonade D. Jones
Mr. E. Scott Kasprowicz and 

Ms. Elizabeth Thorsey
Ms. Danielle Kazmier and Mr. 

Ronald M. Bradley
Isabel Kurek and Paul Ryberg
Mr. Edward Lenkin
Francisco Leon
Drs. Lawrence Deyton and 

Jeffery Levi
Karen Lightfoot
Y. Grace Lin and 		

Y. Morris Chen
Davida and Jim Luehrs
Ms. Katherine G. McLeod
John and Paula Millian
The Honorable Mary V. 

Mochary
Dr. and Mrs. Franklin Moses
Cheryl McQueen
Estate of Gwen Petitjean†

Susan and Michael Pillsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Polinger
Catherine Porter and 	

Jim Fuller
Mr. Trevor Potter and 	

Mr. Dana Westring

Hunter and 		
Elizabeth Rawlings

Ms. Lynn Rhinehart
Mary Ann and Pete Sacripanti
James J. Sandman and 

Elizabeth D. Mullin
Peter and Jennifer Seka
Ambassador A. Sarukhan and 

Mrs. V. Valencia Sarukhan
Dane and Sarah Smith
Elizabeth Locke and 	

John Staelin
Mary Clarke Stevens
Anne Tran and Jay Bryant
Laurie Volk
Nancy Voorhees
Washington Group Cultural 

Fund
George Wasserman Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Julie Weir and George Lula
Maggalean W. Weston
Sandy and Helen Wilkes
James Beller and 

Christopher Wolf
Kevin Yen and Tiffany Tsay
Dr. Jean Vike

$1,200 - $2,499
Anonymous (4) 
Mrs. Mary Abel Smith 
Mr. John B. Adams 
Ms. Anita Antenucci 
Robert and Arlene Bein
Tia Di Salvo and 		

Miller Charman
Drs. Judith and 		

Thomas Chused
The Manny & Ruthy Cohen 

Foundation, Inc.
Allen Haid and 		

Sandra Cummins-Haid
Tashna and AJ Daley
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bradley Davis
Mr. Osborne P. Mackie
Messay Derebe
Shirley Diaz
Nancy R. Dodge
Omar Farid
Ersian François
Dr. Helene Freeman
Ms. Catherine French
Rhona Wolfe Friedman and 

Donald J. Friedman
Anne Friend and Sean Nickley
Joseph Gale
Dr. Robert J. Gottschall and 

Ms. Yukiko Tani
Cab and Susan Grayson
Hannah Gross
Cassidy Grunninger
Mr. J. Michael Hall and 	

Dr. Natalie Hall
Catherine Hand
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Supporters (cont.)

Lauren† and Glen Howard
Cristina Hug
Mr.† and 			 

Mrs. Sherman E. Katz
Fred and Jill Klein
Ms. Lisa Lafontaine and 	

Mr. Matt Kayhoe
Mr. and 			 

Mrs. Richard F. Larkin
Joan S. Leonard
Mr.† and Mrs. Dale Lindsay
Patti Ann Maxwell
John McCann
Njambi
Ms. Alyssa O'Connor
Mr. Simon Patmore-Zarcone
Christopher and Kiernan 

(Slater) Patusky
Deborah C. Payne
Ms. Mary Pedigo
Dan and Susan Pereles
Ms. Jean Perin
Mr. James Randall
Ms. Patricia Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Juan Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rowan
Ms. Grace Shen
Kyle Shernuk and 		

James Evans
Richard Schottenfeld and 

Tanina Rostain
Dr. Margaret Simms and 	

Dr. Charles Betsey
Olivia Stam
Mr.† and Mrs. Mike Stevens
Howard and Janice Stoodley
Kerrien Suarez
Jeffrey Teixeira
Mr. Kevin Tidemann
Mr. David Tochen
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Tomares
Charles & Cecile Toner
Mary Jo Veverka
Ms. Viviane M. Warren
Washington Performing Arts 

Women's Committee
Philip R. West and 		

Barbara Yellen
Catherine and 		

Douglas Wheeler
Ms. Katherine Grayson 

Wilkins
Ms. Sandra Willen
Ms. Christina Witsberger

$600-$1,199
Anonymous (5)
Ruth and Henry Aaron
Ed† and Lorraine Adams
Sherrie Agresti-Goggi
Kennedi Alsop
Deborah Arrindell
Rene Augustine and 	

Mark Alarie
Janice Baker

Jerome & Lisette Barry
Steve and Sara Becker
Dr. and Mrs. E. DeVaughn 

Belton
Chris Bird
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bonds
Alexandra Bowen
Beth Burrous and 		

Kevin Baer Fund
Dr. Garikai Campbell
Vincent Careatti
Mickeala Y Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Chason
Dion Cheatham
Rebecca Clar
Ida Claude
David Cooper
Kiarah Cooper
Gordon Dale
Michael Davidsen
Leah Deskins
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Eagle
Simone Earle
Rickie Eatherly
Andrew Enschede and 

Stefanie Straub
Susan Esserman
Mr. C. Lorenzo Evans III
James Feldman and 	

Natalie Wexler
Danielle Fernandez
Doug Firstenberg
Camden Miller and 

Jacqueline Fitch
Linda Foinding
Dr. Jacqui Francis
Megan Gailes and 		

Jared Heidotting
Laura Genero, in memory of 

Elizabeth H. Genero
Jeffrey Germak
Ms. Barbara Gold
Mr. David M. Gray
Michelle Green
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Greenwold
Robert Grunewald
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
Donovan Harris
Peggy and Jason Hauter
Mr. John Hazangeles and 	

Ms. Monica Jeffries 
Hazangeles

Jo Ann Hearld
Alisha Henderson
Mr. Richard Hertling
Miss Deidre Veronica Hill
Ms. Michelle Hoffmann
Mr. Charles L. Holloway
Ms. Laura Holms
Will Hudson
William and Corinne Irwin
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Drew 

Jarvis
Ms. Danielle Johnson
Dr. Vinetta Jones

Sidney Kaplan
Ms. Heather Kaye
Amanda Keiser
Chris and Henri Keller
Shannon Kellman
Caroline Kenney
Erna and Michael Kerst
Arleen and Edward Kessler
Dr. Michael Knable
Olivia Kozlevcar
Kathryn and Will Korengold
Jane Mary Kwass
Stanley Lafond
Ms. Robin Leeds
Courtney and Darnell Leslie
Dr. Joyce Lowenstein
Jean Lum Hoy
Carmini Luther
Brian L. Mack
Scott MacLeod
Gabriella Malek
Arvind Manocha and 	

Gideon Malone
Mr. Daniel Marcus and 	

Dr. Maeva Marcus
Elyse Martin-Smith
Lara McCaluley and 		

Sergio Oehninger
Mr. and Mrs. David T. Kenney
Ms. Elizabeth McKune
Jim Meisel
Kenneth Mitchell
Nic Nivision
Elizabeth O'Neil
Olubukola Oriowo
Mark Orr
Monique Outerbridge
Mr. Joseph Paul Reason
Carolyn Roberts
Ms. Jovita Gross Rogers
Scott Rosenbloom
Robert and Lisa Sborofsky
Prachi Shah
Ms. Wendy Shapiro
Eiman Siddiqui
Ms. Lee Templin
Ebony D. Thomas
Victoria and Mark Thompson
Ms. Jenny Tsang
Michaela Tummings
Martin Uribe-Francia
Mr. Sanford and 		

Dr. Beth Ungar
Drs. Anthony† and 		

Gladys Watkins
Ms. Maria Weissman
Sara Trautman-Yegenoglu 

and Ferit Yegenoglu
Sarat Varansai
Olivia Vega
Cierra Wells
 
† deceased
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THE RUTH BADER GINSBURG MEMORIAL FUND

The Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Fund was established in 2021 to honor the late 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life, legacy, and passion for music 
with an annual award to a distinguished artist that includes the opportunity to choose 
a musical talent deserving of wider recognition to be presented in a Washington 
Performing Arts recital in Justice Ginsburg’s memory.

Anonymous (6) 
Linda Fienberg and		

Jeffrey Bauman 
Carole and Henry Berman 
Paul Schiff Berman 
Jenny Bilfield and		

Joel Phillip Friedman
Barbara Broidy 
Mr.† and Mrs. Calvin Cafritz 
Henry Cao 
Dr. and Mrs. Abe Cherrick 
Robin Rowan Clarke 
Chris Conte 
Frank and Sunny Cook 
Robert and Jamie Craft 
Ronald Dabrowski 
Anthony DiResta and	

Terrance Mason 
Michael Dockterman 
David Ellen 
Susan Esserman 
Mr. and Mrs. William and 

Michele Farquhar 
Marian and Milton Carr 

Ferguson 
Anne and Burton Fishman 
Norma Lee† and		

Morton Funger† 

Tom Gallagher and		
Barbara Myers 

Barbara D. Gholz
Mindy Ginsburg and 		

Gregg Elias
Caroline and Mark Goldzweig 
Jamie Gorelick and		

Richard Waldhorn 
Susan R. and		

Sanford D. Greenberg 

Hannah Grove-Dejarnett 
Sarah Haft 
Jo Ann Hearld 
Betsy C. Hegg 
Michael Helfer and 		

Ricki Tigert Helfer
Hermann and Janet Helgert 
Harryette and Stanley Helsel 
Beth and Stephen Hess 
Ms. Michelle Hoffmann 
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb 
Judith Richards Hope, Family 

Partners Fund 
Murray Horwitz and 		

Lisa Miller 
James and Zona Hostetler
Antonia B. Ianniello and	

George Chuzi 
Kari L. Jaksa 
Kathryn and		

J. Stephen Jones, MD 
Jodie Kelley and Scott Sinder 
Michael J. Klarman 
Ineke and Peter Kreeger/David 

Lloyd Kreeger Foundation 
Ms. Dina Lassow
June and Jerry†  Libin 
The Honorable Jan M. and 

Elizabeth Lodal 
Lucinda Low and		

Daniel Magraw 
Susan C. Lubick 
Alfred Mamlet and		

Rochelle Bobroff 
Jacqueline B. Mars 
Dr. Gary Mather† and		

Ms. Christina Co Mather 
KLMorris 

Melanie and Larry Nussdorf 
Tom Kim and John Olson 
W. Stephen and Diane E. Piper 
Samantha Pollack 
Elizabeth Racheva and	

Danail Rachev 
Anne and Steven Reed 
Gwen Renigar 
Catherine B. Reynolds 

Foundation 
James E. Rocap III 
Elaine Rose 
James J. Sandman and 

Elizabeth D. Mullin 
Ami Scott 
Kathleen Shurtleff 
Miriam Steinberg-Egeth 
Héctor J. Torres and		

Jay Haddock Ortiz 
Nina Totenberg and		

David Reines 
Rich and Kathleen Trautman 
Meiyu Tsung and Curtis Chang 
Mary Jo Veverka 
Rebekah and Mark 

Wasserman 
Christie-Anne and		

Jeffrey P. Weiss 
Philip R. West and		

Barbara Yellen 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas H. 

Wheeler 
Jonathan and Ruby Zhu

† deceased

As of May 28, 2026
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS LEGACY SOCIETY

Douglas Wheeler,		
  Honorary Chair 
Stefan F. Tucker, Chair 
Daniel L. Korengold, Co-Chair

Anonymous (6)
Mr. David G.† and  
  Mrs. Rachel Abraham
Dr.† and Mrs.†  
  Clement C. Alpert
Mr. and Mrs.† George A. Avery
Eve E. Bachrach
Mr. James H. Berkson†

Susan Boyd†

Ms. Jenny Bilfield and  
  Dr. Joel Phillip Friedman
Ms. Lorna Bridenstine†

Charlotte Anne Cameron
Samuel J. Carabetta
Sue Sloan Carlton
Dr. Mark Cinnamon
Ms. Christina Co Mather 
Chieko and Douglas Cook
John W. Cook†

Mr. and Mrs. F. Robert Cook
Ms. Josephine Cooper
Amb. William and  
  Laryssa Courtney
James and Susan Deerin
Mrs. Luna E. Diamond†

Mr.† and Mrs. Edison W. Dick 
Barbara† and  
  Sidney Dickstein†

Ms. Carol M. Dreher
Leatrice and Melvin Eagle
Ms. Eve Epstein†

Burton and Anne Fishman 
Donald Flanders†

Mrs. Sophie P. Fleming†

Mrs. Charlotte G. Frank†

Rhona Wolfe Friedman  
Tom Gallagher
Mr. Ezra Glaser†

Dr. and Mrs. Michael S. Gold
Mrs. Paula S. Goldman
Barbara W. Gordon†

June Hajjar
Jay and Robin Hammer

Mr. James M. Harkless 
Susan B. Hepner
Carl D. Hobelman† and  
  Grace Hobelman
Ann M. Hoopes
Craig M. Hosmer and  
  Daryl Reinke
Charles E. Hoyt†

Josephine S. Huang, Ph.D.†

Aaron† and Alexine† Jackson 
Enid Tucker Johnson
Charles† and Lois Jones
Keiko and Steven Kaplan
Victoria and Bruce Kimble
Daniel L. Korengold
Dr. Marvin C. Korengold†

Jane Mary Kwass
James and Sandra Lafond
Evelyn Lear† and  
  Thomas Stewart†

André O. Lewis and 		
  Dr. Racquel Jemison
Marion Lewis†

Herbert Lindow†

Harry M.† and  
  Judith B.† Linowes
Wendy Luke
Noreen M. Lyday
Mrs. David Maginnes†

Chris and Mary Mahle
Lydia Micheaux Marshall
Dr. Gary D. Mather†

Joan Zeldon McAvoy
Doris McClory† 
Carol Melamed
Robert I. Misbin
Glenn A. Mitchell†

Mrs. Viola Musher†

Jeffrey T. Neal
The Alessandro Niccoli  
  Scholarship Award
The Pola Nirenska Memorial  
  Award
Gerson Nordlinger†

Linda Parisi and  
  J.J. Finkelstein
Karen and Neale Perl

Gwen Petitjean†

Dr. W. Stephen and  
  Mrs. Diane Piper
Mildred Poretsky†

Betryce Prosterman†

Susan E. Roberts
Elaine R. Rose
Miriam Rose†

Linda Rosenfeld and  
  Fred Krosner
James J. Sandman and  
  Elizabeth D. Mullin
Mrs. Ann Schein†

Charlotte† and  
  Hubert (Hank)† Schlosberg
Marc Schlosberg and 	
  Doreen Moreira
Zelda Segal
Jean Head Sisco†

Mr.† and Mrs. Sanford Slavin
Shirley and Albert H.† Small
Mr. Robert Smith and  
  Ms. Natalie Moffett Smith
Mrs. Isaac Stern
Mr. Leonard Topper
Hector Torres
Sami and Annie Totah Family  
  Foundation
Marilyn and Stefan F. Tucker
Reginald Van Lee
Mary Jo Veverka
Maria Voultsides and 
   Thomas C. Chisnell II
Frederica† and Ulric† Weil
Douglas and  
  Catherine Wheeler
Mr.† and Mrs.  
  Robert H. Winter
Washington Performing Arts  
  Women’s Committee
Margaret S. Wu
  In memory of Y. H. and T. F. Wu

† deceased
As of September 1, 2025

Legacy Society members appreciate the vital role that performing arts play in the
community, as well as in their own lives. By remembering Washington Performing
Arts in their will or estate plans, members enhance our annual fund, endowment,
or donor-designated programs and help make it possible for the next generations
to enjoy the same quality and diversity of presentations both on stages and in our
schools and community.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Charles “Sandy” Wilkes, Chairman
Genevieve McSweeney Ryan, Vice Chairman
Donald J. Borut, Treasurer
René Augustine, Secretary
Frederick L. Klein, General Counsel
John B. Adams, Jr., Chairman Emeritus

Daryn Dodson
Karen Hardwick
Peter Jablow
Beryl Jolly *
Jonathan Kirn
Jean Komendera

STAFF
Beryl Jolly, Chief Executive Officer
Damian Sinclair, Director of Development
Carey Lavallee, Director of Finance and Administration
Paul Reagan, Director of Capital Planning and Projects 
Jared Strange, Director of Education and Community Programs 
Kati Deschler, Development Operations and Special Events Manager
Maria Ferraguto, Office Manager and Administrative Assistant 
Lindsey R. Barr, Dramaturg 
Leayne C. Dempsey, Dramaturg
Samantha Travis, Marketing Intern 
Kali Taha, Program Facilitator 
Jen Klein, Program Facilitator 
Deanna Lundbohm, Program Facilitator
Anabel Milton, Program Facilitator 
Rebecca Durant, Archivist Consultant 
Gold Dog Communications, Creative Advisor
Carolyn Donarski, Graphic Design Advisor

Daniel J. O’Neill Jr.
Michael C. Rogers
Michael G. Ryan
Christina Silberman
Anthony A. Williams

Carol Laxalt †, Director Emerita

*ex-officio

The National Theatre, established in 1835, is the second-oldest theatre in the country and is located on Pennsylvania Avenue just 
steps from the White House. The National Theatre Foundation is the 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization that owns and operates 
this renowned venue. In addition to the theatre’s preservation and care, the Foundation manages The National’s vast historical 
archive and offers free programs that reach diverse audiences across the region. To learn more about the Foundation and to 
make a gift supporting these efforts, please visit nationaltheatre.org or email giving@nationaltheatre.org. 

The National Theatre Foundation gratefully recognizes the following donors whose contributions 
made possible the Foundation’s ownership of our renowned theatre on December 19, 2025

DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities 

Jacqueline B. Mars
The Buffy & William Cafritz Foundation

The Wilkes Family Foundation
The Robert & Christina Silberman Charitable Trust

Jill Klein & Frederick Klein

René Augustine
Genevieve McSweeney Ryan & Frederick J. Ryan, Jr

Sheila & Mike Ryan 

Sunny & Bill Alsup Kiplinger Family Foundation Share Fund

Sherry Haber & Michael Mandel Susan Esserman & Andy Marks Pohanka Family Foundation

Carol & Don Borut
Karen & Victor Desantis

Gold Dog Communications

Judy & Peter Jablow
Jonathan Kirn

Ginger I. Laytham
Dan & Catherine O’Neill

Mayor Anthony A. Williams

John B. Adams, Jr
Daryn Dodson & Jenna Nicholas

Karen M. Hardwick & Adrian R. Gardner Michael C. Rogers & Angela Avant
Dave Steadman & Daphne Kiplinger
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NATIONAL CIRCLE  $25,000+ 
Anonymous (1) 
Sunny and Bill Alsup
Amazon
René Augustine and Mark Alarie
DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities
Susan Esserman and Andy Marks
Christopher Gladstone and Elise Rabekoff
Gold Dog Communications
Sherry Haber and Michael Mandel
Laura Henry 
Kiplinger Family Foundation
Jill Klein and Frederick Klein
Jacqueline B. Mars
Pohanka Family Foundation 
Genny and Fred Ryan
Sheila and Mike Ryan
Share Fund
The Robert and Christina Silberman  

Charitable Trust 
The Wilkes Family Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE $10,000–$24,999
Anonymous (2) 
Alisann and Terry Collins Foundation
Carol and Don Borut
Karen McCartan DeSantis and Victor DeSantis
Events DC
Etta Fielek
Ms. Karen M. Hardwick
IATSE Local 22, in Honor of Harry Teter 
Jonathan Kirn
Mrs. John Laytham
Jill Marie Norton
Dan and Catherine O’Neill
Linda and Edwin Phelps† 
Truist Bank
United Bank
Washington Children’s Foundation 

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE $5,000–$9,999
The Honorable Spencer Abraham and  

Jane Abraham, in Honor of Carol Laxalt 
John B. Adams, Jr.
James Bayless, in Honor of Carol Laxalt 
Daryn Dodson, in Honor of George Brown
The Dimick Foundation 
Linda Fisher 
Janet Hale
Christine Henck and Steve Bernstein
Amanda and Jim Holmberg 
Alexander M. Holston 
Tamara Jobe and Teresa Figgs 
Corinne Goldstein and Robert Jenkins,  

in Recognition of Peter Jablow
Randi and Justin Kieffer 
Mr. and Mrs. Krister Killinger, in Recognition of 

Keagan Killinger 
Betsy Scott Kleeblatt
Marlene Malek 
Sarah and Derek Mason 
Karie McMickle
Jaime and Scott Nelson and Family 
The Hon. Robert Pence and Suzy Pence 
Michael C. Rogers and Angela Avant

Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation by  
Lola C. Reinsch

Erin Richardson and Josh Peters 
Pamela and Glenn Rosenthal 
Stacey Sovereign and Barry Nigro 
Dave Steadman and Daphne Kiplinger 

ARTIST’S CIRCLE $2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (1) 
Tom and Lisa Burke 
Frederick Corte
James J. Horner and Marion Johnson
Kyle Kerr and Stephen Bique
Creighton and Vicky Magid
Christyne Nasbe 
The Pfautz Family 
Ms. Kelly Ripken 
Cynthia Schiffrin
Lindsay and Brian Winterhalter

MANAGER’S CIRCLE $1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Dr. Luther L Ampey, III
Lisa Beati and Richard Lake 
Bender Foundation, Inc.
Ruby Burrell
Conor and Angie Cahill 
Gretchen and Ken Davidian 
Bill Duncan
Diane Durham and Stephen Krupa 
The English Family Foundation 
Kimberly Fry and Sarah Fry Quadros 
Shawn and Brian Gleason
Judy and Peter Jablow
Beryl Jolly
Kristen Kennedy 
The Ruf Family Trust
Daniel Ryave, in Recognition of Judy McGuire 
Mark and Merrill Shugoll 
Andrew and Cary Umhau
L. Walz

PATRON $600–$999
Anonymous (2)
Courtney and Troy Anderson
James Beller and Christopher Wolf 
Yvette Benton Bullock 
Bryan Bubar, in Recognition of  

John and Kathie Bubar 
Larry and Sherri Cafritz, in Recognition of   

Sandy and Helen Wilkes 
Dr. Linda Daniel
Tim and Norene Guilford
Praseeda Jaehnig
Betsy Keeley 
Debbie and Paul Klinedinst
Elizabeth and Glen Klopfenstein
Paul Kung 
Nick Lagalante
Barbara Lewis 
Joseph Machicote
The Page Family 
Andrew I. and Judith Wey Rudman
Jolene Hall Sloter and Stanley W. Sloter

SUSTAINER $250–$599
Anonymous (3)
Ms. Carol Alim
Gabrielle Batkin 
The Rev. Lauren Bloom and Robert Landseadel
Sarah Bullins and Nicole Stelling
Diana Caramanico 
Susan Castle
Ms. Sandra Cummins-Haid and Mr. Allen Haid 
Mr. Duke Dang and Mr. Charles Edward Rosen,  

in Recognition of Jonathan Kirn
Gareth and Jamie Danker
Edwin and Lori Darden 
Carol and Robert Duke
Bridget Friendly 
Tim and Norene Guilford 
Adam Harbison and Nick Hunt 
Michael and Barbara Helland
Steve Huynh and Jennifer Hua
Erik Heyer, in Recognition of Mr. Peter Jablow
it’s me - sheri!! 
Jane Jane Restaurant 
Carol Jolly
Clayton Kilrain
The KLAS Companies 
Rae Kligys
Denise Laxalt, in Honor of Carol Laxalt 
Henry Lee
Leslie Lesch 
Mary G LoGiudice
Richard Lynch
Janet and Steven Magel
David Markey and Christian Aguilar
Steve Marsh
David Mason
Elizabeth Mattingly
Justin, Megan and Claire Miller
Nivedita Misra
Shelie Newman 
Ms. Agnes Nuval
Richard and Joan O’Hair 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Painter
Elizabeth Stasiak Perry 
Karen Pilewski 
David Posey 
Tracie D. Powell 
Serra Schlanger and Saul Ehrenpreis 
Suzanne and Steve Schneck
Jim Specht and Erin Kelly 
Mary Elizabeth Spruill
Stanski Family
Janice Steele
Ms. Sheri Stroud
Ryan Turner, in Honor of Carol Laxalt 
Vanessa Varma
Rose Herr Wayland 
Erica Weiss
Gerry Widdicombe
James and Nancy Worfolk
Zee Family

† Deceased

THANK YOU! We are deeply grateful to these donors for their outstanding generosity. The following list reflects contributions 
received between August 15, 2025–August 15, 2026. If names have been inadvertently misspelled or left off, please accept our 
apologies and contact The National Theatre Foundation at giving@nationaltheatre.org. 

 SHARE FUND

LEARN 
MORE
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS STAFF

EXECUTIVE STAFF
President & CEO..................................................................................................................... Jenny Bilfield
President Emeritus..................................................................................................... Douglas H. Wheeler
Executive Assistant...........................................................................................................  Audrey Witmore

ADVANCEMENT 
Director of Advancement......................................................................................................... Meiyu Tsung
Assistant Director of Advancement Resources................................................................... Carole Russo 
Major Gifts Officer..............................................................................................................  Melanie Bidault
Manager of Individual Giving ............................................................................................... Rachel Luehrs
Manager of Special Events................................................................................... Sarah Frances Williams
Manager of Advancement Operations & Analytics ............................................................. Reema Kattan 
Advancement Coordinator................................................................................................... Scott Hounsou
Administrative Coordinator..................................................................................... Kristen "Missy" Harts
Special Events Intern ............................................................................................................ Charles White

MARKETING, COMMUNICATIONS, AND CREATIVE MEDIA
Director of Marketing, Communications, and Creative Media............................................Lauren Beyea
Senior Manager, Marketing & Publications....................................................................... Sadie Gronigan 
Creative Media & Analytics Manager................................................................................... Scott Thureen
Digital Content Manager..............................................................................................................Tina David
Bucklesweet, Press & Media Relations.............................................................................. Amanda Sweet
Graphic Designer................................................................................................................ Daniele Oliveira

PATRON SERVICES
Patron Services Manager ........................................................................................ Chad Dexter Kinsman
Patron Services and Group Sales Associate ................................................................. Neianne Sambile 

ARTS EDUCATION & PARTNERSHIPS 
Director of Arts Education & Partnerships................................................................. Amber Pannocchia
Arts Education Program Manager.................................................................................. Pablo de Oliveira
Senior Manager, Community & Global Programs.................................................................  Hannah Katz

GOSPEL MUSIC PROGRAMS
Director of Gospel Music Programs .................................................................................  David G. Powell 
Senior Manager of Choir Operations ............................................................................  Kathy Brewington
Recruitment & Production Coordinator for Gospel Music Programs....................................  Tevin Price 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer...............................................................................................................  Paul Leider
Assistant Director of HR & Operations..........................................................................  Bridgette Cooper
Controller............................................................................................................  Shayna Queen-Townsend

PROGRAMMING
Director of Programming .............................................................................................. Samantha Pollack 
Programming Operations Manager..................................................................................  Anna Rudnitsky

SPECIAL PRODUCTIONS & INITIATIVES
Director of Strategic Partnerships and Special Productions ......................................... Shruthi Mukund
Mars Arts D.C. Manager....................................................................................................  Nia A. Stephens  

RESIDENT ARTISTS 
Artistic Director, Children of the Gospel Choir .................................................................  Michele Fowlin  
Music Director, Washington Performing Arts Gospel Choirs............................. Anthony “Tony” Walker 
Choreographer, Washington Performing Arts Gospel Choirs.........................................  Karon Johnson
Artistic Director Emeritus, Washington Performing Arts Gospel Choirs................ Stanley J. Thurston
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